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I,  Significant  Organizational  and  Unit  Activities 
1,  Introduction: 

This  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned  covers  the  period  1  November  1966 
to  31  January  1967.  During  this  period,  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  con¬ 
tinued  to  conduct  operations  aimed  at  locating  and  destroying  the  Viet  Cong  and 
North  Vietnamese  Armed  Forces  and  installations.  Operations  were  also  continued 
within  the  Base  Camp  TAOR  (Tactical  Area  of  Responsibility).  The  Civic  Action/ 
Revolutionary  Development  program  continued  to  play  a  key  role  in  the  Brigade's 
counterinsurgency  effort. 

Again,  to  best  accomplish  its  mission  the  Brigade  conducted  four  (4)  Bat- 
t  alii  on  size  or  larger  operations  in  addition  to  the  pacification  program.  During 
this  reporting  period,  the  Brigade  once  again  assisted  new  units  arriving  Li- 
country.  These  units  were  the  19<?th  Light  Infantry  Brigade  and  the  9th  Infantry 
Division. 


2.  Organization: 

During  this  re  porting  period,  the  internal  structure  of  the  173d  Airborne 
Brigade  continued  to  remain  the  same,  however,  a  new  platoon  (12th  AA  Platoon,  which 
is  a  civil  affairs  unit),  was  attached  to  the  Brigade  and  several  units  were  de¬ 
tached  and  reassigned  from  the  Brigade.  The  12th  AA  Platoon  was  attached  to  the 
Brigade  by  VOCO  on  15  December  1966.  The  verbal  order  was  followed  by  a  General 
Order  (II  FFORCEV  General  Order  34)  dated  19  January  1967.  This  General  Order  was 
rescinded  by  General  Order  213  and  General  Order  206  dated  13  February  1967  was 
issued  which  is  still  in  effect.  Immediately  upon  attachment  to  the  Brigade,  the 
12th  AA  Platoon  was  incorporated  into  the  Brigade  S5  Section.  Sir:e  15  December 
1966,  the  platoon  has  accompanied  the  Brigade  on  Operations  CANaKZ/DUCK  and 
NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS. 

The  335th  AMCL  with  attachments,  the  25th  Medical  Detachment,  166th  trans¬ 
portation  Platoon  and  the  234th  Signal  Detachment  were  detached  from  the  brigade 
and  assigned  to  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  by  USAKV  General  Order  237  dated  17 
January  1967.  These  units  were  further  reassigned  to  the  145th  Aviation  Mat tali on 
of  the  12th  Aviation  Group, 

3.  Intelligence : 

a.  The  enemy's  order  of  battle  in  the  TAOR  remains  the  same.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  units  continued  to  conduct  sporatic  harassing  small  unit  tactics  in  and 
around  the  Brigade's  TAOR  against  ARVN  and  US  Forces. 

(1)  270th  Guerrilla  P’ltoon 

(2)  260th  Local  Platoon 

b.  Probable  reinforcements  continue  to  include  elements  from  the  800th 
Dong  Nai  Battalion  ana  the  3d  Battalion,  165th  "A"  Regiment, 

c.  The  accepted  location  remains  the  same  since  the  last  reporting  period. 
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Units 


Locations 


t 


270th  Guerrilla  Pit, 

260th  Local  Pit 

800th  Tong  Ned.  Bn 

3d  Bn,  165th  "A"  Reg  latent 

d.  The  enmny  situation  before  and 

period: 


Cong  Thanh  District  (Bien  Hoa  Province) 
Due  Tu  District  (Bien  Hoa  Province) 

War  Zone  "D"  (Bien  Hoa  Province) 

Di  An  District  (Bien  Hoa  Province) 
during  each  operation  for  this  reporting 


(l)  Operation  ATTIUBORO 

(a)  Enemy  situation  before  operation:  Route  13,  which  extends 
from  SAIGON  to  the  CAHBODIAN  BORDER,  a  distance  of  ?1  kilometers,  is  bordered  on 
both  sides  along  the  eastern  edge  of  the  Brigade's  Area  of  Operation  in  which 
guerrilla  units  of  squad,  platoon  and  company  size  were  known  to  have  operated. 

The  1st  Infantry  Division  had  contacted  the  271st,  272d  and  273d  Main  Force  Regi¬ 
ments  of  the  9th  VC  Main  Force  Division  on  Route  13  during  June  1966.  The  9th  VC 
Division  sustained  heavy  casualties  as  a  result  of  these  contacts.  The  2/2d  VC 
MF  Regiment  had  been  known  to  operate,  reinforce  and  train  its  elements  with  the 
Brigade's  assigned  AO.  In  the  area  where  Route  13  traverses  BINH  DUONG  PROVINCE, 
the  following  enamy  units  have  operated  in  the  past  year:  C-6lst  Ben  Cat  Company, 
C-62d  Chan  Thon  Company,  C-63d  Lai  Thieu  Company  and  C-301d  Phu  Giao  Company. 

The  Phu  Loi  Battalion  and  the  Provincial  Battalion  of  BINH  DUONG  also  have  opera¬ 
ted  along  Route  13. 

(b)  During  Operation  ATTLEBORO,  thirty-three  (33)  enemy  contacts 
were  made  with  enemy  forces,  twenty-seven  (27)  of  which  were  initiated  by  the  VC. 
The  largest  single  enemy  force  encointered  was  an  estimated  fifty  (50)  Viet  Cong 
(1B1035H  November  at  XT  6?1516),  Documents  captured  on  17  November  at  XT  605461 

at  a  VC  base  camp  contained  the  following  letter  box  numbers: 


Sender 


Addressee 


HT  61/3TO  VT 
HT  61/304  VT 
KT  61/320  VT 
HT  61/330  VT 
HT  61/320  VT 
HT  130/386  5A 
HT  22/386  5  A 
HT  130D 


HT  61/340  VT 
HT  61/320  VT 
HT/H52 

Village  D-17 
HT  61/340  VT 
Civilian  Named  Ba  Luam 
HT  130D 
HT  1960B 


Elements  represented  by  numbers  61/300  VT  to  61/399VT  are  located  within  BINH 
DUONG  PROVINCE.  Number  1960B  is  the  rear  service  section  for  the  LONG  HGUYEN 
SECRET  ZONE. 


(2)  Operation  WACO 

(a)  Enemy  situation  before  operation:  Prior  to  the  commencement 
of  Operation  WACO  in  an  area  which  lies  east  of  and  adjacent  to  the  173d  Airborne 
Brigade  Tactical  Area  of  Responsibility,  the  Viet  Cong  U1  Headquarters,  the  U1  Secu¬ 
rity  Force  Company  and  an  undetermined  number  of  unidentified  company  and  Battalion 
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size  elements  were  believed  to  be  located  in  the  AO.  In  an  attempt  to  confirm  or 
reject  the  belie!  that  the  enemy  was  using  the  major  infiltration/ supply  route 
running  generally  from  WAR  ZONE  "DM  north  of  the  DONS  NAI  RIVER,  southeast  of  the 
MAO  TAO  SECRET  AREA,  several  six-man  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols  were  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  AO  both  by  helicopter  and  as  stay  behind  elements  of  ground  maneuver 
units.  Sporadic  contacts  between  these  elements  and  from  one  to  Ive  VC  indicated 
that  the  area  was  being  used  by  the  enemy.  The  D-800th  Main  Force  Battalion  (the 
security  providing  unit  for  the  western  and  southwestern  approaches  to  WAR  ZONE 
"D" )  were  believed  to  be  located  northwest  of  the  Brigade  area  of  operation,  north 
of  tho  DONG  NAI  RIVER.  There  were  no  known  Main  Force  units  located  in  the  AO. 

The  enemy  was  believed  to  have  been  capable  of  reinforcing  with  units  which  infil¬ 
trate  from  time  to  time  through  the  area, 

(b)  During  Operation  WACO,  elements  of  the  Brigade  failed  to 
>nake  contact  with  enemy  forces  larger  than  squad  size.  Several  company  and  pla¬ 
toon  size  base  camps  were  found,  none  of  which  indicated  that  large  size  enemy 
units  had  infact  been  using  the  area  recently.  Along  the  eastern  edge  of  the  area 
of  operation  along  the  major  north/south  trail  system  from  the  DONG  NAI  RIVER,  nume¬ 
rous  garden  plots  were  being  cultivated  by  friendly  Vietnamese  residents.  Through¬ 
out  the  operation,  nothing  was  detected  which  would  indicate  that  the  Viet  Cong 
were  using  the  area  as  a  major  re  supply/ infiltration  route. 

(3)  Operation  CANARY/DUCK 

(a)  Enemy  situation  prior  to  the  operation:  prior  to  Operation 
CANARY/DUCK,  in  an  area  bounded  by  HIGHWAY  15  on  the  west,  HIGHWAY  1  on  the  north 
to  the  vicinity  of  NAI  CHUA  CHAN  (XT  604102),  then  extending  southward  to  a  point 
approximately  10  kilometers  east  of  BINH  GIA,  back  to  HIGHWAY  15,  thin  area  had 
been  used  extensively  by  elements  of  the  5th  VC  Division  (especially  the  274th  Main 
Force  Regiment),  the  860th  Local  Force  Battalion,  one  Local  Force  Company  and  three 
Local  Force  Platoons.  There  was  a  major  infiltration  route  that  traversed  the  AO, 
The  enemy  was  believed  to  have  been  Capable  of  reinforcing  with  units  of  the  275th 
VC  Main  Force  Regiment,  the  D800th  Main  Force  Battalion  and  the  860th  Local  Force 
Battalion,  The  enemy  was  attributed  with  the  capability  of: 

1.  Attacking  with  the  274th  VC  Krin  Force  Regiment  supported 
by  guerrillas  and  Local  Force  units  up  to  Battalion  strength. 

2.  Reinforcing  an  attack  with  the  275th  VC  Main  Force  Regi¬ 
ment,  the  D800th  Main  Force  Battalion  and  the  860th  Local  Force  Battalion. 

2.  Defending  his  base  areas  with  the  forces  listed  above. 

4.  Araoushing  friendly  convoys,  petrols  or  isolated  units 
with  up  to  one  or  more  Battalion  at  a  time  of  his  chosing. 

2.  Conducting  harassing  mortar  fire,  sniping,  mining  and 
sabotage  attacks  against  friendly  military  forces  and  installation j, 

(b)  During  Operation  CANART/DUCK,  elements  of  the  Brigade  failed 
to  make  contact  with  enemy  forces  larger  than  platoon  size.  Several  battalion  and 
platoon  size  base  camps  were  found,  indicating  that  large  size  enemy  units  had  been 
using  the  area  recently.  The  discoveries  of  large  scattered  and  varied  supply 
caches  throughout  the  area  confirmed  the  suspicion  that  the  area  was  an  infiltra¬ 
tion  route.  Since  no  large  amounts  of  food  or  nu  serial  stores  were  discovered  in 


3 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBE-SC  25  February  1967  , 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Lea  sons  Learned  ,  v 


the  actual  base  camp  locations  In  the  Remediate  are.  It  was  believed  that  the  274th 
Main  Force  Regiment  was  in  the  process  of  moving  from  the  "HOT  DICH"  base  camp  area 
to  an  unknown  location  east  of  HIGHWAY  2. 

(4)  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS 

(a)  Prior  to  Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS  (5-7  January  1967),  in 
the  area  consisting  of  the  southern  tip  of  the  infaaoua  IRON  TRIANGLE,  the  Phu 
.'•oi  Battalion  (LF )  and  the  C-63d  VC  Local  Main  Force  Battalion  of  the  165 th  A 

VC  Main  Force  Regiaent  were  believed  to  be  operating.  The  enemy's  morale  was  be¬ 
lieved  to  have  been  lowered  by  poor  living  conditions  coupled  with  friendly  artillery 
and  air  strikes  in  the  area. 

(b)  During  the  Operation,  the  Brigade  failed  to  make  contact 
with  eneay  forces  larger  than  five  men.  One  small  base  camp  was  found  and  a  few 
small  food  and  equipment  caches  were  discovered. 

(c)  Prior  to  the  commencement  of  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS,  it  was 
strongly  believed  that  the  272d  VC  Main  Force  Regiaent,  the  7th  Battalion  of  the 
165th  A  Reglvent,  the  Phu  Loi  Battalion,  the  Local  Force  VC  conpanies  C-61,  C-62, 
and  C-63  were  operating  in  the  areas  of  interest. 

(d)  During  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  (8  -  25  January  196?),  elements 
of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  and  the  11th  Araored  Cavalry  Regiment  main¬ 
tained  daily  contact  with  the  eneay.  The  sporadic  contacts  were  usually  initiated 
by  friendly  forces  and  terminated  with  VC  withdrawal.  The  largest  contact  was  on 
16  January  1967,  by  C/4/5Q3d  Infantry  with  a  VC  platoon.  Numerous  VC  base  camps, 
rice  caches  and  tunnel  systems  were  destroyed.  The  larje  amount  of  rice  extracted 
from  the  operational  area  has  reduced  the  VC  logistical  abilities.  The  enemy's 
low  morale  was  reflected  by  the  large  number  of  rallie  s  who  surrendered  after  US 
Forces  entered  the  Triangle.  Prisoners  were  taken  from  the  following  units:  the 
C6lst  Local  Force  Company,  the  2d  Company  of  the  Phu  Loi  Battalion,  Group  83  (Rear 
Service  of  the  Military  Region  IV)  and  the  1-4  (subordinate  caanittee  of  the  MR 
IV).  An  estimated  25,000  documents  were  captured  during  the  Operation.  On  sevei  al 
occasions,  Chieu  Hoi  Ralliers  lead  friendly  troope  to  pre’  tously  undiscovered  tun¬ 
nels,  weapons  and  rice  caches. 

e.  The  Viet  Cong  tactics  during  this  reporting  period  have  not  changed. 

They  still  avoid  major  or  large  scale  battles  or  contacts.  They  have  continued 
their  terrorism  and  harassment  activities  throughout  the  reporting  period. 

f .  VC  losses  for  the  period  1  November  1966  to  31  January  1967  are  as 

follows: 


Personnel 

KIA  (BC) . .  .  .?30 

KIA  (poss)  .  .........  47 


VCC 


68 


ves . 147 

Ralliers  . . .  ,  72 
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Enemy  Equina  ant  Losses: 

Weapons 

Crew  Served  Weapons  .  . . 2 

Individual  Weapons  ................  228 

^munition 

Small  Arms  Rounds  . 21,069 

M-79  Rounds . 10 

M-26  Hand  Grenades  . 10 

Rifle  Grenades . 21 

VC  Grenades  .  . . 727 

Claymores  . . 26 

Assorted  Mortar  Rounds  . . 69 

Miscellaneous  Mines  . 195 

Transportation 

Outboai-d  Motors  . . 10 

Bicycles  ..........  .  ...  52 

Sampans/Boats . 116 

Installations 

Huts  .  .................  312 

Tunnels  ................  .  193 

Base  Camps . . . 21 

Bunkers  . . 317 

Food 

Rice  ..........  .  1,313.1  tons 

Salt  .  . . . 4.1  tons 

Wheat  ...................  850  lbs 

4*  Combat  Operations 


5 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVEE-SC  15  February  1967 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned 


General:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  continued  to  conduct  Combat 
and  Revolutionary  Development  (Civil  Affairs  and  Civic  Action)  operations  designed 
to  locate  and  destroy  Viet  Cong  Forces,  logistical  installations  and  to  further  re¬ 
duce  his  hold  on  the  Vietnamese  people. 

November 

The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  conducted  normal  security  operations 
in  and  around  the  BIEN  HOA  Area,  initiated  two  major  operations  and  a  Battalion 
size  training  parachute  operation  during  the  month  of  November. 

On  6  November  1966,  the  2d  Battalion,  5Q3d  Infantry  conducted  SKY  SOLDIER 
VIII,  a  battalion  sise  training  parachute  jump  at  TU  DUC  DZ.  The  first  lift  de¬ 
parted  BIEN  HOA  at  0745  hours.  Twelve  (12)  sorties  were  flown  with  784  personnel 
conducting  jumps.  There  were  no  heavy  equipment  drops  as  in  SKY  SOLDIER  VII, 

SKY  SOLDIER  VIII  terminated  at  1400  hours  with  the  2d  Battalion  closing  back  at 
BIEN  HOA, 


On  7  November,  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  was  directed  to  de¬ 
ploy  one  battalion  to  MINH  THANH  Airstrip  to  act  as  II  FFORCEV  reserve  for  units 
committed  an  Operation  ATTLEBORO,  The  Commanding  General  elected  that  the  2d  Bat- 
t  alii  on  deploy  to  the  operational  area.  The  1/5  03d  Infantry  remained  at  BIEN  HOA 
on  alert.  At  1520  hours  on  this  day,  the  2d  Battalion,  5Q3d  Infantry  and  "A" 
Battery,  3/319th  Artillery  departed  by  C-130  and  C-123  aircraft  to  MINH  THANH  on 
Operation  MERIDIAN.  The  force  closed  at  1915  hours  with  supplies  and  ecuipnent 
airlifts  continuing  throughout  the  night.  The  2d  Battalion  completed  movement  to 
MINH  THANH  at  0230  hours,  8  November  1966.  The  Brigade  (-)  remained  at  BIEN  HOA 
and  continued  to  be  on  alert  for  movement  to  MINH  THANH  on  order.  On  the  morning 
of  10  November,  Task  Force  RANGER,  consisting  of  the  33d  and  35th  Ranger  (ARVN) 
Battalions,  were  deployed  to  MINH  THANH  and  placed  under  the  operational  control 
of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade.  Also  on  the  morning  of  10  November,  the  Brigade 
(less  the  1st  and  4th  Battalions)  displaced  to  the  area  of  operation  to  conduct 
operations  along  likely  enemy  crossing  sites  along  the  SAIGON  RIVER  in  zone.  On 

II  November,  instructions  were  received  from  II  FFORCEV  to  change  the  code  name 
from  Operation  MERIDIAN  to  Operation  ATTLEBORO.  The  1/5 03d  Infantry  remained  at 
BU;n  HOA  as  II  FFORCEV  reserve  and  the  4th  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  continued 
operations  in  the  1st  Corps  Tactical  Zone  under  the  OPCQN  of  the  1st  Marine  Divi¬ 
sion.  The  Brigade  (-)  terminated  their  phi  *ie  of  Operation  ATTIEBORO  when  the 
units  involved  closed  back  into  BIEN  HOA.  Operation  ATTLEBORO  was  characterized 
by  light  contact  with  two  large  rice  caches  being  capt-red  and  a  large  base  camp 
being  destroyed.  On  25  November,  the  Brigade  initiated  Operation  WACO  in  the 

III  Corps  Tactical  Zone,  east  of  and  adjacent  to  the  Brigade's  Tactical  Area  of 
Responsibility  (TAOR).  This  was  a  Battalion  size  search  and  destroy  operation 
conducted  by  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  in  coordination  with  the  33d  Ranger  (ARVN) 
Battalion.  Operation  WACO  continued  into  the  month  of  December  and  terminated 

on  the  2d  day  of  that  month,  Thie  operation  was  also  characterized  by  light  con¬ 
tact.  Operations  during  the  month  were  supported  by  58  TAC  sorties  and  139  FAC 
sorties  dropping  a  total  of  63.8  tons  of  ordnance.  Artillery  fired  2,110  missions 
expending  11,887  rounds.  Army  Aviation  (335th  AMCL)  supported  the  Brigade  during 
the  month  flying  a  total  of  7,055  combat  sorties,  transporting  11,464  passengers 
and  243  tons  of  cargo.  Operations  During  the  month  of  November  resulted  in  the 
following  VC  and  Friendly  Losses: 

VC  Losses  US  Losses 

KIA  _1^_  KIA  3 

KIA  (poss)  13  WIA  L2 
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VC  Losses  (cont)  US  Losses  (coni) 


vcc  _0_ 

MIA  _0_ 

vcs 

Non-Battle 

Dead 

2 

Ralliers 

None 

Non-Battle 

Injured 

J2- 

Refugees 

None 

December: 

During  the  month  of  December,  the  Brigade  continued  to  conduct  normal 
security  operations.  In  addition,  the  173d  terminated  one  Battalion  size  opera¬ 
tion  and  initiated  a  Brigade  size  operation.  Task  Force  4/ 503d  Infantry  was  re¬ 
leased  Iron  the  Operational  Control  of  the  1st  Karine  Division  (Operation  WIN¬ 
CHESTER),  and  returned  to  BIEN  HOA  frcm  DA  NANG. 

Operation  WACO  was  terminated  on  2  December  1966.  Further  on  this  day, 
the  4th  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  and  "C"  Battery,  3/319th  Artillery  began  extrac¬ 
tion  frcm  DA  NANG  to  BIEN  HOA  by  C-130  aircraft.  The  first  aircraft  arrived  at 
BIEN  HOA  at  1210  hours.  The  battalion  and  supporting  battery  completed  their  move¬ 
ment  from  DA  NANG  to  BIEN  HOA  at  0245  hours  on  4  December.  Thirty-five  (35)  C-130 
sorties  were  flown  for  the  movement.  Cki  7  December,  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade 
joined  forces  already  involved  in  Operation  CAN  ART/DUCK,  a  road  security  operation 
astride  HIGHWAY  15  frcm  PHU  MY  to  BEAR  CAT  to  insure  the  safe  introduction  of  the 
199th  Light  Infi  ntry  Brigade  and  the  9th  Infantry  Division.  Operation  CANARY/ 

DUCK  was  conducted  in  two  biases.  Phase  I  (Operation  CANARY)  was  a  road  security 
mission  for  the  safe  passage  of  the  canvqy  of  the  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade  which 
terminated  on  14  December.  At  this  time,  the  code  name  of  the  operation  was  changed 
to  Operation  DUCK,  which  was  a  continuation  of  the  security  operation  for  the  safe 
introduction  of  convoys  frcm  the  9th  Infantry  Division,  deration  DUCK  terminated 
on  5  January  1967.  Operations  during  the  month  of  January  were  supported  by  239 
TAC  sorties,  61  FAC  sorties,  dropping  a  total  of  381.25  tons  of  ordnance.  Artillery 
fired  2,019  missions  expending  15,163  rounds.  Army  Aviation  continued  to  support 
the  Brigade  by  flying  8,330  combat  sorties,  transporting  12,031  passengers  and  177 
tans  of  cargo.  Operations  during  the  month  of  December  resulted  in  the  following 
US  and  VC  losses: 


VC  Losses 

US  Losses 

KIA 

(BC)  29 

KIA  _J_ 

KIA 

(poss)  24 

WIA  Jl_' 

VCC 

0 

MIA  0 

VCS 

0 

Non-Battle  Dead 

0 

Ralliers  None 

Non-Battle  Injured 

Refugees  None 
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January  1967 

The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  conducted  normal  security  operations,  terminated 
a  road  security  operation  astride  HIGHWAY  15  and  conducted  a  counterinsurgency  ope¬ 
ration  in  BINH  DUONG  PROVINCE. 

The  Brigade  terminated  Operation  CANARY/DUCK  on  5  January  1967.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  on  5  January  the  Brigade  deployed  the  1st  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  (Airborne) 
from  a  staging  area  at  PHU  LOI  into  the  dense  forest  known  as  the  CAU  DINH  Jungle 
located  north  of  a  rubber  plantation  between  NATIONAL  HIGHWAY  13  and  the  THI  TINH 
RIVER.  The  mission  given  to  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  on  Operation  NIAGARA  FALIE  was  to 
conduct  a  deception  or  feint  into  the  Jungle  and  conduct  search  and  destroy  opera¬ 
tions  in  preparation  for  the  larger  scale,  mult i-di vision  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS. 

The  Operation  (NIAGARA  FALLS)  produced  light  contact,  but  its  significance  lies  in 
the  fact  that  the  deceptive  feint  had  been  achieved,  Ch  8  January  1967,  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  Brigade  became  involved  in  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS,  augmenting  the 
1st  Infantry  Division,  25th  Infantry  Division,  the  196th  Light  Infantry  Brigade, 
elements  of  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment,  t  is  18th  Engineer  Battalion  and 
elements  of  the  5th  ARVN  Division  already  engaged  in  the  IRON  TRI ANGIE  Operation. 

Tfie  Brigade  moved  to  BEN  CAT  by  road  convoy,  helilift  and  C-130  aircraft.  The 
mission  of  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  was  to  seal  off  the  Triangle  and  anihilate  the 
enemy  within,  destroying  his  fortifications  and  generally  crushing  the  power  of  the 
Military  Region  IV  Headquarters.  The  pressure  brought  upon  the  VC  within  the  area 
was  tremendous.  The  Air  Force  pounded  the  Triangle  dally  using  high  explosives  and 
napalm.  In  addition,  B-52  strikes  were  used  to  expose  and  destroy  the  Viet  Cong 
bases.  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  terminated  on  25  January  at  0700  hours  when  the  Brigade 
was  released  from  the  Operational  Control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  The  173d 
Airborne  Brigade  then  returned  to  Base  Camp  in  3  serials,  clearing  the  CEDAR  FALLS 
AO  at  0945  hours.  The  final  elements  closed  into  BIEN  HOA  at  1327  hours.  During 
the  period  25  -  31  January  1967,  the  Brigade  conducted  normal  security  of  its 
TAOR,  refresher  airborne  training  and  maintenance  of  equipment.  Operations  during 
the  month  were  supported  by  220  TAC  sorties,  33  FAC  sorties,  63  air  strikes,  74 
visual  reconnaissance  missions,  10  escort  aid  12  ccmbat  control  missions  dropping 
a  total  of  668.1  tons  of  ordnance.  3/319th  Artillery  fired  887  missions,  expen¬ 
ding  a  total  of  33,367  rounds.  Army  Aviati  on  flew  10,578  ccmbat  sorties,  trans¬ 
porting  17,299  passengers  and  596  tons  of  cargo.  Operations  during  the  month  of 
January  resulted  in  the  following  lossss: 


Losses 

US  Losses 

KIA  (BC) 

KIA  14 

KIA  (poss) 

10 

WIA  16^ 

VCC 

65 

MIA  1 

VCS 

I46 

Non-Battle  Dead 

Ralliers 

72 

Non-Battle  Injured 

-IL. 

Refugees 

Unk 
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?5  February  1967 


5,  Training 

Training  within  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  continued  to  be  excel¬ 
lent.  Replacement  training  continued  in  base  camp  for  replacement  personnel  to  in¬ 
sure  t*-at  they  are  acclimated  and  properly  prepared  prior  to  being  introduced  into 
coabat.  This  instruction  is  required  for  enlisted  personnel  in  grades  El  to  E7  and 
officer  personnel  01  and  02. 

During  the  month  of  January,  the  2/5 Q3d  Infantry  conducted  airborne  re¬ 
fresher  training  from  26  -  31  January.  This  training  as  during  the  month  of  Octo¬ 
ber  1966  contained  technical  as  well  as  physical  training  to  increase  the  indi¬ 
vidual  and  unit  proficiency  in  parachute  operations. 

6,  Psychological  Operations  and  Civic  Action 
a.  Psychological  Operations 

(1)  The  responsiveness  of  Tactical  Psychological  Operation  support 
continued  during  this  reporting  period.  2,281,000  leaflets  were  distributed  du¬ 
ring  November,  December  and  January. 

(2)  During  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  (8  -  25  January),  a  major  portion 
of  the  Psy  Ops  <ffort  was  devoted  toward  encouraging  the  enemy  to  defect  under  the 
Chieu  Hoi  Program,  During  the  course  of  the  Operation,  intelligence  sources  re¬ 
vealed  that  72  ralliers  in  BINK  DUONG  PROVINCE  were  prompted  to  rally  by  the  Psy 
Ops  warfare. 


b.  Civic  Action 

(1)  All  elements  of  the  Brigade  continued  to  engage  in  Civic  Action 
projects  in  the  BIEN  H0A  vicinity.  Significant  progress  has  been  observed  in  the 
construction  and  repair  of  local  hamlet  dwellings  and  various  other  construction 
projects. 


(2)  During  the  month  of  January  1967,  MEjCAP  teams  treated  11,185 
patients  along  with  540  patients  in  the  BIEN  H0A  Area.  In  addition,  field  MED- 
CAP  teams  treated  1,496  and  430  Dentcap  patients.  Throughout  the  reporting  period, 
the  Brigade's  35  Section  organized  medical  classes  in  conjunction  with  MEDCAP 
once  weekly.  At  these  classes,  Vietnamese  were  given  instruction  on  modern  medi¬ 
cal  eciuipment  at  the  3d  MASH  and  93d  Evacuation  Hospital.  In  addition,  the  Chil¬ 
dren's  Hospital  served  a  total  1,638  meals  to  a  daily  average  of  26  in-patients. 

The  4/503d  Infantry  while  operating  in  the  I  Corps  Tactical  Zone  on  Operation 
WINCHESTER  prepared  Thanksgiving  Dinner  for  210  PF  soldiers.  A  total  of  60  village 
chiefs  and  elders  were  invited  for  the  Thanksgiving  dinner. 

7.  Logistics: 

During  the  period  1  November  1966  to  31  January  1967,  the  logistical  pos¬ 
ture  of  the  Brigade  remained  excellent.  Tactical  operations  were  supported  by 
air  and  land  lines  of  supply.  A  logistical  summary  by  classes  o.T  supply  is  furnished 
in  Inclosure  5. 

9»  Personnel  and  Administration 
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Personnel 


Battle  Casualties 

Non-Battle  Casualties 

KIA 

WU 

MU 

DIED 

INJURED 

November 

3 

42 

0 

1 

15 

December 

3 

33 

0 

0 

9 

January 

_24_ 

_!Z_ 

Total 

20 

238 

1 

4 

41 

*MU  later  changed  to 

KIA 

(2)  Brigade  Strength 

AUTHORIZED  AND  ASSIGNED  STRENGTH 
AUTHORIZED  ASSIGNED  1  NW  ASSIGNED  31  JAN 


OFF 

WO 

EM 

AGG  *  OFF 

WO 

EM 

AGG  *  OFF 

WO  EM 

AGG 

Asgn  Units 

242 

38 

3968 

4248  *  278 

25  4737 

5040  *260 

40  4468 

4768 

1/Atchd  Units 

13 

2 

73 

88  *  50 

31 

284 

365 

*  15 

1  82 

98 

Aggregate 

255 

40 

40U 

4336  *  328 

56  5021 

5405  *275 

a  4550 

4866 

GAINS  AND  LOSSES  BY  MONTH 

NCWStEER 

DECEMHSR 

JANUARY 

OFF 

WO 

EM 

AGG  OFF 

WO 

St 

AGG 

OFF 

WO  St 

AGG 

2/  Gains 

19 

4 

255 

278  8 

1 

162 

171 

9 

1  154 

164 

If  Losses 

15 

2 

221 

238  3 

2 

157 

162 

24 

3  213 

240 

NET 

+4 

+2 

■*34 

+40  +5 

-1 

+5 

■*9 

-15 

-2  -59 

-76 

1/  During  the  reported  period,  the  attached  units  strength  of  the  Brigade  de¬ 
creased.  The  decrease  was  the  result  of  the  attachment  of  the  following  units 
being  changed  from  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  to  the  145th  Aviation 
Battalion  on  15  January  1967! 


335th  Aviation  Company 
166th  Transportation  Detachment 
25th  Medical  Detachment 
234th  Signal  Detachment 

2/  Represents  all  assigned  gains  to  include  both  in-country  and  out-country. 
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b.  Discipline.  Law  and  Order: 

(1)  The  discipline  in  the  Brigade  has  been  excellent  during  the  re¬ 
porting  period.  There  were  no  stragglers* 

(2)  During  the  reporting  period,  there  were  2  General  Court  Martials, 
37  Special  Court  Martials,  10  Surat  ary  Court  Martials  and  406  Article  15'  s, 

(3)  The  Brigade  ID  handled  fire  (5)  corap  lain  ts  and  fourteen  (14) 
requests  for  assistance  during  the  quarter. 

c.  Develotment  and  Maintenance  of  Morale: 

(1)  The  state  of  ■  or  alt  within  the  Brigade  remains  excellent  resul¬ 
ting  from  improved  services  and  facilities. 

(2)  Finance:  The  Brigade  Finance  Section  continued  to  provide  out¬ 
standing  financial  support  throughout  the  reporting  period.  The  Soldier's  Savings 
Program,  open  to  both  enlisted  men  and  officers,  had  194  personnel  participating 
in  the  saving  at  the  close  of  the  period,  an  increase  of  over  80£  from  the  previous 
quarter.  In  addition,  three  finance  newsletters  were  published  throughout  the 
Brigade  to  further  acquaint  personnel  with  various  financial  options  and  allotments. 
Incoming  personnel  were  also  given  a  briefing  concerning  finance  matters,  allot¬ 
ments,  etc. 


(3)  Chaplain:  During  the  reporting  period  there  were  601  religious 
services  conducted  (all  faiths  with  a  total  attendance  of  17,730). 

(4)  Special  Services:  In -Country  R  4  R  increased  during  this  re- 
oorting  period.  Brigade  R  4  R  allocations  during  the  reporting  period  are  as 
follows : 


NCVEMBER 

DECEMBER 

JANUARY 

Vung  Tau 
(In-Country) 

40 

Vung  Tau 
( In- Country ) 

40 

Vung  Tau 
(In-Country) 

40 

Bangkok 

69 

Bangkok 

97 

Bangkok 

80 

Hawaii 

22 

Hawaii 

32 

Hawaii 

8 2 

Hong  Kong 

62 

Hong  Kong 

85 

Hong  Kong 

83 

Kuala  Lumpur 

13 

Kuala  Lumpur 

25 

Kuala  Lumpur 

0 

Manilla 

19 

Manilla 

30 

Manilla 

21 

Penang 

24 

Penang 

31 

Penang 

26 

Singapore 

11 

Singapore 

16 

Singapore 

19 

Taipoi 

77 

Taipei 

91 

Taipei 

80 

Tokyo 

82 

Tokyo 

ICC 

Tokyo 

_22_ 

525 

TOTAL 

a  9 

549 
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(5)  Red  Cross :  There  were  a  total  of  609  new  and/or  reopened  du¬ 
ring  this  reporting  period,  138  emergency  leaves  were  issued  through  the  Red 
Cross  during  this  quarter, 

(6)  Awards  and  Decorations:  There  were  a  total  of  1,206'  awards 
given  for  valor  and  meritorious  services  during  November,  December  and  January, 
a  breakdown  of  which  follows: 

APPROVED  AWARDS  AND  DECORATIONS 

NOVEMBER  DECEMBER  JANUARY 


Distinguished  Service  Cross 

- 

- 

— 

Silver  Star 

1 

6 

5 

Legion  of  Merit 

1 

1 

1 

Distinguished  Flying  Cross 

- 

- 

1 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (Valor) 

15 

16 

49 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (Merit/ Achieve ) 

23 

38 

a 

Air  Medal  (Valor) 

2 

3 

38 

Air  Medal  (Service) 

192 

309 

134 

Soldiers  Medal 

- 

1 

- 

Army  Ccnmendation  Medal  (Valor) 

6 

9 

52 

Joint  Services  C emendation  Medal 

- 

- 

- 

Army  Comae ndation  Medal  (Merit/ Achieve ) 

25 

17 

18 

Purple  Heart 

82 

Jk. 

108 

TOTAL 

347 

414 

447 

9.  Chemical  Operations 


The  51st  Chemical  Detachment  provided  chemical  support  during  operation 
whenever  requested.  For  a  detailed  analysis  of  this  detachments  operations,  see 
Ccubat  Operations  After  Action  Report  -  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS  paragraph 
KM,  and  cage  41,  Special  Equipment/Techniques. 

II,  Colander's  Observations  and  Recommendations 


1,  Observations  (Lessons  Learned) 

During  this  reporting  period,  many  new  lessons  were  learned.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  are  considered  to  be  the  most  significant.  In  addition.  Operation  NIAGARA/ 
CEDAR  FALLS  produced  several  new,  unique  and  revolutionary  techniques.  These 
lessons  learned  appear  in  Inclosure  6,  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS  After  Action 
Repxjrt, 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned 


Item:  Rapid  Deployment 

Discussion:  The  rapid  deployment  of  the  2/5Q3d  Infantry  to  MINH  THANH  for 
participation  in  Operation  ATTLEBORO  indicates  that  a  unit,  even  while  in  a  base 
camp  situation,  can  be  rapidly  deployed  to  a  trouble  zone  in  a  matter  of  a  few  hours 
The  coordination  necessary  for  a  Battalion  size  movement  must  be  quick  and  efficient 
In  addition,  the  troops  were  prepared,  assembled,  and  in  transit  within  a  four  hour 
period  after  the  initial  alert. 

Observation:  Units  must  remain  prepared  for  rapid  deployment  at  all  times. 

Item:  Forces  Operating  in  Close  Proximity 

Discussion:  Although  all  forces  must  be  mutually  supported,  if  two  or  more 
forces  are  allowed  to  operate  in  close  proximity  to  one  another,  confusion  in  ac¬ 
tivity  could  result  in  friendly  forces  firing  on  one  another.  This  may  occur  when 
a  VC  unit  is  situated  between  two  units,  causing  the  friendly  forces  to  indirectly 
place  fire  upon  each  other.  This  is  due,  in  part,  to  the  limited  vision  in  Jungle 
areas,  friendly  forces  being  unaware  of  each  other's  positian(s),  Artillery  fire 
may  also  be  accidently  misdirected  upon  friendly  forces. 

Observation:  Commanders  must  insure  that  units  under  their  control  do  not 
operate  in  AO's  other  than  their  own,  unless  called  in  for  support  of  another  unit. 
All  personnel  should  be  briefed  and  aware  of  their  boundaries  and  the  location(s) 
of  all  friendly  units  within  or  adjacent  to  their  area. 

Item:  Mortar  Aerial  Delivery  (MAD)  System 

Discussion:  The  MAD  System  is  basically  a  modification  of  a  UH-1B  heli¬ 
copter  which  enables  the  air  ship  to  deliver  81mm  mortar  rounds  or  20-pound  frag¬ 
mentary  bombs.  The  utilization  of  the  MAD  System  ia  limited  however,  owing  to  its 
need  for  smoke,  and  ground  units  not  always  being  oriented  on  the  use  of  aerial 
mortar  support.  In  addition,  it  is  necessary  to  oease  ground  artillery  and  TAC 
Air  fire  when  helicopters  are  in  the  area  of  contact. 

Observation:  The  limitations  as  well  as  advantages  of  the  MAD  system 
must  be  thoroughly  understood  to  insure  its  proper  employment.  It  should  be 
utilized  when  artillery  and/or  TAC  air  are  not  available,  or  upon  the  decision 
of  the  unit  cosmander  based  upon  the  tactical  situation  involved. 

Item:  Utilization  of  LRRP  Personnel  as  Ouidss 

Discussion:  On  Operation  WACO,  the  1st  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  (Task 
Force  Brownlee)  was  charged  with  the  mission  of  locating  and  destroying  a  VC  sam¬ 
pan  dock  and  base  camp  which  had  been  reported  by  an  LRRP  at  an  earlier  date. 

The  elements  of  the  Task  Force  operating  in  this  vicinity  were  unable  to  locate 
the  dock  and  base  camp.  Their  knowledge  as  to  the  location  was  furnished  from  a 
LRRP  debriefing.  The  Task  Force  requested  that  a  member  of  the  LRRP  who  discovered 
the  dock  and  base  camp  be  mads  available  to  the  operating  unit  as  a  guide.  This 
request  was  granted  and  the  guide  was  attached.  At  first  the  guide  was  unable  to 
locate  the  dock  and  was  unsure  of  its  exact  location.  At  this  time,  they  con¬ 
ducted  an  air  reconnaissance  with  the  guide  and  he  spotted  the  introduction  and 
extraction  landing  zones  used  by  the  LRRP,  The  base  camp  and  dock  were  located 
and  subsequently  destroyed  shortly  thereafter. 
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SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Lessons  Learned 


Item-  'Jje  of  Aero  Scouts 

Discussion:  As  previously  stated,  during  Operation  CANAHY/DUCK  the  Brigade 
extensively  used  for  the  first  tine  the  Aero  Scout  Concept  (the  Aero  Scout  itself 
consists  of  two  armed  OH-13 's). 

Observation:  Aero  Scouts  were  highly  effective  in  spotting  enemy  bunkers, 
base  camos  and  in  making  boab  damage  assessments  inmediately  following  an  air  strike* 

Item:  Organization  of  Rifle  Companies 

Discussion:  The  organization  of  the  rifle  company  has  been  modified  some¬ 
what  to  suit  the  guerrilla-type  war  in  Vietnam,  however,  the  capability  of  the  wea¬ 
pons  squads  and  platoons  must  be  retained  owing  to  the  varied  missions  an  Infantry 
Battalion  may  be  called  upon  to  perform.  The  Jungle  and  rice  paddy  terrain  has  also 
necessitated  certain  modifications  in  the  organization  and  employment  of  Infantry 
units.  With  these  changes  in  mind,  the  following  general  statements  are  made. 

Discussion:  The  pr4mary  change  in  the  employment  of  the  rifle  company 
in  this  Brigade  has  been  in  .he  weapons  platoon  and  weapons  squad.  For  example, 
in  the  weapons  squad  and  rifle  platoon,  neither  the  3.5"  rocket  launcher  nor  the 
90tam  recoilless  rifle  are  carried.  The  weapon  derignated  to  take  the  place  of 
these  veauons  is  the  light,  anti-tank  weapon,  thi  M-67,  which  is  carried  by  the 
rifle  squad  (normally  2  per  squad).  The  four  men  normally  assigned  in  the  wea~ 
nons  squad  to  man  the  3.5"  rocket  launcher  or  9Qm»  Recoilless  Rifle  (2  gunners 
and  two  assistant  gunners)  are  also  qualified  to  operate  and  fire  the  M-60  machine- 
gun  and  therefore  serve  as  ammo  bearers  and  assistant  machine  gunners.  These  per¬ 
sonnel  are  necessary  to  assist  in  carrying  the  minimum  load  of  1,500  rounds  of 
ammunition  per  gun  as  required  by  the  Brigade.  In  the  weapons  platoon,  the  anti¬ 
tank  squads  are  not  normally  employed  as  such,  except  on  road  clearing  operations. 
Therefore,  these  personnel  are  used  to  augment  the  platoon's  rifleman  strength 
and  assist  in  carrying  nortar  ammo  for  the  81m  mortal1  squads.  While  moving  on 
search  and  destroy  operations,  the  weapons  platoon  normally  carries  one  or  two 
mortars  with  a  minimum  of  30  rounds  per  tube.  The  third  mortar  (or  the  second  and 
third  if  the  company  carries  one)  is  brought  in  by  helilift  when  the  company  is  in 
a  defensive  posture.  In  regard  to  the  employment  of  the  weapons  platoon,  the  81m 
mortar  is  used  both  in  search  and  destroy  operations  and  on  unit  defensives.  While 
on  the  move,  they  are  positioned  so  that  they  can  provide  fire  support  for  any  do¬ 
me  nt  of  the  company.  In  defense,  they  are  part  of  the  company's  defensive  plan 
and  are  used  extensively  for  H  &  I  fires.  The  weapons  platoon  is  also  employed  as 
a  rifle  element  when  the  situation  requires.  This  unit  must  be  prepared  to  man¬ 
euver  f.s  a  rifle  element  when  the  company  is  in  the  process  of  moving  since  they 
are  equally  vulnerable  to  ambushes  as  the  rifle  platoon  and  many  times  in  the  Jungle, 
the  canopy  will  not  allow  for  the  employment  of  mortars.  As  a  matter  of  day  to  day 
use,  hewever,  the  weapons  platoon's  primary  mission  remains  to  give  indirect  fire 
support  to  rifle  elements. 
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Observation:  LRRP  guides  should  be  made  available  to  operating  units 
when  their  mission  involves  intelligence  information  provided  by  the  platoon. 
The  guide  should  conduct  an  air  reconnaissance  of  the  specific  area  during  the 
initial  stage  of  the  operation.  The  pilots  supporting  the  LRRP  should  be  de¬ 
briefed. 


Item;  Utilisation  of  Air  Radio  Relay 

Discussion:  Communication  difficulties  were  encountered  during  Opera¬ 
tion  WACO.  Two  significant  factors  which  were  instrumental  in  causing  the  diffi¬ 
culties  were  the  dense  wet  foliage  which  was  dominant  in  the  AO  and  the  distance 
between  units.  These  difficulties  were  greatly  reduced  by  the  use  of  air  radio 
relay. 


Observation:  An  aircraft  should  be  made  available  to  Task  Force  and 
Battalion  sise  units  for  use  as  radio  relay  shipe. 

Item:  Selection  and  Preparation  of  Approach  and  Departure  Routes  to 
and  from  Landing  Zones  Known  to  be  Hot 

Discussion:  An  LZ  was  used  on  two  separate  occasions  for  introduction 
and  extraction  of  Battalion  sized  units  on  Operation  CANARf/DUCK  (LZ  STUMP).  On 
the  first  introduction  and  extraction,  despite  air  and  artillery  preparation, 
heavy  enemy  ground  fire  was  encountered.  Tne  appro a<  h  and  departure  routes  were 
altered  in  every  direction,  resulting  in  no  let  up  in  hostile  fire.  The  ex¬ 
traction  phase  was  halted  several  times  for  further  preparation  on  the  flight 
routes  within  500  -  800  meters  of  the  LZ  The  decision  was  made  to  put  neavy 
air  and  artillery  on  the  west  side  cn  the  LZ  only  and  have  helicopters  approach., 
make  the  pickup,  reverse  themselves  (i.e.  lead  ship  becomes  tail  ship,  and  exit 
over  the  same  route. 

Observation:  This  technique  allowed  the  route  preparation  to  be  nighly 
concentrated  in  one  area.  A  great  reduction  in  enemy  fire  was  derived  from  this 
maneuver.  The  routes  were  also  prepared  between  flighte  by  TAC  Air  aid  Artillery 
as  soon  as  the  helicopters  cleared  the  impact  area.  The  above  technique  was 
used  on  the  second  introduction  and  extraction  of  a  battalion  size  unit  on  the- 
same  LZ  and  only  isolated  cases  of  hostile  fire  were  reported. 

Item:  Aero  Cavalry  Concept 

Discussion:  The  Aero  Calvalry  concept  was  first  fully  employed  by  E/17th 
Cavalry  during  Operation  CANART/DUCK.  Basically,  the  concept  was  employed  by  the 
Cavaliy  consisted  of  checkerboard!::''  twelve  man  groups  from  one  point  to  another 
to  eng.ige  targets  of  opportunity  or  to  search  a  suspicious  area.  Normally,  the 
operation  is  open  rice  paddy  ar*as.  The  aircraft  involved  in  this  type  maneuver 
are  one  UH-1D  for  Command  and  Control,  one  Aero  Scout  Team  (consisting  of  two 
armed  OH-13  helicopters)  two  light  fire  teams  and  from  two  to  six  UH-1D  troop 
carriers.  From  an  aviation  standpoint,  this  type  operation  is  excellent  because 
it  can  be  conducted  with  a  minimum  of  aircraft  and  ell  aircraft  receive  maximum 
utilization. 

Observation:  At  no  time  should  an  aircraft  land  or  fly  at  low  level 
without  gunship  support.  All  hit  sustained  by  aircraft,  during  Aero  Cavalry  Ope¬ 
rations,  were  sustained  when  an  aircraft  attempted  to  land.  Two  light  fire  teams 
are  optimum  for  this  technique,  however,  one  is  sufficient  when  only  one  team  is 
available. 
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SUBJECT:  Roster  of  Key  Personnel 


UNIT/DUTY 

NAME/BRANCH/SERVICE  NUMBER 

AUTH/ACT 

1. 

ERIGADE  CCMMANDER  .  .  . 

.  DEANE,  JOHN  R  JR . 

GO  024  835 

.  .  BRIG/BRIG 
GEN  /GEN 

2. 

Deouty  Bde  Candr  .  .  .  . 

.  SHAW,  ROBERT  C  . 

INF  033  626 

.  .  COL/COL 

3. 

Bde/S-3  . 

.  FETERS,  EIMER  B  . 

INF  059  198 

.  .  LTC/LTC 

4. 

Bde/S-1  . 

.  BETHKE,  CERALD  H  . 

INF  075  927 

.  .  MAJ/MAJ 

5. 

Bde/S-2  . 

.  MC  COY,  GECRGE  V . 

INF  092  486 

.  .  MAJ/MAJ 

6. 

Bde/S-4  . 

.  PALMER,  WILLIAM  T  . 

INF  076  488 

.  .  maj/Maj 

7. 

Bde/S-5  . 

.  ANDERSON,  JAMES  L  . 

INF  066  656 

.  .  MAJ/MAJ 

8. 

Bde/Avn  Ol'f  ...... 

.  UTZMAN,  CHARIES  D . 

INF  082  373 

.  .  MAJ/MAJ 

9. 

Bde/Sig  Off  . 

.  DARLING,  GREGORY  . 

SIGC  099  812 

.  .  MAJ/MAJ 

10. 

Bde/Surgeon  . 

.  HIMMA,  EINAR  . 

MC  088  395 

.  .  MAJ/MAJ 

11. 

Bde/Provost  Marshall  .  . 

.  FRIEND,  BERNARD  D . 

MPC  094  927 

.  .  MAJ/MAJ 

12. 

HHC/Ccmdr  . 

.  DANKERT,  DERALD  T  . 

INF  090  804 

.  .  CPT/CPT 

33. 

l/503d  Inf/ Eh  Candr  .  . 

.  BROWNLEE,  ROBERT  W . 

INF  066  138 

.  .  LTC/LTC 

14. 

2/5 <73 d  Inf/Bn  Candr  .  . 

.  SIGHOLTZ,  ROBERT  H  . 

INF  087  614. 

.  .  LTC/LTC 

15. 

4/503d  Inf/Bn  Candr  .  . 

.  HEALY,  MICHAEL  D . 

INF  070  368 

.  .  LTC/LTC 

16. 

3/3 19th  Arty /Bn  Candr  . 

.  NCRDIN,  WILLIAM  H . 

ARTY  059  137 

.  .  LTC/LTC 

17. 

173d  Spt  Bn/Bn  Candr  .  . 

.  WEISHJGER,  SHERMAN . 

cue  059  057 

.  .  LTC/LTC 

18. 

Troop  E,  17th  Cay /Candr 

.  SUTTON,  BRYAN  J  . 

INF  106  389 

.  .  CPT/MAJ 
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UN  IT /DUTY _ NAME/BRANCH /SERVICE  NUMBER _ AUTH/ACT 

19.  Co  D/I6th  Armor/Comdr  .  .  WATERS,  JOHN  K  JR . CPT/CPT 

ARM  098  331 

20.  173d  Engr  Co/Ccmdr  ....  LEHRER,  GLEEN  H . CPT/CPT 

CE  090  921 

21.  Co  A  Admin /Bde  Chap  ...  GIGIELLO,  XAVIER  J  ........  MAJ/LTC 

CHC  0  997  810 

22.  172d  MI  Det/Ccmdr  ....  BCWEN,  HARRY  R . MAJ/CPT 

AIS  05  320  333 

23.  24th  Mil  Hist  Det/Comdr  .  SANGSTER,  JAMES  H  .  . . . MAJ/CPT 

INF  05  208  865 

24.  51st  Chem  Det/Ccmdr  ...  CARR,  MILTON  B  . . CPT/CPT 

CMLC  089  804 

25.  39th  Inf  Platoon  (Scout 

Dog) . MEDLEN,  MICHAEL  K . LT/LT 

IN?  05  329  234 
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SUBJECT:  Switchboard  Designators 

UNIT _ SWITCHBOARD  DESIGNATOR 

173D  AIRBCRNE  BRIGADE  (SEPARATE) . BIEN  HOA  ARMY 

let  Bn/5Q3d  Inf . Paramount 

2nd  Bn/503d  Inf  . . Paragon 

4th  Eh/503d  Inf . Parablast 

3d  Eh/319th  Arty . Propel 

173d  Support  Battalion  .  .....................  Provide 

Co  D/l6th  Armor  (forward  area  only)  . . .  Punch 

Troop  E/I7th  Cavalry  (forward  area  only) . Precede 

l?3d  Engineer  Company  (forward  area  only)  . . Prepare 

145th  Avn  Eh................  .  Rotor 

6th  Bn/27th  Arty  . . . Haymaker 


TELEPHONE  INSTALLATION  .  .  .  Call  BIEN  HOA  ARMY  28 
BIEN  HOA  ARMY  LOCALS 

HEADQUARTERS  1730  AIRBCR1B  BRIGADE  (SEPARATE) 


UNIT 

BIEN  HOA  ARMY  NUMBER 

UNIT 

BIEN  HOA  ARMY  NUMBER 

CG . 

«  «  «  i  l 

.  .  6 

404th  RRU  .  . 

DCO/XO  .... 

.  5 

CBRE . 

SMJ . 

.  54 

TOC . 

S-l . 

.  1 

172d  MI  .  .  . 

S-2 . 

.  2 

Awards  4  Decorations  ....  72 

S-3 . 

.  3 

Chaplain  4  Red  Cross  ....  19 

«  »  •  •  . 

#  K 

PIO  .  .  .  .  . 

S-5 . 

,  .  49 

Engr  Officer  . 

Bde  AG  .  ,  ,  , 

,  .  7 

Bde  Surgeon  . 

Signal  Officer 

.  .  10 

Officers  Record  Sec  .ion  .  .  79 

Per s  Mgmt  .  . 

-  .  71 

PMO . 
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UNIT _ BIEN  HOA  ARMY  NWBER 

Pars  Acts . 72 

Pers  Reds  . . .  .  73 

Admin  Sve  Div  .......  74 


Bde  Finance  Officer  ....  75 
Reenlistment  Officer  ....  77 
Admin  Co . .  .  40 


15  February  196? 


UNIT _ BIEN  HOA  ARMY  NUMBER 


SJA . 17 

IG . 21 

FSCC . 22 

Air  LO  (Air  Force) . 24 

Hqo  Ccmdt . U3 

24th  Mil  Hist  Det . 89 
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NO  TWER  -  DECEMBER  -  JANUARY 


6  November  1966 

COL  P,  B,  Watson,  Director  of  Plane,  USACDC 

LTC  fleck,  USARV  CDO  LNO 

LTC  Hoffman,  US  AW  Project  Officer 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  briefing  and  visit  with  troops, 

14  November  1966 

COL  Lawton  Mag ruder,  MACV  TG 

COL  F,  J.  Petrilli,  USARV  JG 

COL  G,  B.  Woodworth,  1st  Logistical  Ccnmand  IG 

LTC  S.  T,  Porterfield,  Chief  Inspection  Division,  USARV  IG 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  Orientation  of  the  newly  arrived  MACV  IG 

15  November  1966 

LT  GEN  Lek  Naeomali,  RTA  (Royal  Thai  Amy)  Director  of  Operations  and  Senior  Thai 

Officer 

COL  Nark  Narmsoongneon,  RTA 

COL  Sombhund  Ruangvaidya,  RTA 

COL  Suraset  Rama  3  om  pop,  RTA 

COL  Luean  Pongstabhor,  RTA 

CPT  Pleng  Lowchalern,  RTN 

CPT  Charm  Nutamarm,  RTN 

GP  CPT  Prasort  Tongyou,  RTAF 

GP  CPT  Chamaran  Phatarnyodhin,  RTAF 

MAJ  Sadabphong  Soothiwongsa,  RTA 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  Orientation,  Briefing  and  visit  of  company  site  units, 

16  November  1966 

BG  Bernard  W.  Rogers,  ADC,  1st  Infantry  Division 
Aide  de  Camp 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  Briefing  on  Brigade  organization  and  orientation. 

21  November  1966 
BG  John  R.  Dean  Jr.,  USA 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  To  discuss  policies  of  t!*j  Brigade  with  Major  General 
Smith  prior  to  assuming  command  on  28  December  1966. 

26  November  1966 

BG  William  G.  Moore  Jr.,  USAI,  CG  834th  Air  Division 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  Visit  uith  Commanding  General  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate) 
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1  December  1966 


BG  Charles  W.  Jtydsr  Ji-. 

LTC  Koder 
MAJ  Augur 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  Orientation/Visit 

4  December  1966 

COL  Edward  E.  Beda,  Ordnance  Corp 
MAJ  Alex  J,  LeBlanc 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  CONARC  Liaison  Visit 

5  December  1966 

Senator  Henry  M.  Jackson  ( Dex -Washing ton ) ,  Senate  Committee  on  Armed  Services 
Mr.  Glen  A.  Smith,  Professional  Staff  Man 
LTC  Everett  L.  Harper,  USAF  Escort  Officer 
LTC  Clifford  E.  Skolglund,  USAHV  Escort  Officer 

PIJRPOSF  OF  VISIT:  To  review  military  posture  of  US  Troops 

6  December  19  5 

COL  Wood,  Team  Chief  CONARC  Training  Liaison  Team 
LTC  Thiel,  US  ATS  Representative 
MAJ  Donald  Souza,  USAHV  Eccort  Officer 
CPT  Walker,  USARV  Escort 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  Orientation  on  Combat  Operations  at  platoon  and  Company 
level. 


9  December  1966 

►L  .  W,  M.  Hurst,  Australian  Research  Scientist 
CPT  Me  Call  um,  Australian  Staff 

PULP'  oE  OF  VISIT:  Orientation  on  the  use  of  helicopters  in  support  of  Army 
operations  and  the  importance  of  aircraft  being  under  the 
control  of  the  Army  Tacti.al  Commander. 

12  December  1966 

Major  General  John  H,  Hay,  Department  of  the  Army 
PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  Orientation/Vi»it 

13  December  1966 

Mr.  Larry  W,  Coker,  USARV  Surgeon  Office 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  Orientation  and  visit  of  medical  facilities 
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IB  December  1966 

Mr.  Leo  Vnderson,  National  Commander'  of  American  Veteran's  Organization 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  To  gain  first  hand  knowledge  of  the  situation  in  Vietnam. 

23  December  1966 

Honorable  George  W.  Cruder,  US  Representative  (Dem-Tenn) 

CDR  Chesky,  MACV  Escort 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  To  obtain  first  hand  knowledge  of  the  current  situation 

24  December  1966 

GEN  Harold  K.  Job  son.  Chief  of  Staff,  US  Army 

LT  GEN  Harry  J.  Lemley,  DCSOPS 

MAJ  GEN  Keith  L.  Ware,  Chief  of  Information 

COL  Jasper  J.  Wilson,  Aide  to  COFSA 

COL  B.  H.  Hill,  USAHV  Escort  Officer 

LTC  R.  R.  Liday,  USAHV  Project  Officer 

CPT  J,  C.  Kern 

SGM  William  0.  Wooldridge,  SGM  of  the  Army 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  First  hand  discussion  of  major  problem  areas,  in  depth  brie¬ 
fings  of  Army  needs,  and  visit  to  units  and  facilities. 


28  December  1966 

MAJ  GEN  K.  L,  Ware,  Chief  of  Information,  United  States  Army 
LTC  C.  M.  Bushee,  Deputy  USAHV  10 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  Briefing  of  current  operations,  discussion  of  entire  scope 
of  information  activities  with  Information  Offices  and 
to  observe  operations. 


30  December  1966 

GEN  William  C.  Westmoreland,  CCKUSMACV 
Aide  De  Camp 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  Lunch,  updated  operational  briefing  and  visit  with  troops, 

5  Jan*’ ary  1967 

MAJ  GEN  C.  H.  Dunn,  J4  MACV 
COL  Coombs,  J4  Office,  MACV 
LTC  McCane,  G4  Office,  USAHV 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  To  discuss  and  observe  logistic  support  to  combat  units, 

10  January  1967 

GEN  Earle  G,  Wheeler,  Chairman,  Joint  Chiefs  of  Staff 

Mr,  (GS-17)  Daniel  Z,  Henkin,  Director  of  Operations,  ASD  (DA) 

COL  J.  H.  Elder,  Executive  to  CJCS 
COL  A.  S,  Edmonds,  Executive  of  CJCS 
MAJ  G.  B,  Crist,  Aide 
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PURP06E  OF  VISIT:  To  gain  first  hand  knowledge  of  the  current  situation 
13  January  1967 

Mr.  Stanley  Resor,  Secretary  of  the  Amy 

MAJ  GEN  Charles  PI  Brown 

BG  Lloyd  B,  Ramsey,  Dep  10,  DA 

COL,  C.  N.  Ccmpf 

COL,  R,  H.  Graves 

MAJ  J.  S.  Johnson 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  To  gain  first  hand  knowledge  of  the  current  situation 

19  January  1967 

LTC  Morse,  Deputy  Senior  Advisor,  18th  Infantry  Division  (AHVN) 

Mr.  Jones,  Senior  Civilian  Advisor,  18th  Infantry  Division  (AHVN) 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  OrientatioVBriefing 

20  January  1967 

LT  GEN  Nguyen  Van  Thleu,  Chairman,  National  Leadership  Council 
LT  GEN  Gao  Van  Vien,  Chief  JGS,  HVNAF 
LT  GEN  Le  Nguyen  Khang,  CG,  III  Corps 
BG  Pham  Quoc  Thuan,  CG,  5th  Infantry  Division  (AHVN) 

LT  GEN  J.  0.  Seaman,  CG,  II  FFORCEV,  8scort  Officer 
COL  Johnson,  Assistant  Deputy  Senior  Advisor,  III  Corps 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  General  Orientation  and  visit. 

21  January  1967 

GEN  Dwight  E.  Beach,  Canmandsr  in  Chief,  United  States  Army,  Pacific 

LTC  Jack  L.  Leggett,  Aide  de  Camp 

MAJ  GEN  Depuy,  CG,  1st  Infantry  Division 

COL  P.,L.  Dal  Ponte,  USARPAC 

COL  W.  B.  Sandlin,  USAHV  Escort  Officer 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  An  updated  operational  briefing  and  visit  with  units  of 

the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  and  11th  Amored  Cavalry 
Regiment. 


22  January  1967 

BG  Joseph  Joseph  A,  McChristian,  Assistant  Chief,  J2  MAOV 

COL  Robert  McMahon,  Chief  IODMACV  J2 

COL  Junichi  Buto,  Chief  Cl  Division,  MACV  J2 

CPT  James  Strachan,  Admin  Asst 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  General  Orientation,  and  to  receive  a  current  intelligence 
estimate  of  situation  on  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS. 


23  January  1967 
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BG  Salne  H.  Matheson,  Commanding  General  Designate,  let  Brigade,  101st  Airborne 

Division 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  Initial  Orientation 
27  January  -  1  February 

BG  S,  L,  A,  Marshall,  (RET),  Noted  Historian 
LTC  David  H,  Hackvorth 

PURPOSE  OF  VISIT:  To  train  selected  personnel  fro*  the  173d  Airborne  Bri¬ 
gade  (Separate),  the  11th  Araored  Cavalry  Regiment,  9th 
Infantry  Division  and  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  in  the 
techniques  of  conducting  canbat  interviews. 
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Logistical  Situation:  During  this  reporting  period  (1  November  to  31  January) 
four  battalion  size  or  larger  operations  were  conducted  as  during  the  previous  auar- 
ter.  Each  operation  will  be  discussed  chronologically. 

1.  Operation  ATTLEBORO:  To  support  Operation  ATTLEBORO,  a  Brigade  supply 
office  (BSO)  liaison  team  was  established  at  MINH  THANH  Airstrip  and  two  days  later, 
a  Brigade  Support  Operation  Center  (BSOC)  was  established  in  the  same  general  loca¬ 
tion.  Security  from  the  BSOC  was  provided  by  D/lJth  Armor  and  unit  resources. 

a.  Supply  and  Transportation:  Resupply  of  the  Brigade  was  accomplished 
daily  by  Air  Force  airlift  from  BIEN  HOA.  The  173d  Support  Battalion  furnished 
all  classes  of  supply.  Resupply  of  the  forward  elements  of  the  Brigads  was  accom¬ 
plished  by  UH-l's  and  CH-47's  utilizing  a  total  of  152  and  20  sorties  respectively. 

A  total  of  475 .8  short  tons  (ST)  of  supplies  were  handled  during  the  operation. 

b.  Breakdown  by  class  of  supply  are  listed  below: 


Class  1  . . 62.3  tons 

Class  II  &  IV  . . 29.0  tons 

Class  III  &  II1A  ..............  206.0  tons 

Class  V.  ..................  178.5  tons 


c.  A  graves  registration  team  was  attached  to  tl.e  Brigade  and  provided 
graves  registration  coverage. 

b.  Maintenance:  A  contact  team  from  Company  uDn  Maintenance,  173d  Sup¬ 
port  Battalion  provided  direct  support  maintenance  employing  one  officer  and  eight 
enlisted  men.,  Backup  maintenance  was  provided  via  air  from  BIEN  HOA.  A  total  of 
4O  jobs  were  received  during  the  Operation,  a  detailed  breakdown  of  which  follows : 


Section 

Jobs  Received 

Jobs  Completed 

Jobs  Inccmpleted 

Mechanical  Maintenance 

2 

2 

0 

Armament 

5 

4 

1 

Signal 

33 

33 

0 

d.  Medical:  Company  "B"  Medical  provided  medical  support  employing  four 
officers  and  thirty-eight  enlisted  men  offering  full  surgical,  medical  and  dental 
support.  The  clearing  station  served  as  the  primary  evacuation  facility  for 
casualties,  A  20-bed  holding  facility  was  maintained  for  minor  wounds,  injuries 
and  illnesses.  Backup  support  was  provided  by  the  3d  MASH,  7th  Surgical  Hospital, 
and  the  93d  Evacuation  Hospital.  Dustoff  was  provided  by  the  254th  Dustoff  Detach¬ 
ment.  A  total  of  79  patients/easualties  were  treated  during  the  entire  operation. 

2.  Operation  WACO:  The  1st  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  provided  LOC  (trains) 
from  BIEN  HOA.  Supplies  from  the  Battalion  BSO  were  sent  to  the  forward  area  by 
helicopter  or  truck.  Seven  2^-ton  trucks  were  employed  to  transport  one  company 
(+)  to  the  operational  area.  Helicopters  flew  27  sorties  in  support  of  the  1st 
Battalion  Operation. 
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3.  Operation  CANART/DUCK:  The  Brigade  elements  deployed  on  Operation  CANARI/ 
DUCK  were  resupplied  by  road  convoy  froo  BIEN  HOA.  A  forward  Brigade  Supply  Office 
liaison  team  consisting  of  two  officers  and  three  enlisted  men  was  established  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Brigade  Comand  Post  (Position  LARK). 

a.  Supply  and  Transportation:  The  following  is  a  total  of  all  supplies 
delivered  by  the  173d  Support  Battalion.  Resupply  convoy  was  run  oach  day  of  the 
operation  (7  December  1966  to  5  January  1967). 

Class  I . 213.4  (ST) 

Class  II  4  IV . 14.1  (ST) 

Class  m .  364.3  (ST) 

Class  V . 177.8  (ST) 

TOTAL .  796.6  (ST) 

A  total  of  517.24  short  tons  of  Class  V  was  issued  at  Base  Caap  during  the  period 
of  Operation  CANART/DUCK. 

b.  Maintenance:  A  snail  detachment  of  maintenance  personnel  from  HHC, 
173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  furnished  maintenance  for  vehicles  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Brigade  CP.  Vehicles  and  equipment  requiring  maintenance  beyond  2d  Echelon 
were  evacuated  by  highway  to  base  camp. 

c.  Medical  Company  "B"  (Medical)  of  the  173d  Support  Battalion  again 
provided  a  primary  evacuation  facility  at  base  camp.  The  Brigade  surgeon  was  lo¬ 
cated  at  the  Brigade  CP  (Position  LARK)  and  provided  surgical  aid  as  required  in 
addition  to  participating  in  ME  DC  A  P  operations. 

4.  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS:  To  support  this  operation,  a  Brigade 
Supply  Office  forward  element  was  established  at  PHU  LOI  for  the  first  phase  of 
the  operation  (NIAGARA  FALLS),  and  at  Position  RED  (ffiN  CAT)  far  the  second  phase 
of  the  operation  (CEDAR  FALLS),  along  with  a  Brigade  Supply  Operations  Center 
(BSOC ). 


a.  Supply  and  Transportation:  Resupply  was  accomplished  daily  by  road 
convoy  from  BIEN  HOA.  This  was  supplemented  by  drawing  from  the  1st  Logistical 
Command  stock  of  Class  V  and  Class  III  from  LI  A  KHE.  Thirty  (30)  2^-ton  trucks 
of  the  48th  Transportation  Group  moved  elements  of  the  Brigade  to  positions  at 
PHU  LOI  from  the  AO  of  Operation  CANART/DUCK.  Sixty  (60)  more  2^-ton  trucks  were 
employed  to  move  the  remainder  of  the  maneuver  elements  to  PHU  LOI  for  airlift 
into  an  assembly  area.  A  total  of  ninety  (90)  2^-ton  trucks  from  the  48th  Group 
were  used  to  extract  the  maneuver  elements  from  the  operational  area  at  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  operation.  A  total  of  1,322.2  short  tons  of  supplies  were  handled 
on  this  operation.  Of  this  amount  74  short  tons  wore  used  for  Operation  NIAGARA/* 
FALLS  and  1,248.2  short  tons  were  used  on  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS.  A  breakdown  by 
class  of  supply  follows: 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

Class  I . .  .  19.3  ST 

Jlass  II . . . . . .  .5  ST 
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Claes  III  ,  , 
Class  V 

TOTAL 


Claes  I  .  . 
Class  II  &  IV 
Class  III  . 
Class  T  .  . 

TOTAL 


CEDAR  FALLS 
Bien  Hoa 


CEDAR  FALLS 
Lai  Khe 


.  .2  ST 
.51.0  ST 
74.0  ST 


260.0?  ST 
.  52.75  ST 
574.69  ST 
164.79  ST 
1,052.30  ST 


Class  in .  8.1  ST 

Class  V . 187.8  ST 

TOTAL .  195.9  ST 


A  total  of  739  UH-1D  sorties  and  fire  (5)  CH-47  sorties  were  flown  from  the  BSOC 
to  forward  elements  of  the  Brigade. 

b.  Maintenance:  A  maintenance  contact  team  consisting  of  two  officers  and 
twenty  enlisted  men  from  Company  "D"  Maintenance,  173d  Support  Battalion  was  lo¬ 
cated  forward  at  Position  RED  and  provided  direct  support  maintenance.  Back  up 
support  and  resupply  of  repair  parts  was  accomplished  bv  road  convoy  resupply.  A 
breakdown  of  support  provided  follows: 


Jobs  Received  Jobs  Completed  Jobe  Inccmpleted 


Mechanical  Maintenance 

37 

37 

0 

Armament 

141 

140 

1 

Signal 

92 

92 

0 

Engineer 

9 

9 

0 

Service  and  Evacuation 

17 

17 

0 

A  noticeable  improvement  in  organizational  maintenance  was  observed, 

c.  Medical:  Company  "B"  (Medical)  again  provided  medical  support,  em¬ 
ploying  four  officers  and  thirty-five  enlisted  men,  offering  full  surgical,  medical 
and  dental  support.  The  clearing  station  service  was  used  as  the  primary  evacuation 
facility  for  casualties.  Dustoff  coverage  was  provided  through  the  1st  Division 
clearing  station.  Daily  routine  evacuation  was  accomplished  via  3/4-ton  ambulance 
by  road  convoy  and  LOC  helicopters  returning  to  BIEN  HOA  for  the  night.  A  total 
of  382  patients  were  treated  during  the  operation. 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS  I73D  AIRBORNE  BRIGADE  (SEPARATE ) 

APO  San  Francioco  96250 

AVBE-SC  25  February  1967 

SUBJECT:  .  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


TO:  Commanding  General 

1st  Infantry  Division 
ATTN:  ABVB-T 
APO  96345 


The  following  report  is  submitted  in  accordance  with  MACV  Directive  Number 

335-8. 

1.  General:  The  wide  opread  terrorism  in  the  SAIGON-CHOLON  Area  perpetrated 
the  conception  of  Operation  NIAGARA/ CEDAR  FALLS,  on  of  the  largest,  most  complex 
and  one  of  the  most  effective  operations  in  the  VIETNAM  WAR.  Intelligence  reports 
fed  to  MACJ2  indicated  that  the  source  of  these  terrorist  activities,  along  with 
the  location  of  the  Viet  Cong  Military  Region  IV  Headquarters  was  in  fact  located 
in  the  heretofore  inpenetrable  IRON  TRIANGLE  north  of  SAIGON.  The  mission  of 
Operation  NIAGARVGEDAR  FALLS:  to  seal  off  the  Triangle  and  anihilate  the  enemy 
within,  destroying  his  fortifications  and  generally  crushing  the  power  of  the  MR 
IV  Headauarters . 

The  Ooeration  was  the  first  planned  multi-division  Operation  in  VIETNAM,  em¬ 
ploying  the  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION,  the  25TH  INFANTRY  DIVISION,  the  I96TH  LIGHT 
INFANTRY  BRIGADE,  the  5TH  ARVN  DIVISION,  elements  of  the  11TH  ARMORED  CAVALRY 
REGIMENT,  the  18TH  ENGINEER  BRIGADE,  and  the  1730  AIRBORNE  BRIGADE  (SEPARATE). 

This  marks  the  second  time  the  Brigade  has  operated  in  the  IRON  TRIANGLE 
(OPORD  25-65,  8  -  14  October  1965).  The  task  given  to  the  173D  AIRBCRNE  BRIGADE 
(SEPARATE)  was  to  conduct  a  deception  or  feint  from  a  staging  area  near  PHU  LOI 
in  the  CAU  DINH  JUNGLE,  an  island  of  dense  forest,  north  of  a  Rubber  Plantation 
between  NATIONAL  HIGHWAY  13  and  the  THI  TINH  RIVET.  (XT  7723). 


*The  IRON  TRIANGLE  was  named  in  early  1963  by  UPI  writer  Peter  Arnett,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  NEW  ZEALAND  and  a  veteran  news  correspondent,  who  noticed  a  basic  simi¬ 
larity  in  enemy  concentration  between  this  area  and  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  of  the  KOREAN 
CONFLICT.  Both  areas  seemed  virtually  inpenetrable  owing  to  their  difficult  ter¬ 
rain.  The  people  of  VIETNAM  refer  to  the  area  as  "AN  SON  NORTH"  meaning  "new  ham- 
le*".  The  area  has  been  a  center  of  Viet  Cong  activity  since  early  1950.  It  is 
a  transit  area  for  VC  moving  frcm  the  north  through  the  western  edge,  while  local 
units  move  through  the  eastern  edge.  It  was  infected  with  local  base  camps,  medi¬ 
cal  canolexes  and  tunnel  communication  liaison  areas.  From  the  Triangle,  the  VC 
has  been  able  to  operate  on  HIGHWAY  13  the  east  as  well  as  conduct  mortar  and 
claymore  mine  attacks  against  friendly  forces. 
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AVBE-SC  25  February  196? 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


- 


2.  Name  of  Operation:  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS 

3,  References:  Map  Sheets,  VIETNAM,  Series  L  -  7014,  Sheets  6330  I,  I V 
6331  I,  II,  A  IV,  6231  I,  II,  6230  I. 

.  Type  of  Operation:  Search  and  Destroy 

5,  Date  of  Operation:  5  January  1967  to  25  January  1967 

6.  Location:  BINH  DUONG  PROVINCE,  THANH  DIEN  FOREST  RESERVE,  and  IRON  TRI¬ 
ANGLE  west  of  BEN  CAT  and  the  CAU  DINH  JUNGLE. 


7.  Command  Headquarters :  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate) 

8.  Reporting  Officer:  Brigadier  General  John  R.  Deane  Jr. 

9.  Task  Force  Organization: 


Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS 
Task  Force  ALPHA 


l/503d  Inf 
1  Engr  Sqd 
3  Scout  Dog  This 
B/2/34th  Armor 
C/3 /319th  Arty  (Dir  Sot) 

Tnk  Plt/l/4th  Cav  -  OPCON 

35th  Ranger  Bn  (ARVN)  supported 
the  Operation 


Operation  CEDAR  FALLS 


Task  Force  DEANE 


I/503d  Inf  -  LTC  BRCWNJEE 

1  Tnk  Pit  -  2/llth  ACR 
A/5/2d  Arty  (AW) 

1  Engr  Sqd 
1  MP  Sqd 
3  Scout  Dog  This 

4/5Q3d  Inf  -  LTC  HEALY 

D/l6th  Armor 
1  Engr  Sqd 
1  MP  Sqd 
3  Scout  Dog  Tms 

l/4th  Cay,  (1st  Inf  Dlv)  -  LTC  FIFE 
C/5/2d  Arty  (AW) 


2/503d  Inf  -  LTC  SIGHOLTZ 

1  Engr  Sad 
1  MP  Sqd 

3  Scout  Dog  Teams 


11th  ACR  /  -  )  -  C01  COBB 

2/llth  ACR 
3/llth  ACR 
1  MP  Sod 


35th  Ranger  Bn  (ARVN) 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


Bde  Control 

1  Rifle  Co  -  L/503d  Inf 
E/I7th  Cav 

3/3 19th  Arty  (+  2d  &  3d  How  Btry/llth  ACR) 

173d  Engr  Co  (-) 

335th  AMCL 

173d  MP  Pit  (+  2/A/72d  MP  Bn) 

HHC  (-) 

10.  Supporting  Forces: 
a.  USAF 

(1)  Size  of  Force: 

(a)  7th  Air  Force 

1.  3d  Tactical  Fighter  Wing 

2.  12th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing 
31st  Tactical  Fighter  Wing 

4.  8th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing 
£.  35th  Tactical  Fighter  Wing 

(b)  The  19th  Tactical  Air  Support  Squadron  of  the  504th  Tactical 

Control  Group 

(2)  How  and  When  Enployed: 

(a)  TAC  Sorties: 


3d  TFV . . . .  .  77 

12th  TFW . 7 

31st  TFW . 17 

8th  TFW .  11 

35th  TFW . _62 

TOTAL  SORTIES . 174 

(b)  FAC  Sorties: 

19th  TASS .  25 

(c)  VNAF  Sorties  . . 2 

(d)  Tons  of  Ordnance  .............  206 

(e)  Visual  Reconnaissance  ..........  35 

(f)  Escort  Missions  9 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Of>erations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness: 

Bomb  Damage  Assessments  were  limited  due  to  smoke  and  foliage 
in  the  AO.  No  reports  were  made  ol'  ground  assessments,  however,  numerous  Viet 
Cong  bodies  were  found  in  the  areas  subjected  to  airstrikes,  Airstrikes  also 
uncovered  previously  hidden  VC  installations. 

(4)  Timeliness:  A  LI  sorties  provided  arrived  within  a  usable  time 
frame  and  most  were  effectively  employed.  Two  flights  were  released  because  of 
ground  action  at  the  time  of  their  arrival  precluded  their  use.  Two  additional 
flights  were  released  owing  to  the  use  of  artillery  fire  also  being  employed  in 
the  target  area. 


(5) 

FAC 

(Forward  Air  Control )  Pi 

(a) 

LTC  H*nry  W.  Burrow 

(b) 

CPT  James  T,  Caliagham 

(c) 

CFT  Eric  E.  Miller 

(d) 

CPT  Arthur  Roberts 

Army 

Aviation: 

(1) 

Size 

>f  Force: 

During  Ore  ration  CEDAR  FALLS,  the  Brigade  was  .supported  by  the 
following  aviation  unit? : 

(a)  11th  Aviation  Battalion 

(b)  145th  Aviation  Battalion 

(c)  335th  Aviation  Company  (Air  Mobile  Light) 

(d)  Brigade  Aviation  Platoon  (Casper  Platoon) 

(2)  How  and  When  Employed: 


Mission  Sorties 


Aerial  Observer  .  ,  .  51 

Armed  Helicopter  ............  1,010 

Command  and  Liaison  . . 752 

Medical  Evacuation  ..  ,,.,,.,.,.,9 
Aerial  Reconnaissance  485 

ResuoDly  2,956 

Troop  Canbat  Asiault  .........  2,006 

Miscellaneous  ...  ,  2,622 


TOTAL . 9,717 

(3)  Aviation  rendered  normal  support  to  the  Brigade  during  Operation 
NIAGARA'CEDAR  FALLS.  Thr  ligh;ight  of  the  Operation  was  the  emp.oyment  of  the  Sky 
Cavalry  concept  as  develocel  by  the  Brigade.  This  roncej't  involves  movement  of 
small  units  (12  men)  Ln  the  checkerboard  fashi.n  with  the  AO, 
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Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


(4)  A  total  of  2,245  hours  were  flown  in  support  of  the  Operation. 
Aircraft  flew  an  average  of  112  hours  per  day, 

(5)  A  total  of  15,853  passengers  were  carried  during  the  Operation. 

(6)  A  total  of  682  tons  or  cargo  was  moved  during  the  Operation  for 
a  daily  average  of  34  tons. 

(7)  Results  and  Effectiveness: 


(•)  The  Aero  Scouts  proved  to  be  highly  effective  in  spotting 
envoy  positions,  personnel  and  rice  caches  and  structures. 


sions. 


(b)  The  Aero  Scout  section  captured  2  VC  on  two  separate  occa- 


(c)  The  team  of  scouts,  gunshipa  and  slicks  used  in  the  Sky 
Cavalry  operations  proved  to  be  very  flexible  and  the  configuration  of  the  light 
elements  may  be  tailored  t:»  fit  any  requirement, 

(3)  Timeliness:  In  no  case  did  the  aviation  elements  fail  to  respond 
rapidly  to  meet  a  new  or  changing  situarion. 


c.  Artillery 

(1)  Size  of  Force: 

Btry  A,  3d  Bn,  319th  Arty  (6  105mm  How) 

Btry  B,  3d  Bn,  319th  Arty  (6  105mm  How) 

Btry  C,  3d  Bn,  319th  Arty  (6  105nm  How) 

How  Btry.  2d  Sqdn,  Uth  ACR  (6  105mm  SP)  OPCON 

How  Btry,  3d  Sqdn,  Llth  ACR  (6  105™  SP)  OPCON 

Btry  C,  2d  Bn,  35th  Arty  (155mm  SP)  GSR  (1?  Jan  67  to 
25  Jan  67) 

Btry  A.  2d  Bn,  35th  Arty,  (155™  SP)  GSR  (8  Jan  67  to 
25  Jan  67) 

Additional  Artillery  from  Div  Arty,  1st  Inf  Div  (8",  155mn 
4  175mm)  also  utilized  throughout  the  operation, 

(2)  How  and  When  Employed: 

(a)  On  call  missions  were  fired  daily  throughout  the  Operation 
by  both  ground  and  air  observers.  The  air  observer  was  used  for  registrations  and 
missions  as  requested  by  ground  elements.  The  ground  observer  attached  to  the 
infantry  company  fired  contact  missions  and  defensive  concentrations  in  support  of 
their  units. 


(b)  H  4  I  fire3  were  planned  daily  by  forward  observers,  bat¬ 
talion  liaison  officers  and  the  battalion  S3, 


(c)  Preparation  of  Landing  Zones: 

LZ  #5  -  091051  to  091100H  January  1967 
LZ  #6  -  091211  to  09123 1H  January  1967 
XT  719271,  XT  716276,  XT  721280,  XT  717277,  XT  720279  - 
130730  to  130746H  January  and  130820  to  12083 OH  January  1967. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


XT  692246  to  XT  71J250  -  150930  to  151002H  January  j.967 

XT  737256  to  XT  738254  -  160805  to  1609Q3H  January  196? 

X"  721260  to  XT  729260  -  180725  to  180906H  January  1967 

LZ  #2  -  181645  to  181743 H  January  1967 

LZ  #3  -  181645  to  181700H  January  1967 

LZ  #4  -  181705  to  181730H  January  1967 

LZ  MIKE  -  200700  to  200835H  January  1967 

LZ  BOB  -  200700  to  20083 5 H  January  196? 

LZ  TCM  -  200700  to  200730H  January  1967 

Preparation  for  route  of  advance  200915  to  201040H  Jan  67 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness:  Preparatory  fires  on  landing  zones 
and  routes  of  advance  were  very  effective.  Numerous  secondary  explosions  were 
observed  during  the  preparations  of  landing  zones  and  routes  indicated  destruc¬ 
tion  of  enemy  mines  and  boobrtraps.  Enemy  resistance  was  generally  light  and 
consisted  mainly  of  harassing  actions.  Artillery  support  was  therefore  charac¬ 
terized  by  numerous  missions  of  brief  duration  which  were  intended  to  seal  off  the 
enemy  route  of  escape  or  to  reduce  small  fortified  points  of  resistance,  H  4  I 
first  were  active  by  day  and  night,  restricted  only  by  the  amount  of  terrain  not 
occupied  by  friendly  elements.  The  effectiveness  of  this  program  is  indicated  by 
the  numerous  bodies  with  shrapnel  wounds  found  during  the  operation, 

(4)  Timeliness: 

Coordination  between  Artillery,  TAC  Air  and  gunships  was  very 
effective.  Ch  call  fire  missions  were  processed  quickly,  delays  occuring  only 
when  several  adja>  jnt  units  were  required  to  approve  missions  in  the  operational 
area  to  insure  troop  safety  through  verification  of  unit  locations, 

(5)  Missions  and  Rounds  Fired: 

(a)  3d  Battalion.  319th  Artillery 

Missions  -  789 

Rounds  Expended  -  28,593 

(b)  Operational  Control  Units 

1.  Howitzer  Batterv/2/llth  ACR 

Miaaions-190 

Rounds  Expended  -  7,528 

2.  Howitzer  Battery/3/llth  ACR 

Missions  -  210 
Rounds  Expended  -  7,815 

d,  E  Troop,  17th  Cavalry 

(l)  Size  of  Force: 

3  Cavalry  Platoons  (Can  be  employed  as  Aero  Rifle  Platoons  / 

1  LRRP  Platoon 

1  Aero  Scout  Section  (Less  0H-13’ s  and  Pilots) 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


(2)  How  ana  When  Employed: 

(a)  The  unit's  mission  was  to  conduct  ai7-  mobile  search  and 
destroy  operations  in  the  rice  Daddies  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  IRON 
TRIANGLE,  along  ths  SAIGON  RIVER. 

(b)  Thr  area  of  operations  was  confined  to  the  rice  paddies 
and  adjacent  areas  along  the  SAIGON  RIVER.  Weather  throughout  the  operation  was 
relatively  cool  and  dry.  The  terrain  was  characterized  by  inundated  rice  paddies 
cut  by  many  deep  tree  lined  canals  varying  in  width  from  3  to  40  feet.  None  of 
this  area  was  considered  trafficab?e  for  the  surface  type  vehicles  organic  to  the 
Cavalry  Troop,  Numerous  straw  thatched  huts  containing  log  and  mud  or  (occa¬ 
sionally)  concrete  bunkers  were  located  in  the  canal  tree  lines. 

(c)  The  unit  used  none  of  its  organic  vehicles  during  the 
operation  and  organized  each  armored  cavalry  platoon  into  three  (3)  12-man  squads 
for  airmobile  operations.  Each  squad  was  normally  armed  with  one  (1)  M-60  machine- 
gun,  one  (l)  M-79  grenade  launcher,  and  ten  (10)  M-16  rifles.  Each  man  carried 
both  smoke  (colored)  and  M-26  fragmentary  grenades.  Aircraft  for  the  operation 
were  attached  for  varying  lengths  of  time  on  a  day  to  day  basis.  The  number  and 
type  of  aircraft  varied  but  the  norual  organization  was  as  follows: 

2  -  OH  13  Aero  Scouts 

2  -  UH-1B  Gun  Ships 

4  -  UH-1D  Slicks 

1  -  Command  and  Control  Aircraft  ( UH-1B) 

(d)  The  enemy  encountered  was  at  no  time  larger  than  squad 
size  and  normally  consisted  of  2  to  3  man  elements.  Initially,  (1st  and  2d  day) 
the  enemy  encountered  were  primarily  small  work  parties  of  about  3-man  sized  who 
were  living  along  the  tree  lined  canals  with  the  probable  mission  of  harvesting 
as  much  rice  as  possible  from  the  surrounded  rice  paddies.  As  the  main  force 
closed  in  on  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  the  enemy  encountered  were  transient  groups  at¬ 
tempting  to  infiltrate  or  exfiltrate  the  TRIANGLE  area  along  the  canals  and  through 
the  rice  paddies.  Few  weapons  were  caotured  and  where  possible,  the  enemy  fled 
without  a  prolonged  fire  fight.  Contact  seldom  lasted  more  than  2  to  5  minutes, 

(e)  The  basic  scheme  of  maneuver  was  as  follows: 

1.  During  the  day  time,  2  platoons  were  placed  on  the 
ground  to  search  selected  tree  lines  and  move  from  one  to  another  by  helicopter 
as  deemed  recessary.  The  3d  platoon  was  held  as  a  quick  reaction  force  with  one 
12-man  team  (2  A/C)  airborne  near  or  over  the  area  of  operations.  The  armed 
helicopters  were  used  to  support  the  ground  elements  as  follows: 

a.  The  OH-13  Scouts  performed  low  and  slow  armed  re¬ 
con  of  the  area  to  select  and  mark  landing  sites  and  to  detect  apy  enemy  who  might 
be  attempting  to  flee  from  the  ground  elements, 

b,  The  gun  ships  provided  fire  support  for  the  UH-1D 
troop  carriers  while  they  were  landing  and  taking  off  by  firing  suppressive  fire 
when  the  situation  permitted  or  by  being  ready  to  return  enemy  fire  during  this 
critical  period.  They  also  sunDorted  the  movement  of  the  ground  elements  and  de¬ 
stroyed  tars'*. ts  of  ouportunity  with  their  quickly  responsive  fire  power. 
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c,  During  the  hours  of  darkness,  12-nan  etajr  behind 
ambush  patrols  were  placed  in  selected  locations  with  preplanned  artillery  sup¬ 
port  to  deny  enemy  freedom  of  movement  and  inflict  maximum  casualties, 

d.  All  orders  for  the  operation  were  verbal  and  Frag 
orders  were  frequently  used, 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness1  See  Tab  C,  page  16  &  1? 

(4)  Timeliness:  N/A 
a.  Company  D.  16th  Armor 

(1)  Size  of  Force: 

(a)  3  APC  Platoons  (4  APC’s  per  pLatocn) 

(b)  1  Mortar  Platoon  (4  4,4 2“  mortar  tracks,  one  (l)  FDC  APC) 

(c )  1  Command  APC 

(2)  How  and  When  Bmclcyed- 

(a)  The  mission  for  this  unit  on  9  January  was  to  provide  a 
screen.  On  11  through  24  January  196?,  the  mission  was  to  sieze  and  hold  OBJEC¬ 
TIVE  5  and  OBJECTIVE  6. 

(b)  This  unit  was  under  the  operational  control  of  the  4/503d 
Infantry  Battalion  through  at  the  duration  of  the  operation.  Supporting  units 
consisted  mainly  of  artille.y  batteries,  to  include  3/3 19th  Artillery,  Army  Avia¬ 
tion  (335th  AMCL),  organic  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate),  USAF,  and  the 
4.2"  mortar  platoon  also  provided  necessary  support.  Reaction  forces  were  at  all 
times  available  if  operational  requirements  had  made  it  necessary  to  call  on  them, 
and  on  one  occasion,  it  was  necessary  to  call  on  elements  of  the  11th  ACR  to  aid 
this  unit  in  its  mis sic  i, 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness: 

Operation  CEDaR  FALLS  was  an  excellent  operation  as  far  as  the 
use  and  deployment  of  this  company's  armored  capabilities  are  concerned.  On  all 
occasions,  maximum  use  of  shock-action  and  fire  power  of  the  APC  were  utilized. 

The  company  was  also  used  in  perimeter  defense,  however,  due  to  the  close  proxi¬ 
mity  of  the  other  units,  the  caliber  ,50  machinegun  could  not  be  used,  thus  re¬ 
ducing  the  effectiveness  of  the  comoany's  basic  weapan/vehicle,  the  M113  APC. 

The  company  reacted  well  to  all  types  of  enemy  contact,  and  where  engaged,  the 
volume  of  fire  returned  was  timely  and  well  controlled, 

(4)  Tlmliness:  N/A 

f ,  173d  Engineer  Company 

(l)  Size  of  Force: 

Two  (2)  Line  Platoons  (Combat  Engineers) 

One  (1)  Bridge  Platoon  (Boats) 

One  (1)  Maintenance  Platoon 
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{/)  How  ami  When  Employed:  The  i73J  Engineer  C  mpany  depl  yed  on 
Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  with  the  company  (-}  attached  to  three  Infantry  battalion** 
The  Engineers  supported  the  Brigade  with  "Tunnel  Rat"  Teams,  demsiitlnn  teams, 
road  reconnaissance  and  repair,  mine  clearii.g  and  water  point  operations  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  aiding  in  the  securing  of  the  northwest  portion  of  the  Brigade's  peri¬ 
meter,  A  day  by  day  outline  ol  the  Engineer  C<wpany'a  acti\itie:i  farrows; 

( a )  7-13  January  1967: 

C  inducted  river  patrolling,,  river  traffic  control  and  re¬ 
supply  operations  for  the  L/59'id  Infantry, 

( b )  8  -  iO  January  1967 

Arrived  at  Position  RED  and  established  perimeter  se¬ 
curity.  A  xat'ir  point  was  established  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  74533b, 

2,  Oared  TOC  area,  insuring  that  it  was  fre*  of  mine. 

boobytraps,  etc. 


2*  Construe  tea  TCC  Command  bunker 

4.  Conducted  river  reconnaissance  witn  pneumatic  assault 
boats,  vicinity  XT  718328, 

Constructed  a  Refugee  Center  (EX)  meters  x  *50  inters) 

vicinity  XT  733323, 

( c )  jlL  January  1967  '■ 

L  Repaired  nad  leading  to  the  Refugee  C**ntrr» 

2,  Hauled,  tamped  and  graded  iatente 

(d)  12  January  1967  ' 

_1,  Deployed  as  Infantry  -  sent  ou‘  night  ambu.ih  fatroi, 
having  negative  results. 


2,  Destroyed  a  quantity  of  VC  ammunition  and  grenades 
whose  location  was  supplied  by  the  172d  MI  Detachment, 


(e )  14  January  1967 : 

Cleared  fielas  of  fire  for  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  with 

heavy  equipment, 

2,  Cleared  laterite  pit  of  mines  at  Position  RED, 

2»  bepported  the  repair  of  ARyN  Bulldozers 

Sent  out  a  night  ambush  patrol  having  negative  results, 

( f )  15  January  1967 : 

Cleared  a  l„500  oeter  section  of  HIGfWAY  14, 
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(g)  16  January  1967: 

Engaged  in  light  enemy  contact  on  perimeter  resulting  in 
1  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  1  US  WIA. 

(h)  14-21  January  1967: 

1.  Construe  .«d  a  floating  mine  barrier  on  river  vicinity 
of  bridge  XT  737332,  See  Special  Equirvrent/Techniques. 

2,  Picked  up  eight  (8)  Chieu  Hoi  detainees,  vicinity  XT 

682275. 

2.  Picked  up  three  (3)  Chieu  Hoi  detainees,  vicinity  XT 

677290. 

(i)  22  January  1967: 

Discovered  30  tons  of  paddy  rice  vhich  was  evacuited  to 

the  BSC, 


(j)  23  January  1967: 

Conducted  Civic  Action  Projects,  vicinity  of  BEN  OAT. 

(k)  8-23  January  1967: 

1.  Explored,  mapped,  and  destroyed  9,000  meters  o.f  VC 
tunnel  network,  200  separate  bunkers,  and  500  meters  of  trench  in  the  IRON  TRI¬ 
ANCLE. 


2.  Produced  and  distributed  139,000  gallons  of  potible 
water  to  units  in  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate),  1st  Infantry  Division  and 
the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment. 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness: 

Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS  found  tL  173d  Engineer  Company 
expending  most  of  its  effort  on  tunnel  exploration,  mapping  and  destruction  of 
tunnels.  By  using  small  caliber  pistols  and  flashlights,  and  by  maintaining 
communication  by  wire  at  all  times  at  all  times,  the  "Tunnel  Rat"  Teams  were 
able  to  move  quickly  with  confidence  while  relaying  information  to  other  teamates, 
(See  Tab  F  -  Tunnel  Complex  Drawings ) 

g.  173d  Military  Police  Platoon 

(l)  Sise  of  Force:  The  173d  Military  Police  Platoon  consists  of  1 
Officer  and  50  enlisted  men.  During  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS,  the  men  were 
employed  as  follows: 


Brigade  CP  . . 1  Officer,  29  EH 

l/5Q3d  Inf..,.,,....,..,,  7  EH 

2/5Q3d  Inf  ..............  .  7  EH 

4/5Q3a  Inf  .  7  EH 
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(2)  How  and  When  Employed: 

(a)  To  provide  necessary  traffic  control  points  for  movement 
of  the  Brigade  to  and  from  the  tactical  area  of  operations , 

(b)  To  establish,  operate  and  secure  a  Refugee  Collection 
Point,  vicinity  of  BEN  CAT,  HV>', 

(c)  Secured  two  t ridges,  vicinity  of  BEN  CAT  and  provided  de¬ 
file  control  during  daylight  hours , 

(d)  Provided  escort-  and  security  for  daily  Brigade  resupply 
convoys  to  and  from  BIEN  HOA. 

(e)  Maintained  a  FWCP  (Prisoner  of  War  Collection  Point)  at 
the  Brigade  Forward  Base  Camp, 

(f)  Performed  other  missions  as  required, 

h,  39th  Infantry  Platoon  Sccut  Dog 

(1)  Size  of  Forces 

(a)  3  souads  of  six  (6)  dog  teams  per  squad 

(b)  HQ  section  with  Platoon  Leader,  Platoon  Sergeant  and  a 
Veterinary  Animal  Specialist, 

(2)  How  and  When  Employed: 

The  Scout  Dog  is  trained  to  detect  and  give  silent  warning  of 
the  presence  of  any  strange  individual  or  group.  He  will  prove  especially  use¬ 
ful  in  warning  of  ambushes  and  attempts  at  infiltration.  The  scout  dog  is  worked 
by  one  (1)  man,  the  handler,  who  has  been  especially  trained  in  this  type  of  work. 
The  dog  works  on  a  short  or  long  leash  most  of  the  time,  howevsr,  being  off  the 
leash  entirely.  The  dogs  work  in  daylight  or  darkness,  in  any  kind  of  weather  and 
in  jungle  or  open  country.  The  scout  dogs  were  employed  in  the  following  manner: 

(a)  Reconnaissance  Patrols 

(b)  Canbat  Patrols  -  Search  and  Destroy 

(c)  Outposts,  Listening  and  Observation 

(d)  Night  Attacks 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness: 

During  Operation  NIAGARA/ CEDAR  FALLS,  the  scout  dog  teams  at¬ 
tached  to  the  Infantry  units  were  instrumental  in  detecting  VC  positions,  tunnels, 
base  camns,  rice  and  suoply  caches.  There  were  twelve  (12)  teams  deployed  on  the 
operation,  oarticipcting  in  eighty  (80)  patrols.  During  the  Operation,  one  dog 
was  lost  which  has  not  been  recovered, 

i,  Slot  Chemical  Detachment: 
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(1)  Size  of  Force:  1  Officer  and  4  Enlisted  Men 

(2)  How  and  When  Qnployed:  The  5 lot  Chemical  Detachment  employed  an 
18  HP  BUFFALO  TURBINE  (See  Special  Equipment/Techniques)  mounted  either  on  an  APC 
or  on  a  sling  load  of  a  UH-1D  helicopter  to  aid  in  the  exploration  of  VC  tunnels. 
The  turbine  weight  800  pounds  and  is  capable  of  displacing  8,500  cubic  f«et  per 
minute  of  air,  smoke  or  CS  into  a  tunnel  entrance.  For  a  complete  analysis  of  the 
employment  of  this  turbine,  see  page  41, 

(3)  Results  and  Effectiveness:  The  BUFFALO  TURBINE  proved  to  be 
highly  effective  in  the  following  missions: 

(a)  Flushing  VC  from  tunnels  by  pumping  smoke  into  the  shaft. 

(b)  Locating  tunnel  entrances  and  ventilation  holes  and  thus 
tracing  the  configuration  of  the  tunnel  by  blowing  smoke  into  known  entrances, 
while  aerial  observers  mark  the  various  exits  of  the  smoke, 

(c)  Flushing  smoke  and  Riot  Control  Agent  (RCA)  vapors  from  a 
tunnel  to  enable  entrance  of  tunnel  exploration  teams. 

(d)  Furnishes  fresh  air  in  badly  ventilated  tunnels  to  aid  the 
exploration  parties. 

(4)  Timeliness:  Few  delays  were  experienced  due  to  easy  transpor¬ 
tability  cf  the  equipment  by  helicopter  or  APC. 

11,  Intelligence 

a.  Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS  -  5  January  to  7  January  L967 

(1)  Enemy  Situation  Before  Operation:  Prior  to  the  commencement  of 
Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS,  in  an  area  consisting  of  the  southern  tip  of  the  IRON 
TRIANGU5,  the  PHU  LOI  Viet  Cong  Local  Force  Battalion  and  the  C-63d  Viet  Cong 
Companies  were  believed  to  be  operating  in  addition  to  the  2d  and  3d  Viet  Cong 
Naln  Force  Battalions  of  the  165/A  VC  Main  Force  Regiment,  The  enemy's  morale 
was  believed  to  have  been  lowered  by  poor  living  conditions  coupled  with  friendly 
artillery  and  air  strikes.  The  enemy  was  attributed  with  the  capability  of* 

(a)  Initiating  harassing  attacks  in  the  Brigade's  AO  and  inter¬ 
dicting  ROUTE  13  at  his  choosing, 

(b)  Reinforcing  guerrilla  elements  with  elements  of  the  PHU  LOI 
Local  Force  Battalion  and  the  2d  and  3d  Battalions  of  the  I65/A  Regiment. 

(c)  Defense  in  a  limited  area  for  a  short  period  of  time. 

(d)  Withdrawing  from  or  avoiding  contact  at  anytime  and  place 

of  his  choosing. 

(2)  Enemy  Situation  During  Operation:  During  Operation  NIAGARA 
FALLS,  elements  of  the  Brigade  failed  to  make  contact  with  enemy  forces  larger  than 
five  (5)  men.  One  small  base  camp  was  found  and  a  few  small  food  and  eouipaent 
caches  were  discovered,  none  of  which  indicated  that  a  large  size  unit  had  used 
the  area  recently.  It  was  believed,  however,  that  when  US  of  AHVN  troops  are  not 
present,  the  VC  will  continue  to  infiltrate  both  men  and  supplies  through  the  area. 
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(3)  Area  of  Operations: 

(a)  Weather  and  Climate.  The  northeast  monsoon  influenced  the 
weather  during  Ooeration  NIAGARA  FALLS.  Precipitation  during  the  operation  was 
light  and  was  normal  for  the  season.  There  w.i3  no  morning  fog.  The  weather  did 
not  appear  to  aid  the  enemy  in  any  specific  ma.iner. 

(b)  Terrain:  The  AO  was  ch.iracterized  by  flat  land  with  minor 
changes  in  elevation.  The  highest  point  of  elevation  in  the  AO  is  a  gentle  slope, 
28  meters  in  height,  located  vicinity  XT  801232.  The  SONG  SAIGON  and  the  SONG  THI 
TINH  form  the  major  drainage  pattern  for  the  AO,  There  are  numerous  small  streams, 
tributaries,  and  interaittant  streams  interlaced  throughout  the  entire  area.  The 
RACH  ONG  MARG  (XT  766191  to  XT  770175  )  provided  an  irrigation  channel  lor  the  ex¬ 
tensive  rice  fields  located  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the  AO,  The  two  large 
rivers  formed  major  obstacles  to  the  west  and  portions  of  the  south,  A  relatively 
large  number  of  rubber  plantations  were  centered  at  XT  785210,  Small  islands  of 
dense  forest  were  located  throughout  the  AO.  The  largest  of  these  dense  forests 
was  located  north  of  a  rubber  plantation  between  NATIONAL  HIGHWAY  13  and  SONG  THI 
TINH. 

b.  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  -  8  January  to  25  January  x9t>7 

(1)  Enemy  Situation  Before  Operation:  Prior  to  the  commencement  of 
Operation  CEDAR  FALLS,  the  272d  VC  Main  Force  Regiment,  the  7th  Battalion  of  the 
I65th/A  Regiment,  the  PHU  LOI  Battalion,  the  local  force  companies  C61,  C62  and 
C63  were  believed  to  be  operating  within  the  areas  of  operation  and  interest. 

The  2d  and  3d  VC  Main  Force  Battalions  cf  the  165/A  Regiment  were  believed  to  be 
within  the  area  surrounding  the  Triangle ,  but  the  exact  location  was  net  known. 

The  enemy's  morale  had  been  lowered  by  TAC  airstrikes  and  intensive  artillery 
preparations,  The  enemy  was  attributed  with  the  following  capabilities; 

(a)  Initiating  harassing  attacks  within  the  AO  and  interdicting 
ROUTE  13  at  his  choosing, 

(b)  Reinforcing  guerrilla  elements  with  the  PHU  LOI  Battalion 
and/or  the  2d  and  3d  Battalions  of  the  165/A  Regiment, 

(c)  Conducting  a  limited  defense  at  his  choosing, 

(d  Withdrawing  from  or  avoiding  contact  with  US  Forces. 

(2)  Enemy  Situation  During  Operation:  From  8  January  to  25  January 
1967,  elements  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  and  the  11th  Armored 
Cavalry  Regiment  (-)  maintained  daily  contact  with  the  enemy*  The  sporadic  con¬ 
tacts  were  usually  initiated  by  friendly  forces  and  terminated  by  VC  withdrawal. 

The  largest  contact  was  on  16  January  by  C/L/503d  Infantry  with  a  VC  platoon. 
Numerous  VC  base  camps,  rice  caches,  and  tunnel  systems  were  destroyed.  The  large 
amount  of  rice  extracted  from  the  operational  area  has  reduced  the  VC  logistical 
abilities.  The  quartered  carcass  of  an  animal  which  had  been  dead  for  four  days 
was  found  in  the  operational  area.  Tnis  was  sin  indi  -ation  of  the  effects  of  tne 
operation  on  the  enemy  logistical  base.  The  enemy's  low  morale  was  reflected  by 
the  large  number  of  ralliers  who  surrendered  after  US  Forces  entered  the  IRON  TRI¬ 
ANGLE.  Prisoners  were  taken  from  the  following  units  C61  LF  Company,  2d  Com¬ 
pany  of  the  PHU  LOI  Battalion,  Group  83  (Rear  Services  of  the  MR  IV),  and  1~U 
(subordinate  camcittee  of  the  MR  IV),  An  estimated  25,000  documents  were  captured 
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during  the  operation.  The  majority  of  these  have  not  been  fully  exploited  for 
intelligence  value  since  only  the  initial  tactical  screening  was  conducted.  On 
several  occasions,  Chieu  Hoi's  lead  friendly  troope  to  previously  undiscovered 
tunnels,  weapons  caches  and  rice  caches.  Without  their  assistance,  these  instal¬ 
lations  probably  would  not  have  been  found, 

(3)  Area  of  Operations: 

(a)  Weather  and  Climate:  The  Northeastern  Monsoon  was  in 
effect  during  the  operation.  The  weather  was  predominantly  clear,  cool  and  dry. 
Two  thunderstorms  occurred  but  these  did  not  interfere  with  tactical  operations. 

A  combination  of  gus*y  winds  and  lower  nocturnal  temperatures  produced  noticeable 
cold  soells  during  one  week  of  the  operation.  The  weather  hinder  d  no  tactical 
operation  during  the  period, 

(b)  Terrain:  The  area  of  operations,  commonly  called  the 
IRON  TRIANGLE  was  bounaed  by  the  SONG  SAIGON  on  the  west  and  the  SONG  THI  TINH 
on  the  east.  The  highest  point  of  elevation  in  the  AO  was  a  28  meter  hill  lo¬ 
cated  at  YT  801232,  A  relatively  large  rubber  plantation  was  located  at  XT  785- 
210.  A  large  dense  forest  area  was  located  north  of  a  rubber  plantation  between 
NATIONAL  HIGHWAY  13  and  the  SONG  THI  TINH.  NATIONAL  HIGHWAY  13  was  the  main  route 
in  the  area.  The  operational  area  was  found  to  contain  numerous  underground  tun¬ 
nels  and  dwellings .  The  majority  of  these  were  destroyed 

c.  Sources  of  Intelligence: 

(1)  General:  Attached  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  is  a 
Military  Intelligence  Section  (I72d  Military  Intelligence),  which  works  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Brigade  S2  Section,  and  provides  an  Order  of  Battle  Section, 
an  Imagery  Interpretation  Section,  an  Interrogation  Section  and  a  Counterintel¬ 
ligence  Section, 

(2)  During  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS,  the  172d  Military  Intel¬ 

ligence  Detachment  contributed  significantly  to  th  overall  success  enjoyed  by 
the  Brigade.  As  the  operation  developed,  it  became  apparent  that  a  large  per¬ 
centage  of  the  caches  and  installations  discovered  were  a  direct  result  of  intel¬ 
ligence  gained  through  agent  reports,  reconnaissance  and  interrogation.  Of  parti¬ 
cular  interest  during  the  operation  was  the  co-location  of  the  54lst  Military 
Intelligence  Detachment  (11th  ACR)  with  the  172d.  Thi3  resulted  in  improved  co¬ 
ordination  between  the  units  and  a  larger  pool  .  IW  teams  and  Cl  personnel  which 
kept  the  backlog  of  prisoners  in  the  VCCCP  to  »  nimurn,  Further  it  enabled  the 

cross  utilization  of  information.  Also  of  sigi.  icance  was  the  number  of  refugees 
screened.  In  the  clearing  of  the  A0„  hundreds  of  families  were  evacuated  from 
their  homes.  The  detachment  had  the  responsibility  of  screening  these  people  to 
determine  those  that  were  VC  or  active  VC  sympathizers.  In  total,  1,000  families 
were  processed  including  950  women,  870  children  and  55  men.  Through  the  scree¬ 
ning  process,  16  VC,  11  civil  defendants,  and  9  ralliers  were  uncovered.  The 
civil  defendants  were  released  to  the  National  Police  and  the  VC  raxliers  were 
sent  to  the  VCCCP  for  further  exploitation.  During  the  six  days  that  this  point 
was  in  operation,  much  valuable  information  was  gained  concerning  VC  activities 

in  the  A0,  Additionally,  refugees  that  would  have  ordinarily  been  overlooked 
were  screened  and  found  to  be  VC  or  ralliers.  This  discovery  was  only  through  the 
efforts  of  trained  interrogation  personnel. 
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(a)  Imagery  Interpretation  Section 

1,  Imagery  Interpretation  support  for  Operation  NIAGARA/ 

CEDAR  FALLS  consisted  of  preparation  of  immediate,  detailed  and  route  recon¬ 
naissance  reports.  Mosaics,  weather  and  aerial  reconnaissance  and  photography 
support  were  also  furnished,,  The  detail  and  scope  of  the  Imagery  Interpretation 
effort  was  greater  on  this  operation  than  any  previous  operation  primarily  because 
of  the  relatively  long  lead  time  available.  This  time  allowed  for  necessary  plan¬ 
ning  which  permitted  both  greater  accuracy  and  wider  coverage.  Extensive  photo 
support  was  obtained  from  the  AST  A  Platoon  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  which  covered 
the  entire  operational  area,  including  all  primary  access  routes.  The  photo  sup¬ 
port  obtained  from  the  1st  Division  was  prompt  and  the  photography  was  of  uniformly 
high  quality,  A  larger  number  of  targets  were  discovered  through  aerial  photo¬ 
graphy  on  this  operation, 

2,  Aerial  reconnaissance  support  was  flown  by  both  Army 
and  Air  Force  Aircraft,  During  the  second  week  of  the  operation,  the  recon  area 
became  quite  limited  dua  to  heavy  artillery  and  air  strike  activity.  Although 
there  were  no  enemy  personnel  sighted  on  any  of  the  recons,  numerous  installations 
such  as  bunkers,  tunnels,  foxholes,  etc,  were  resorted,  FAC  aircraft  were  uoed 
extensively  in  providing  recon  support  for  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS. 

2,  Imagery  Interpretation  support  for  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS 
consisted  of  the  following  items: 

AERIAL  RECONNAISSANCE  MISSIONS  HOURS 

Army  (UH-1B)  45  ’  ’ 

Air  Force  (L-i9)  31  7 

Mosaics  Completed  12 

Photo  Interpretation  Reports 

Immediate  13 

Detai  led  ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,  2 

Route  Eecon  2 

(b)  Counter inte' 'igenre” 

During  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS,  the  Counterintel¬ 
ligence  efforts  were  greatly  enhanced  by  the  co-location  of  the  Cl  team  with  the 
IFW  team.  This  co-looation  enabled  immediate  Cl  resnonse  to  information  obtained 
in  the  interrogation  of  prisoners,  refugees,  and  Chieu  Hoi  returnees  Close  Cl 
liaison  with  counterpart  elements  of  other  units  participating  in  the  operation 
resulted  in  the  acquisition  and  subsequent  exploitation  of  considerably  valuable 
target  information  not  available  through  other  channels.  The  immediate  liaison 
efforts  of  the  USARV  Augmentation  Team  resulted  in  timely  and  rccurate  Intelli¬ 
gence  available  for  quick  combat  response, 

(c)  Interrogation;  A  statistical  summary  of  personnel,  docu¬ 
ments  and  material  oracassed  during  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  follows: 

Detainees : 


VC 


50 
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Civilians  118 

Civil  Defendants  ,  . . .  .  42 

Chieu  Koi  . ,  .  69 

TOTAL  279 

Documents  20,000 

Weaoons  ,  .  ,  ,  .  ,  ,  . . ,  ,  187 

Mortars  3 

Ammunition  ......  .  ,  ,  „  .  9,000  mds 

Mines  ,  r  *  »  ■  ,  31 

Grenades  a89 

Clothing  .  .205  16s 

Web  Gear/uniforras  ..........  11*0  lbs 

Medical  Supplies  ..........  105  lbs 

Radio  Equipment 

PRC/ 10  .......  .  .  . 

HT-1  Walkie  Talkies  .....  ...... 

Hcmetnade  Radios  . . . 

12.  Mission:  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS 

The  mission  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  during  this 
operation  was  two  fold  as  follows: 

a.  The  Brigade  CP  deployed  directly  from  Operation  CANARY/DUCK,  a  road 
security  operation  astride  HIGHWAY  15  to  PHU  LOT  on  4  January  j967-  The  Brigade 
passed  from  the  Operational  Control  of  II  FFORCEV  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division. 

On  5  January,  the  Brigade  deployed  the  1st  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  on  Operation 
NIAGARA  FALLS.  The  mission  was  to  conduct  a  deceptive  feint  into  the  CAU  DINH 
Jungle  and  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  in  preparation  for  the  larger 
scale,  multi-division  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS. 

b.  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  (8  January  to  25  January  1967)  had  the  mission 
of  conducting  search  and  destroy  jperations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  THAJJH  DIEN 
FOREST  RESERVE  and  in  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  to  kill  or  capture  military  and/or  poli¬ 
tical  elements  of  the  VC  Military  Region  IV  Headquarters,  Local  Force  Infrastructure 
and  VC/NVA  Forces,  In  addition,  the  Brigade  was  assigned  the  task  of  clearing 

the  area  of  inhabitants,  cutting  belts  across  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  and  clearing  se¬ 
lected  LZ's  within  the  Area  of  Operation,  The  Brigade's  Task  Force  (TF  DEANE)  was 
under  the  Operational  Control  (OPCON)  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  throughout 
Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS, 

13.  Concept  of  Ore rat ion:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  conducted 
Operation  NIAGARA  /CEDAR  FALLS  in  five  (5)  Dhases  as  follows: 

a.  PHASE  I.  Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS  -  D-  jtoD-1  (5  to  7  January  1967) 

TF  1st  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  (Abn),  i  Jt  Snuadron,  4th  Cavalry  (-) 
and  35th  Ranger  Battalion  (ARVN),  Initiated  Operatic,!  NIAGARA  FALLS  at  0730  hours 
under  the  Operational  Control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  The  Task  Force  sear¬ 
ched  for  the  enemy  in  the  CAU  DINH  JUNGLE  and  the  THI  TINH  RIVER  to  HIGHWAY  13 
Area.  When  Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS  terminated  at  1500  hours,  7  January,  the  1/ 

503d  Infantry  and  the  35th  Ranger  Battalion  were  in  blocking  positions  to  support 
Operation  CEDAR  FALLS,  The  Operation  produced  light  enemy  contact,  but  its  signi¬ 
ficance  lies  in  the  fact  that  a  deceptive  feint  had  been  achieved. 
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b.  PHASE  II  -  Pre-Positioning  of  Forces  -  D  Day  (8  January  1967) 

(1)  l/503d  Infantry  and  35th  Ranger  Battalion  (AHVN)  remained  in 
position  from  Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS  to  serve  as  a  blocking  force  at  the  con¬ 
fluence  of  the  THI  TINH  and  SAIGON  RIVER. 

(2)  2/503d  Infantry  and  4/5Q3d  Infantry  road  marched  to  PHU  LOI 
and  were  helilifted  to  Position  BLUE,  vicinity  XT  8)28, 

(3)  The  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  road  marched  to  the  vicinity 
of  the  CAU  DINH  JUNGLE  (XT  7823). 

(4)  The  1/Ath  Cavalry  (-)  moved  fran  their  AO  of  Operation  NIAGARA 
FALLS  to  the  vicinity  of  BEN  CAT, 

c.  PHASE  III  -  Attack  into  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  and  the  THANH  DIEN  F OREST 
RESERVE  -  D  +  1,  D  +  2.  9  through  10  January  1967- 

(1)  The  l/503d  Infantry  remained  in  its  present  position 

(2)  2/503d  Infantry  and  4/5Q3d  Infantry  conducted  heiiborne  assaultc 
into  LZ's  4  and  6  in  the  TANH  DIEN  FOREST  RESERVE. 

(3)  The  11th  ACR  initiated  attacks  across  HEN  CAT  Bridges  w»st  into 
the  IRON  TRIANGLE. 

(4)  l/4th  Cavalry  conducted  screening  of  NATIONAL  HIGHWAY  13. 

d.  PHASE  IV-Attack  Sooth  into  IRON  TRIANGLE  -  D  +  3  through  D  +  16 
11  Janur  -y  through  24  January  1967. 

(1)  During  this  Phase,  the  l/503d  Infantry: 

(a)  Served  as  a  blocking  and  reserve  force  in  position, 

(b)  Conducted  thorough  Search  and  Destroy  Operations  in  the 
western  portion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE. 

(c)  Conducted  platoon  sized  Eagle  Flights  in  AO, 

(2)  The  2/503d  Infantry  attacked  3outh  into  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  on  the 
west  side  including  airmobile  assault  on  suspected  enemy  locations. 

(3)  The  4/503d  Infantry  with  D/l6th  Armor  under  its  0PC0N  attacked 
south  into  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE. 

(4)  During  this  phase,  the  11th  ACR  (-): 

(a)  Attacked  south  into  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  along  the  west  flank, 
and  then  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
AO.  This  was  conducted  by  3/llth  ACR, 

(b)  The  2/Uth  ACR  continued  security  missions  along  the  nor¬ 
thern  edge  of  the  IRON  TRI ANGIE. 

(c)  The  2/llth  ACR  and  3/lith  ACR  linked  up  in  the  southern  por¬ 
tion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE. 
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e.  PHASE  V  -  Extraction  of  elements  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Sepa¬ 
rate)  frcm  the  AO  of  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS. 

(1)  The  11th  ACR  (-)  with  the  2/5Q3d  Infantry  OPCON  left  the  AO  of 
Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS  by  road  march  on  24  January  1967 ,  with  a  major  por¬ 
tion  of  the  173d  Engineer  Company. 

(2)  The  remaining  elements  of  the  Brigade  departed  the  operational 
area  and  closed  at  BIEN  HOA  on  25  January  1967. 

14.  Execution;  This  Combat  After  Action  Report  will  be  handled  day  b;  day 
with  an  accompanying  map  (located  in  TAB  B)  to  show  the  major  unit  movements  of 
maneuver  elements  during  'he  period.  Additionally,  changes  in  the  basic  Task 
Force  will  be  included  on  the  days  tha.  change  occurred. 

a.  D  -  3  (5  January  1967)  -  Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS 

Task  Force  Organization.  See  page  2,  Paragraph  9 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  initiated 
Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS  at  0607  hours  in  the  CAU  DINH  JUNGLE.  The  l/503d  Infantry 
conducted  a  helibome  assault  frcm  its  assembly  area  at  PHU  LOI  to  LZ  LOIS  (XT 
774237)  with  Company  A  and  elements  of  the  Battalion’s  HQ,  The  remainder  of  the 
Battalion  followed,  closing  at  C852  hours.  Team  BRAVO  and  Team  ARMOR,  consisting 
of  B/2/34th  Armor  (-)  and  recon  platoon  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations 
in  the  CAU  DINH  AO  (vie  XT  7723),  The  Battalion  CP  and  Company  C  displaced  frcm 
LZ  LOIS  at  1100  hours  and  oroceded  to  their  proposed  CP  area  at  XT  773224,  B/2/ 
34t.h  Armor  was  released  OPCON  l/5Q3d  Infantry  at  1700  hours. 

The  l/4th  Cavalry  (-)  moved  by  road  at  0700  hours  with  A/5 -2d  Arty 
(AW)  and  secured  blocking  positions  along  HIGHWAY  13  frcm  XT  798227  to  the  road 
junction  at  XT  801223.  B/l/4th  Cavalry  conducted  Search  and  Destroy  operation.,  in 
the  CAU  DINH  JUNGLE. 

The  1st  Engineer  Battalion  made  the  only  contact  of  the  day  at  0925 
hours,  killing  4  VC  (BC), 

b.  D  -  2  (6  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization:  no  changes 

Operational  Summary?  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  continued 
to  operate  in  the  CAU  DINH  JUNGLE  in  preparation  for  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS.  The 
1/5 03d  Infantry  continued  its  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  AO. 

The  35th  Ranger  Battalion  (ARVN)  maintained  blocking  positions  at  the 
confluence  of  the  SAIGON  and  THI  TINH  RIVERS.  The  l/4th  Cavalry  continued  to  block 
along  HIGHWAY  13  and  secure  the  1st  Division  Engineers  work  parties  who  were  clear¬ 
ing  areas  in  the  jungle. 

There  were  no  engagements  on  this  day  with  the  enemy, 

c.  D  -  1  (7  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization:  no  change 
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Operational  Summary:  Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS  was  terminated  at  090C 
hours  with  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  moving  with  OPCON  units  into  posi¬ 
tion  for  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS. 

The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  established  blocking  positions  along  the  THI  TINH 
RIVER  with  Company  A  in  the  north,  Company  B  in  the  center  and  Company  C  in  the 
south.  A/5-2d  Artillery,  equipped  with  automatic  weapons,  were  also  positioned 
to  command  the  river  escape  routes. 

At  0930  hours,  l/ith  Cav  (-)  was  released  of  OPCON  of  the  173d  Air¬ 
borne  Brigade  (Separate)  and  returned  to  PHU  LOI.  The  35th  Ranger  Battalion  main¬ 
tained  its  blockir^  position  at  the  confluence  of  the  THI  TINH  and  SAIGON  RIVERS. 

d.  D  -  Day  (8  January  1967)  -  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS 

Task  Force  Organization:  see  page  2,  paragraph  9.  The  Serial  March 


into  the  AO  was 

conducted  as  follows: 

SERIAL  #1 

SERIAL  #2 

SERIAL  #3 

HHC  (-) 

E/I7th  Cav  (-) 

D/l6th  Armor 

Co/4/5 03d  Inf 

3/319th  Arty  (-) 

173d  Engr  Co 

2/5 03d  Inf 
4/5Q3d  Inf 

SERIAL  #4 

SERIAL  #5 

173d  BSOC 

Plt/E/I7th  Cav 

C/3/319th  Arty 

Operational  Sumary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  and  OPCON 
units  initiated  Operation  CEDAR  FALIS  by  conducting  movement  to  the  vicinlt/  of 
BEN  CAT  and  PHU  LOI  by  road  convoy,  helilift  and  Air  Force  Cargo  aircraft.  The 
Brigade  positioned  its  forces  for  the  coordinated  attack  (3  battalion)  on  D  +  1. 
The  Brigade's  Task  Force  DEANE  became  OPCON  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  at  0600 
hours. 


The  Brigade  Headquarters  elements  began  a  motor  march  from  PHU  LOI 
to  Position  RED  (See  overlay,  D  -  Day),  using  HIGHWAY  13,  closing  at  0915  hours. 
The  l/503d  Infantry  remained  in  its  blocking  position  assumed  during  Operation 
NIAGARA  FALLS. 

The  2/503d  Infantry  and  4/5Q3d  Infantry  departed  BIEN  HOA  at  1000 
hours  and  were  flown  by  Air  Force  Aircraft  to  PHU  LOI,  closing  at  1136  hours.  At 
1300  hours,  the  2/503d  Infantry  and  l*/503d  Infantry  began  a  helilift  to  Position 
BLUE  (See  Overlay).  The  2/503d  Infantry  closed  at  1333  hours.  At  1700  hours  the 
Recon  Platoon  of  the  2d  Battalion  engaged  2  VC  at  XT  848282,  wounding  one  before 
they  fled  south.  The  troope  of  the  Recon  Platoon  followed  the  blood  trail,  dis¬ 
covering  2  more  VC  in  the  process.  The  VC  fired  8-10  rounds  of  semi -automatic 
fire,  fired  1  rifle  grenade  and  threw  1  hand  grenade.  The  Recon  Platoon  returned 
fire  with  unknown  results.  There  were  negative  friendly  casualties. 

At  1410  hours,  the  4/503d  Infantry  cissed  at  the  assembly  area  at 
Poeition  BLUE.  At  the  same  time,  the  3/3 19th  Artillery  "B"  and  "C"  Batteries  ar¬ 
rived  at  Position  WHITE  from  PHU  LOI.  The  E/17th  Cavalry  had  the  responsibility 
of  securing  Position  WHITE.  Alpha  Battery,  3/3 19th  Artillery  was  stationed  at  the 
Brigade  CP  Area,  Position  RED,  They  arrived  at  the  CP  at  1210  hours, 
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The  35th  Ranger  Battalion  (ARVN)  remained  at  their  blocking  position 
held  during  Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS.  The  l/4th  Cavalry  of  the  1st  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion  assumed  a  screening  mission  along  HIGHWAY  13  at  0800  hours.  They  made  nega¬ 
tive  contact  until  1330  hours  when  they  killed  1  VC  (BC)  at  XT  856226, 

e.  D  +  1  (9  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization"  D/4/5  03d  Inf  became  OPCON  to 

3/ lath  ACR 

Operational  Sucscary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade’s  TF  DEANF  attacked 
suspected  VC  formation  and  installation  areas  in  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  ana  the  THANH 
DIEN  FOREST  RESERVE.  At  0800  hours,  the  11th  ACR  (-)  attacked  west  frcm  BEN  CAT 
and  secured  the  bridge  located  at  XT  738328.  The  Regiment  then  pushed  further 
west  siezing  Cbjectives  1  (at  0912  hours),  1-A  (at  0O5<;  hours)  and  Objective  2 
(at  1105  hours).  The  Regiment  also  provided  security  for  elements  of  the  1st 
Engineer  Battalion  (of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  !  who  were  clearing  the  road  west 
from  BEN  CAT  to  Objective  2,  and  Engineer  elements  clearing  the  area  -f  Objective 
1  and  LZ  6  (See  Overlay  -  D  +  l). 

At  0804  hours,  Company  D/l6th  Armor  reinlorced  with  one  rifle  Com¬ 
pany  from  4/503d  Infantry  screened  the  area  northwest  of  BEN  CAT  frcm  XT  '708333  to 
XT  685244. 


The  2/503d  Infantry  initiated  a  heliborr.e  assault  into  LZ  „  frcm 
Position  BLUE  beginning  at  1055  hours  (XT  6703651.  The  assault  was  coarleted  at 
1115  hours  and  the  2/503d  Infantry  linked  up  with  the  1st  Division  el-  -nents  to  the 
north  approximately  l/2-hour  later. 

At  1215  hours,  the  4/503d  Infantry  (-)  departed  Position  BLUE  by  heli¬ 
copter  and  at  1235  hours,  they  assaulted  LZ  6  (XT  68u250),  Cbe  hour  and  ten  minut«3 
later,  the  4th  Battalion  and  the  2d  Battalion  linked  together  ana  at  1430  hours, 
D/l6th  Armor  (+)  became  under  the  Operational  Control  cf  the  **th  Battalion,  The 
2/503d  Infantry  and  4/503d  Infantry  established  blocking  positions  in  their  re¬ 
spective  LZ’s  and  conducted  limited  search  and  destroy  operations  in  tht-ir  zones. 

At  2105  hours,  elements  of  C/2/503d  Infantry  engaged  5  VC  moving  east  s.  XT  662367. 
Two  more  VC  were  engaged  in  the  same  area  shortly  thereafter.  The  action  resulted 
In  2  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  2  Chiccm  Carbines  captured.  There  woi-»-  no  FriencLy  casualties, 
(see  overlay  D  +  l). 

The  l/503d  Infantry  and  35th  Ranger  Battalion  (ARVN)  with  elements  of 
the  l/Ath  Cavalry  remained  ir.  their  blocking  positions,  held  since  the  termination 
of  Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS.  There  were  no  significant  contacts  during  the  day. 

f .  D  +  2  (10  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization:  l/t»th  Cav  went  OPCON  to  11th  ACR  (-) 

A?5 / 2d  Arty  (AW)  went  OPCON  to 
2/  11th  ACR 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  under  the 
Operational  Control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division  continued  it3  sweep  of  the  area 
north  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  west  of  HEN  CAT.  The  l/50^d  Infantry  maintained  their 
blacking  position  and  concucted  Search  and  Destroy  operations  in  the  area.  The 
l/uth  Cavalry  was  relieved  of  its  screening  mission  along  HIGHWAY  13,  south  of 
BEN  CAT  at  1540  hours  by  the  4/7th  ARVN  Regiment  (working  in  con  .junction  with  II 
FFCRCEV),  and  the  2/8th  ARVN  Regiment.  The  i/4th  Cavalry  then  motor  marched  to 
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a  blocking  position  vicinity  of  IE  4  and  LZ  6,  thereby  relieving  the  2/503d  In¬ 
fantry  and  4/503d  Infantry  (-)  in  that  area.  At  1440  hours,  the  l/4th  Cavalry 
(-)  went  'inder  the  Operational  Control  of  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (-). 

At  0823  hours,  C/2/503d  Infantry  engaged  2  VC  at  XT  662370,  IniB 
contact  took  place  near  to  the  ambush  site  employed  on  the  night  of  the  9th  of 
January.  Four  (4)  Americans  received  wounds  resulting  from  this  action  with  VC 
casualties  unknown.  Later  that  day,  after  being  relieved  from  by  the  l/4th  Cav, 
the  2/503d  Infantry  began  to  move  into  harbor  positions  (night  defense)  in  pre¬ 
paration  for  an  attack  south  into  the  IRON  TRIANGLE.  This  was  accomplished  by 
1645  hours. 


The  4/503d  Infantry  moved  into  its  staging  area  after  it  was  re¬ 
lieved  while  Canpany  D/l6th  Armor  returned  io  the  Brigade  CP  (Position  RED)  to 
aid  in  its  defense. 

The  11th  ACR  continued  Search  and  Destroy  in  addition  to  Security 
missions  in  AO  HOTEL  and  the  immediate  vicinity.  At  1900  hours,  a  tank  of  B/l/ 

4th  Cavalry  struck  a  mine  at  XT  669359  resulting  in  1  trooper  being  wounded  and 
4  road  wheels  being  blown  off  the  tank  (Location  2,  Overlay  D  +  2), 

g.  D  +  3  (11  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization:  No  Change 

Operational  Summary:  On  this  day,  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Sepa¬ 
rate)  TF  DEANE  commenced  its  attack  south  into  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  at  0900  hours. 

The  2/503d  Infantry  initiated  search  and  de  stroy  operations  in  the  western  portion 
of  the  Triangle  while  the  4th  Battalion  cri  jsed  into  the  AO  on  the  eas* ,  also 
conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  w  ile  moving  to  the  south.  At  1500  hours, 
A/4/503d  Infantry  discovered  a  boobytranped  base  camp  at  XT  724304,  The  ca'Ap 
measured  100  meters  by  200  meters  and  contained  40  bunkers  with  overhead  cover. 
Surrounding  the  area  was  a  horse  shoe  trench  measuring  2'  wide  by  2'  deep.  Com¬ 
pany  A  found  nine  boobytraps  in  the  compound  which  were  all  detonated  in  place 
(Location  l).  D/l6th  Armor  attacked  along  the  western  portion  toward  Objective  5, 

The  3/Hth  ACR  attacked  south  into  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  moving  down  the 
western  edge  along  HIGHWAY  14,  In  addition  tc  clearing  the  road,  they  alsc  seized 
Objectives  1  (XT  715240),  2  (XT  723240),  3  (XT  743240),  and  4  (XT  744218),  while 
simultaneously  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  along  the  Route,  All  ob¬ 
jectives  were  secured  by  1645  hours, 

Early  in  the  morning  before  the  attack  was  initiated,  M/3/llth  ACR 
engaged  5  VC  at  XT  702296  (Location  2),  The  VC  fled  without  returning  fire.  The 
skirmish  resulted  in  one  (l)  VC  WIA  being  captured.  He  was  subsequently  evacuated 
to  the  172d  Military  Intelligence  Detachment  for  interrogation.  At  1930  hour3, 
M/3/llth  ACR  engaged  3  VC  at  XT  750231,  The  contact  resulted  in  1  VC  KIA  and  1 
US  Carbine  being  captured  (Location  3), 

l/503d  Infantry  Battalion  was  relieved  of  its  original  blocking  mission 
by  the  35th  Ranger  Battalion  (ARVN)  at  1200  hours.  The  Battalion  then  deployed  to 
the  Brigade  CP  at  Position  RED- 

The  2/llth  and  the  l/4th  Cavalry  continued  security  and  screening 
missions  north  of  the  IRON  TRIANGIE  under  the  OPCON  of  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry 
Regiment  (-), 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


h.  D  +  4  (12  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization:  2/llth  ACR  &  l/4th  Cav  became 

OPCON  to  3d  Bde ,  1st  Inf  Div 

Operational  Summary.  TF  DEANE  continued  search  and  destroy  opera¬ 
tions  in  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  with  its  strength  being  expanded  now  that  the  l/503d 
Infantry  was  relieved  of  its  blocking  position  and  could  now  function  with  the 
Brigade , 

The  l/5Q3d  Infantry  (-)  moved  by  road  from  Position  RED  to  the  wes¬ 
tern  portion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  at  0735  hours.  The  mission  was  to  make  a  tho¬ 
rough  search  of  the  area  along  HIGHWAY  14,  At  this  time.  Company  A/503d  Infantry 
remained  at  Position  RED  to  3ecure  the  Brigade  CP  and  Fire  Support  Base. 

At  1010  hours,  the  Recon  Platoon/l/503d  Infantry  killed  2  Viet  Cong 
at  (T  677296  (Location  l),  The  weapons  belonging  to  the  VC  were  lost  in  the  river, 
however,  one  (l)  M-26  grenade  and  two  (2)  Chicom  grenades  were  captured.  At  1525 
hours  at  XT  682235  (Location  2)  the  Recon  Platoon  of  the  1st  Battalion  founa  3  VC, 
one  of  whom  had  been  wounded,  in  a  bunker.  Shortly  thereafter,  at  the  same  loca¬ 
tion,  they  found  4  dead  VC  and  1  Chicom  Carbine, 

Throughout  the  day,  the  2/503d  Infantry  and  4/503d  Infantry  continued 
a  detailed  search  of  their  AO's  with  no  significant  contact,  D/16th  Armor,  rein¬ 
forced  with  Company  C/4/503d  Infantry,  moved  by  APC  to  the  vicinity  of  Objective  5 
under  the  OPCON  of  4/503d  Infantry,  At  1605  hours,  the  remainder  of  Company  C 
joined  D/16th  Armor,  via  helilift. 

The  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (-)  continued  its  search  and  des¬ 
troy  operations  In  the  southern  porticn  uf  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  with  the  3d  Squadron, 
At  1120  hours,  an  element  of  3/Hth  ACR  pursued  5  VC  at  XT  746234,  The  VC  led 
them  into  a  claymore  ambush  which  resulted  in  3  US  WIA  and  4  US  KIA,  The  VC  fled 
before  a  retaliatory  act  could  be  executed,  (Location  3),  At  1635  hours,  K/3/llth 
ACR  re c laved  heavy  semi-automatic  and  automatic  fire  frcm  an  ambush  at  XT  703253 
(Location  4).  The  VC,  who  were  estimated  to  be  at  platoon  strength,  damaged  1 
APC  with  3  rounds  of  57mm  Recoilless  Rifle  fire.  There  were  no  US  casualties  and 
enemy  losses  were  unknown.  At  2040  hours,  M/3/llth  ACR  observed  a  VC  attempting 
to  tamper  with  one  of  their  claymore  mines.  The  claymore  was  detonated,  killing 
the  VC  (XT  748230), 

The  2/llth  ACR  and  the  l/4th  Cavalry  were  released  to  the  Operational 
Control  of  the  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division  at  0700  hours, 

E  Troop,  17th  Cavalry  secured  the  Fire  Support  Base  at  Position  WHITE 
and  conducted  Air  Cavalry  Operations  under  the  OPCON  of  the  i/503d  Infantry  in  the 
southern  portion  of  the  AO, 

i.  D  +  5  (13  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization :  2/ltth  ACR  reverts  OPCON  ltth  ACR  (-) 

Operational  Summary;  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  and  OPCON  units 
continued  to  comb  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  destroying  VC,  their  installations  and  supplies. 
The  1st  and  2d  Battali  as  of  the  503d  Infantry  continued  their  detailed  search  of 
the  Operational  A.  ea,  making  no  significant  contact. 
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At  1640  hours,  PFC  Duane  Simpson,  a  member  of  the  39th  Infantry  Pla~ 
toon  Scout  Drg,  and  working  with  C/4/503d  Infantry,  alerted  his  patrol  to  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  an  unknown  number  of  VC  at  XT  725269-  Simpson's  Scout  Dog  in  fact  gave 
the  silent  warning.  Imnediately  after  the  warning  was  spread,  heavy  automatic  fire 
commenced,  SimDson  mickly  returned  the  fire  to  gain  superiority,  killing  one  (l) 

VC.  The  remainder  of  the  patrol  then  moved  up  to  engage  the  enemy.  The  contact 
resulted  in  2  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  1  weapon  being  captured,  thanks  only  to  the  quick 
action  of  the  attached  scout  dog  team. 

At  1400  hours,  A/4/t;03d  Infantry  received  30  to  40  rounds  of  semi¬ 
automatic  fire  at  XT  728268  (Location  5-D  +  4,  D  +  5  Overlay)-  Fire  was  re¬ 
turned  resulting  in  2  VC  KIA  (BC)  with  no  US  casualties. 

The  11th  ACR  (-)  continued  to  search  its  AO,  At  1800  hours,  the  2d 
Squadron  reverted  back  to  the  control  of  the  lith  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment, 

On  this  day,  E  Troop,  17th  Ca/alry  had  the  mission  of  securing  artil¬ 
lery  elements  at  Position  WHITE  in  addition  to  conducting  Air  Mobile  Cavalry  Opera¬ 
tions.  The  Cavalry  kiLled  10  VC  in  a  series  of  actions  throughout  the  day.  At 
1043  hour3,  at  XT  714212  (Location  7)  they  contacted  and  killed  2  VC  Fifteen  minutnj 
later,  another  element  killed  1  VC  at  XT  688236  (Location  8),  At  1320  hours,  they 
killed  2  VC  and  captured  1  VC  WIA  at  XT  7i0233,  also  capturing  one  (1)  US  carbine 
and  a  .45  calibjr  pistol.  Throughout  the  day,  various  elements  of  E/l7th  Cav 
killed  5  more  of  the  enemy  throughout  their  A0,  in  addition  to  discovering  large 
nuantiti.es  of  rice  and  several  samoans. 

The  173d  Engineer  Company  provided  Tunnel  Exploration  Teams  "Tunnel 
Rats"  throughout  the  Operational  Area  for  tunnel  search  and  destruction, 

J.  D  +  6  (14  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization;  No  Change 

Operational  Summary:  The  Brigade’s  Task  Force  DEANE  continued  a  de¬ 
tailed  search  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  destroying  VC  and  Viet  Cong  Installations  and 
supplies  throughout  the  day. 

The  l/503d  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  Triangle,  west  of  HIGHWAY  1a,  At  the  3ame  time,  elegants 
of  E  Troop,  17th  Cavalry  were  working  with  the  1st  Battalion  in  that  area.  The 
Battalion's  activities  were  highly  successful  on  this  day  for  they  discovered  and 
destroyed  30.5  tons  of  Paddy  Rice,  300  pounds  of  Chlcom  explosives  and  36  anti¬ 
personnel  mines. 

In  the  meantime,  the  Cavalry  Troop  killed  a  total  of  12  VC  in  a  series 
of  small  contacts.  In  addition,  they  captured  3  VC,  destroyed  63.7  tons  of  paddy 
rice,  evacuated  an  additional  11  tons  of  rice,  destroyed  10  sampans  and  several 
huts,  (See  Tab  C,  Small  Unit  Actions  -  E/17th  Cavalry), 

The  2/503d  Infantry,  while  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  in 
the  central  portion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  found  and  destroyed  several  small  bun¬ 
kers,  tunnels  and  a  base  camp  area*  Within  the  camp,  a  hand  grenade  shop  was  found 
and  25  grenades  were  confiscated. 

The  4th  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  conducted  a  thorough  search  of  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE.  At  1000  hours,  Company  C/<+/503d  Infantry 
discovered  a  100  meter  tunnel,  6  feet  below  the  surface  at  XT  727265  (Location  5), 
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A  search  of  the  tunn  1  revealed  3  rooms,  5  feet  by  8  feet  with  wooden  floors.  In 
addition,  45  tons  of  paddy  rice,  3.4  tons  of  salt,  16  rifle  grenades,  22  6 (ta* 
mortar  rounds  and  2,300  feet  of  electrical  wire  were  found  within.  At  1415  hours, 
an  element  of  C/4/503d  Infantry  with  Company  D/l6th  Armor  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  VC  squad.  The  VC  fired  150  -  200  rounds  of  semi-automatic  and  automatic 
fire.  The  engagement  was  characterized  by  the  troopers  as  being  extremely  heated, 
owing  not  only  to  the  enemy  fire,  but  also  the  large  numbers  of  anti-personnel 
and  anti-tank  mines  encountered.  The  action  resulted  in  14  US  WIA  with  unknown  VC 
casualties  (XT  737259  -  Location  6). 

The  2/llth  ACR  and  3/llth  ACR  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations 
in  the  southern  portion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  Throughout  the  day's  activities, 
they  discovered  and  destroyed  17  tunnels,  one  trench  system  and  L8  bunkers.  In 
addition,  500  pounds  of  polished  rice  was  found  and  evacuated. 

The  173d  Engineer  Company  "Tunnel  Rat"  teams  explored  a  total  o.' 

1,300  meters  of  tunnel  within  the  AO.  A  total  of  2,500  meters  of  tunnel  were  de¬ 
stroyed  leaving  an  untold  number  of  VC  trapped  within, 

k.  D  +  7  (15  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Organization:  No  Changes 

Operational  Summary:  TF  DEAEE  continued  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  con¬ 
ducting  methodical  search  and  destroy  operations  within  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  AO. 
Moving  behind  a  massive  TAC  Air  preparation  consisting  of  14  sorties  dropping  a 
total  of  19,000  pounds  of  High  Explosives,  the  l/503d  Infantry  located  and  ex¬ 
tracted  a  medical  cache  at  XT  672281  containing  300  tablets  of  Penicillin,  10 
bottles  of  powdered  Penicillin,  one  bottle  of  alchohol,  20  bottles  of  latercain 
and  5  bottles  of  sterile  water.  At  1210  hours,  elements  of  the  l/503d  Infantry 
killed  3  VC  (BC)  at  672281  (Location  7)  and  captured  one  (1)  US  carbine,  ammu¬ 
nition,  documents  and  several  maps.  They  also  located  1  grenade,  10  bunkers,  3 
samnane,  3  huts,  1  tunnel,  1  AT  mine  and  100- pound  bomb  during  the  day's  acti¬ 
vities. 

The  2d  Battalion  ,  503d  Infantry  moved  south  through  the  central  por¬ 
tion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGIE.  Boobytraps  at  XT  693263  and  XT  688266  wounded  4  men  on 
the  days  operations.  The  Battalion  located  and  destroyed  11  huts  and  4  bunkers. 

At  1210  hours,  Bravo  Company  engaged  2  VC  who  were  busy  emplacing  a  mine  in  the 
road  at  XT  712247  (Location  9).  The  men  fired  at  the  enemy  resulting  in  1  VC 
KIA  (PC)  and  1  US  M-2  carbine  beijig  captured. 

During  their  search  of  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Triangle,  the  4/503d 
Infantry  (-)  came  across  a  triangular  shaped  base  camp,  100  meters  on  each  side, 

35  bunkers  were  located  on  the  perimeter  and  an  additional  20  were  found  within 
the  encampment.  All  of  the  bun'-rers  were  interconnected  with  trenches.  Warm  coals 
in  the  cooking  fires  indicated  recent  habitation  by  an  estimated  VC  Plaiotn. 

The  Ilth  ACR  (-)  with  Company  D/<./5G3d  Infantry  under  their  Opera¬ 
tion*!  Control  searched  the  southern  area  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  At  liu9  hours, 
an  element  of  D '4/5030  Infantry  engaged  3  VC  at  XT  736217  (Location  10),  One  of 
the  VC  was  killed  ana  the  remaining  2  escaped  into  a  tunnel  after  firing  approxi¬ 
mately  iO  rounds.  One  (1)  sub-machinegun,  2  carbines  and  one  (1)  DH-JO  ciaymore 
mine  was  captured.  Friendly  casualties  were:  i  US  KIA  and  1  US  WIA,  At  1310 
hours,  an  4PC  from  F,  Troop/2/llth  ACR  struck  a  mine  at  XT  736248  (Location  11)  re¬ 
sulting  in  6  l)G  WIA.  At  1530  hours,  seven  (7)  personnel  from  M/3/llth  ACR  were 
wounded  m  action  ana  2  APCls  were  damgea  by  two  (2)  command  detonated  mines  at 
XT  733231  (Location  12). 
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E  Troop/l7th  Cavalry  was  fired  on  by  Viet  Cong  snipers  at  XT  695218 
(Location  13)  resulting  in  2  US  WIA.  40  minutes  later,  at  XT  695218,  a  VC  wearing 
black  pajamas  was  killed  at  XT  095219.  In  addition,  6  bunkers,  6  punji  pits,  1 
hut,  6  sampans  and  3.75  tons  of  rice  were  destroyed. 

1,  D  +  8  (16  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization:  D/4/503d  Infantry  released  OPCON 

of  11th  ACR  (-)  returning' it/5Q3d  Inf 

Operational  Summary: 

Task  Force  DEANE  continued  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  conducting  search 
and  destroy  operations  within  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  with  l/503d  Infantry  (•* j  in  the 
western  sector,  2/503d  Infantry  in  the  center  and  4/503d  Infantry  in  the  east. 

The  11th  ,Lnnored  Cavalry  Regiment  (-)  was  operating  in  the  southern  tip  of  the 
Triangle. 


The  1st  Battalion  503d  Infantry  in  the  western  sector  of  the  Tri¬ 
angle  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  to  the  south.  Company  C  and  Company 
B  were  located  jn  east  and  the  west  side  of  HIGHWAY  14  respectively.  At  0843  hours, 
at  XT  683255.  B:*avo  Company  made  contact  with  2  VC  who  immediately  fled  to  the  west. 
Shortly  thereafter,  B/l/5Q3d  Infantry  captured  one  VC  at  XT  685255.  The  VC  was 
subsequent ly  evacuated.  At  XT  681278,  the  1st  Battalion's  Recon  Platoon  located 
and  destroyed  a  tunnel  complex,  4  huts,  an  8  foot  sampan  dock  and  a  bunker.  At 
101,5  hours.  Brave  Company  received  5-7  rounds  of  automatic  weapons  fire  at  XT 
685255.  Three  (3)  Viet  Cong  were  captured  after  a  brief  exchange  of  l'ire,  with 
2  -  3  VC  escapirg  to  the  south.  Five  minutes  later.  Company  C  located  two  (2) 
machinegun  mounts,  one  bunker  and  4  CBU's  employed  as  boobytrap3.  All  waB  de¬ 
stroyed  with  the  exception  of  the  machinegun  mounts  which  were  evacuated.  Bravo 
Company  sustained  5  casualties  at  1335  hours  as  a  direct  result  of  an  activated 
boobytrap  at  XT  685255.  Four  of  these  casualties  required  litters  for  evacuation. 
Shortly  before  this  occurred,  Charlie  Company  had  discovered  an  expensive  tunnel 
complex,  showing  signs  of  having  been  used  as  a  hospital.  One  company  of  the  l3t 
Battalion  was  employed  in  the  security  of  the  Brigade  CP  at  Position  RED. 

The  companies  of  the  2d  Battalion  503d  Infantry  continued  to  conduct 
search  and  destroy  missions,  sweeping  to  the  southeast.  Company  B  encountered  one 
(l)  VC  at  XT  698262,  shortly  after  1100  hours.  Company  B  suffered  one  KIA  and  1 
WIA  as  a  result  of  the  contact,,  with  the  VC  escaping  to  the  northeast.  The  Dust- 
off  helicopter  received  semi -automatic  ground  fire  curing  tho  evacuation,  resul¬ 
ting  in  one  of  the  medical  personnel  being  wounded.  Company  C  killed  one  (l)  VC 
at  1200  hours  while  operating  in  the  area  XT  702246.  The  VC  was  found  in  a  tun¬ 
nel.  The  2d  Battalion's  Recon  Platoon  operating  in  conjunction  with  elements  of 
E/i7th  Cavalry,  captured  one  (l)  VC  at  XT  692237.  The  POW  was  extracted  to  the  S2 
for  q-estioning.  At  1330  hours,  Charlie  Company  returned  to  tt.e  tunnel  where  it 
had  previously  killed  one  VC.  At  this  time,  a  second  VC  was  ki. led  in  the  same 
vicinity.  During  the  night,  the  Recon  Platoon  established  ambus i  patrols  around 
the  Brigade  TOC  (vicinity  696307).  At  2100  hours,  they  ambushed  and  killed  one 
(3)  VC,  capturing  one  Canadian  pistol. 

At  0715  hours,  Airstrikes  commenced  on  targets  XT  735260,  XT  740260, 

XT  7'6?55  and  XT  740254  ir.  preparation  for  the  4th  Battalion,  503d  Infantry’s  search 
and  destroy  mission.  Company  A  and  Company  B  operated  in  the  area  XT  720285  to 
XT  734265.  C/4/503d  Infantry  with  Company  D/l6th  Armor  (-)  OPCON  screened  the  A0 

in  ths  vicinity  of  Objective  5.  At  1055  hours,  Bravo  Company  located  what  appeared 
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to  be  a  claymore  mine  factory  at  XT  723272.  Search  of  the  factory  revealed  large 
quantities  of  metal  and  canisters  for  WP  rounds.  An  hour  and  a  half  later,  Bravo 
Company  located  a  tunnel  with  several  rooms  capable  of  standing  in.  The  rooms  con¬ 
tained  500  nounds  of  rice  and  a  rusted  .38  caliber  pistol.  At  1245  hours.  Company 
D  reported  one  (l)  WIA  and  called  for  a  Dustoff.  The  casualty,  SGT  Mario  Ramirez, 
died  enroute  to  the  hospital,  45  minutes  later,  Bravo  Company  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  reinforced  platoon  at  XT  72526 8.  Artillery  was  called  in  on  the  position 
and  contact  was  broken  15  minutes  later.  The  results  of  this  action  are  as  follows: 

5  VC  KIA,  10  VC  WIA  (possibly  15).  US  casualties  were:  two  (2)  US  KIA  (SP4  Arthur 
Wilkie  and  PFC  Frank  Smith)  and  eleven  (11 )  US  WIA,  nine  of  whom  were  evacuated  by 
helicopter.  At  1435  hours,  an  element  of  D/l6th  Armor  hit  a  mine  at  XT  734265  re¬ 
sulting  in  six  \b)  WIA, 

The  11th  ACR  (-),  operating  in  the  southern  portion  of  the  IRON  TRI¬ 
ANGLE,  located  and  marked  for  destruction  one  tunnel  at  XT  740218.  They  also  de¬ 
stroyed  one  (l)  DH-10  claymore  mine  at  the  same  location.  At  1245  hours,  an  APC 
struck  a  mine  at  XT  725262  resulting  in  one  (l)  US  WIA,  Two  hours  later,  M/3/llth 
received  approximately  20  rounds  of  semi-autcmatic  fire  from  a  tunnel  at  XT  740- 
221.  Two  (2)  US  personnel  pursued  the  enemy  into  the  tunnel  resulting  in  the  death 
of  one  and  the  injury  of  the  other.  In  contacts  that  took  place  at  1530  and  1605 
hours,  the  11th  ACR  (-)  killed  2  VC  (BC)  and  1  possibly  in  addition  to  capturing  1 
US  carbine,  one  (1)  .45  caliber  pistol  and  one  (l)  Russian  automatic  weapon. 

m.  D  +  9  (17  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization:  2/llth  ACR  returned  to  11th  ACR  (-) 

&  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep)'OPCON 
2/llth  ACR  was  released  from  3d 
Bde,  1st  Inf  Dlv 

D/4/5 Q3d  Inf  attached  to  11th  ACR 
E/l7th  Cav  OPCON  i/503d'  Inf 

Operational  Summary:  Task  Force  DEANE  continued  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS 
conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  within  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  The  l/5P3d  In¬ 
fantry  (working  in  conjunction  with  E/17th  Car)  conducted  operations  in  the  wes¬ 
tern  Triangle  near  the  SAIGON  RIVER.  The  2d  Battalier ,  503d  Infantry  and  the  4th 
Battalion  (-)  with  D/l6th  Armor  (OPCON)  operated  in  the  center  and  east  respec¬ 
tively.  The  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (-)  with  Company  D/4/503d  Infantry  at¬ 
tached  were  in  the  southern  sector  of  the  AO, 

The  l/50Jd  Infantry  secured  the  Brigade  CP  and  Fire  Support  Base  at 
Position  RED  with  Alpha  Company,  The  remainder  of  the  Battalion  conducted  search 
and  destroy  operations  within  the  AO,  At  XT  695245  (Location  l)  one  (l)  VC  ex¬ 
changed  fire  with  1st  Battalion  elements,  wounding  2  paratroopers.  At  1910  hours, 
B/l/5Q3d  Infantry  engaged  3  Viet  Cong  at  XT  688247  resulting  in  one  (l)  VC  KIA  (BC) 
and  an  additional  VC  KIA  (possible).  The  dead  VC  was  in  a  green  shirt,  black 
trousers  and  a  bush  hat.  There  was  one  (l)  US  KIA  and  3  WIA  as  a  result  of  this 
contact. 


E  Troop,  17th  Cavalry  engaged  three  (3)  Viet  Cong  at  1330  hours  killing 
2  of  the  eneuy  (BC)  and  capturing  the  third  at  XT  671244,  During  a  night  ambush 
patrol,  the  Cavalry  troopers  engaged  6  VJ  at  XT  672245  (Location  4.5),  The  action 
resulted  in  2  VC  killed  and  2  weapons  captured.  The  contact  tocA  place  at  2010 

hours. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  PALIS) 


The  2d  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  located  a  tunnel  complex  at  XT  708- 
21*2  containing  two  (2)  Chiccm  Carbines  and  one  (1)  US  Carbine,  At  1120  hours, 

Bravo  Company  engaged  two  (2)  Viet  Cong  at  XT  713253  (Location  16)  killing  one  of 
the  enemy,  A  trench  1,800  meters  in  length  was  later  located  running  from  XT  688- 
247  to  695241. 

Elements  of  the  4/503d  Infantry  received  1  WIA  from  a  sniper  at  XT 
725267.  Later  that  day,  the  Battalion  discovered  a  large  weapons  cache  at  XT  727- 
269.  The  cache  contained  2  Russian  Rifles,  one  (l)  6Chm  mortar,  two  (2)  M60  machine- 
guns,  two  (2)  US  M-l  rifles,  24  Chiccm  rifles,  two  (2)  US  Browning  Automatic  rifles, 

2  French  machineguns,  and  three  (3)  .45  caliber  sub-machineguna. 

At  0900  hours,  the  3/Hth  ACR  reported  killing  one  (1)  VC  when  he 
detonated  a  friendly  boobytrao  at  XT  740221.  The  trap  was  set  by  elements  of  M 
Troop,  3/llth  ACR,  At  1030  hours,  an  M48-A3  tank  of  K  Troop/3/lith  ACR  lost  fcur 
(4)  road  w'  eels  as  a  result  of  having  struck  a  pressure  type  land  mine  at  XT  739- 
216,  Other  Regimental  units  made  no  significant  contact  during  the  day, 

n.  D  10  (18  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization:  l/4th  Cav  was  released  from  3d  Bde. 

1st  Inf  Div  OPCON  &  became  OPCON 
to  TF  PEAKE 

Operational  Summary:  TF  DEANE  continued  to  conduct  a  detailed  search 
and  oestroy  operation  within  the  AO  of  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS.  The  l/5G3d  Infantry 
with  E  Troop,  17th  Cavalry  was  given  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  security 
of  Position  WHITE.  At  1725  hours,  B/l/503d  Infantry  engaged  2  VC  at  XT  693245  (lo¬ 
cation  1).  One  (1)  VC  was  killed  (BC)  and  one  (l)  AK-47  rifle  was  captured.  The 
VC  wore  a  light  green  uniform  and  a  pistol  belt.  At  1938  hours,  Bravo  Company  again 
made  contact  with  2  Viet  Cong  at  XT  693244  (Location  l),  resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  (BC) 
and  an  additional  VC  possibly  killed.  The  dead  VC  wore  a  light  blue  uniform  and 
was  armed  with  a  bolt  action  rifle.  In  the  early  morning  hours,  elements  of  E/l7th 
Cavalry  were  probed  by  an  unknown  number  of  Viet  Cong  at  XT  716227,  The  Cavalry 
Troop  opened  fire  on  the  enemy  resulting  in  4  VC  KIA  (BC). 

The  2d  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  continued  its  search  in  their  as¬ 
signed  AO,  progressing  toward  the  eastern  area  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE.  At  1145 
hours,  C/2/5Q3d  Infantry  discovered  an  old  .45  caliber  pistol  (IT3)  at  XT  726258 
(Location  3).  During  the  search  of  the  area,  three  (3)  paratroopers  were  wounded  by 
an  enemy  boobytrap. 

The  4/503d  Infantry  continued  to  search  in  their  A0  during  the  day, 
however,  their  first  contact  was  at  0330  hours  in  the  morning.  Battalion  elements 
received  several  rounds  of  small  arms  fire  at  XT  736268  (Location  4).  Artillery  was 
called  in  on  the  enemy.  Following  the  artillery  barrage,  patrols  were  sent  forth 
to  acouire  an  estimate  of  damage  done  by  Artillery.  It  was  reported  that  two  (2) 

VC  were  killed  and  one  (l)  M-l  rifle  and  one  (l)  homemade  shotgun  were  captured. 
Activities  during  the  day  consisted  primarily  of  the  disccvery/destruction  of  nume¬ 
rous  tunnel  complexes.  Exploration  of  two  of  these  tunnels  repealed  a  sizeable 
weapons  cache.  Oie  tunnel  yielded  one  (l)  Browning  Automatic  Rifle,  one  (l)  flare 
pistol,  one  (1)  6Ctam  mortar  bipod  and  base  plate,  eight  (8)  Chiccm  rifles,  one 
(l)  M-l  rifle  and  several  rounds  of  assorted  ammunition.  This  tunnel  was  located 
at  XT  724267.  Another  tunnel/cache  at  XT  727269  contained  two  (2)  US  Carbines, 
three  (3)  M-l  rifles,  four  (4)  Thompson  machineguns,  one  (l)  Browning  Automatic 
Rifle,  41  bolt  action  weapons  and  one  (1)  M-3  sub-machinegun. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CFDAR  FALLS 


The  11th  ACR  (-)  continued  operations  in  the  southern  port. on  of  the 
IRON  TRIANGLE  and  secured  the  engineer  work  parties  to  the  north,.  At  1330  hours 
they  were  released  of  the  security  responsibility  by  l/ath  Cavalry.  The  l/Ath 
Cavalry  became  OPCON  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  at  this  time. 

o.  D  +  11  (19  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization'  No  Change 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade's  Task  Force  DEANF. 
continued  operations  throughout  the  IRON  TRIANGLE.  The  .st  Battalion's  Company 
A  continued  to  secure  Position  RED  while  the  rest  of  the  Battalion  conducted 
screening  operations  in  the  western  portion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE.  The  i/503d 
Infantry  met  with  little  contact,  however,  21  plastic  type  anti-pers'nne  1  mines 
were  destroyed  at  XT  688243 •  At  1005  hours,  a  Chieu  Hoi  returnee  pointed  out 
a  100  meter  trench  to  elements  of  the  l/503d  Infantry  at  XT  69 u2u>  The  trench 
and  connecting  tunnel  with  room  were  destroyed  by  Bravo  Company  Thr  ughout  the 
morning,  B/l/503d  Infantry  located  several  caches  of  rice  totalling  approximately 
10  to  12  tons.  At  1300  hours,  four  (4)  VC  (3  of  whom  were  carrying  Chieu  Hoi 
passes)  were  captured  by  the  Corano  Platoon  south  of  the  Brigade  CP,  That  after¬ 
noon,  the  Battalion  CP  was  displaced  by  foot  tu  XT  VQ32***  ana  closed  at  1605  hours 

The  2d  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  searched  the  central  portion  ol  the 

IRON  TRIANGLE  progressing  eastward.  At  1530  hours,  4  VC  were  detained  by  elements 
of  the  2d  Battalion,  one  of  whom  died  of  a  heart  attack.  The  capture  of  these 
VC  occurred  at  XT  733252,  The  Recon  Platoon  set  ambushes  that  night  at  two  sites, 

XT  743258  and  XT  744256.  Cki  two  separate  occasions,  each  ambush  killed  one  VC, 

however,  no  weapons  were  captured, 

Tne  4th  Battalion  with  Company  D/16th  Armor  (OPCON)  conducted  a  sweep 
in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Triangle,  At  0950  hours,  B/*/5G3d  Infantry  engaged 
3  Viet  Cong  in  a  tunnel  at  XT  724261.  One  of  the  enemy  was  killed,  however,  the 
other  two  managed  to  escape.  The  Battalion  located  and  extracted  one  (i)  Thompson 
sub-machinegun ,  one  (I)  US  carbine  and  one  (1)  Mauser  rifle  from  a  tunnel  at  XT  726- 
203. 


I/3/llth  ACR,  while  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the 
southern  sector  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  killed  two  (2)  VC  in  a  tunne.  whjen  was  con¬ 
structed  of  reinforced  concrete  at  XT  725225 , 

The  l/4th  Cavalry  continued  to  secure  the  northern  portion  of  the 
Brigade's  Area  of  Operation.  At  0725  hours,  a  damaged  APC,  being  towed  struck 
a  pressure  type  mine  at  XT  696343  and  burned,  resulting  in  the  total  ioss  of  the 
vehicle  and  3  US  WIA.  At  0855  hours,  an  Aero  Scout  team  found  1  VC  (BC  '  at  XT 
671356.  In  the  process  of  confirming  the  KIA,  the  team  made  contact  with  3  VG, 

The  action  resulted  in  one  of  the  hostiies  being  killed  (BC).  At  13u5  hours  B/ 
l/4th  Cavalry  contacted  a  Viet  Cong  Souad  at  XT  643328,  The  enemy  returned  semi¬ 
automatic  and  automatic  fire  on  the  friendly  troops.  Two  VC  were  killed  and  two 
were  wounded  as  a  result  of  this  action.  The  VC  wore  .aght  green  shirts  and  black 
trousers.  One  Chicom  carbine  was  captured, 

E  Troon,  17th  Cavalry  conducted  A«r  .  Rille  Platoon  Operation,  in  the 
southwestern  oortion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  At  <13^  h^u.-i  ,  they  Killed  c  VC  at  XT 
679239  in  addition  to  capturing  i  US  carbine  .me  1  Rucc-lan  tarbine. 


k8 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  / ction  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


p.  D  ±  12  (20  January  ,9t>7 ) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization:  H,2/llth  ACR  became  QPCON  L/503d  Inf 

Onerat ional  Summary.  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  continued 
Ooeration  CEDAR  FALLS  within  the  IRON  TRIANGLE.  The  1st  Battalion,  503d  Infantry, 
having  completed  sweeping  the  west  flank,  movea  to  the  outhern  portion  oi  the  AO, 
Alpha  Company  was  relieved  of  the  Brigade  ba^e  security/ reaction  force  mission  and 
joined  the  Battalion  at  the^r  CF  Location  at  1025  hours  The  heavy  mortar  platoon 
however,  remained  at  Position  RED,  At  093G  hours,  A/l/503c  Infantry  located  and 
destroyed  a  200-oouna  bomb  at  XT  71124-.  Charlie  Company,  at  XT  7032^,,  located 
18-20  tons  of  rice.  The  majority  of  this  rice  was  oestroyea  jn  p.ace,  nowever, 
15,800  pounds  were  evacuates.  Throughout  the  day,  the  paratroopers  of  the  1st 
Battalion  made  numerous  discoveries  cf  rice,  bunkers,  bicycles,  tunnels  and  medical 
supplies.  At  20z*0  hours,  C^muany  A  killed  one  (i)  VC  at  XT  709228 , 

At  0815  hours,  Companies  A  and  B  2/503d  Infantry  conaucted  a  heli- 
bome  assault  employing  eight  (8)  helicopters  to  an  LZ  vicinity  XT  699270,  Com¬ 
pany  C  remained  at  the  Battalion  C?  (XT  7352^.8),  After  completing  the  lift,  Com¬ 
panies  A  and  B/2/503d  Infantry  conducted  local  saturation  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
CP,  Company  A  encountered  three  (3s  VC  at  1350  houm,  killing  one  (XT  698272), 

Shortly  after  1800  hour3,  the  two  companies  were  heliLii'ted  to  the  Battalion  Cp, 
closing  at  18^5  hours. 

The  ath  battalion  (-)  with  D/16th  Armor  and  H/2/ilth  ACR  OPCON  moved 
northwest  to  seize  Objective  MIKE  (XT  700273),  The  attack  was  preceded  by  TAC 
Air  and  Artillery  preparations.  The  Battalion  and  attached  units  made  no  signi¬ 
ficant  contact  during  the  day. 

The  l/ath  Cavalry  (1st  Infantry  Division!  (-)  attacked  south  from 
their  AO  to  Objective  TCM  (XT  695277),  The  position  was  reported  secure  at  0909 
hours.  Due  to  the  absence  of  significant  contact,  the  1st  Snuadron  returned  to 
its  AO  in  the  northern  sector  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  and  continued  to  conduct  search 
and  destroy  operations  in  addition  to  providing  se-urity  for  Engineer  work  parties 
in  the  area.  At  0805  hours,  B /i/i,th  Cavalry  encountered  .19  Chiru  Hoi  Ralliers  at 
XT  679205  (Location  2),  The  ex-VC  wore  prompted  to  rally  by  recent  air  strikes 
and  artiilery  fire,  coupled  with  hunger  and  generally  Door  living  conditions.  At 
0953  hours,  A/l/^th  Cavalry  killed  one  (1)  VC  at  683313  (Location  3), 

The  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (-)  continued  to  conduct  search  and 
destroy  operations  in  t'.d  southern  portion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  K/3/llth  ACR  as¬ 
sumed  responsibility  for  the  security  of  the  Brigade  CP  arid  Fire  Support  Base  at 
Position  RED. 


Troop  E/l7th  Cavalry  continued  their  primary  mission  of  securing  Posi¬ 
tion  WHITE  in  addition  to  conducting  Aero  Rifle  Platoon  operations.  At  0039  hours, 
elements  of  the  Cavalry  Troop  killed  2  VC  in  a  sampan  at  XT  689223  (Location  it). 
Eleven  minutes  later,  they  contacted  and  killed  a  secona  VC  in  the  same  vicinity. 
The  trooners  accounted  for  two  (2)  more  enemy  KIA  before  daybreak 


o.  D  +  13  (21  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organization J  No  Changes 
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AVBE-SC  2?  February  196^ 

SUBJECT:  Caabat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALL?/ 


Operational  Sunmary:  TF  DEANE  continued  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  con¬ 
ducting  intensive  search  and  destroy  operations  within  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  The  ist 
Battalion,  503d  Infantry  continued  to  conduct  operations  in  the  southwest  portion 
of  the  AO  between  the  SAIGON  RIVER  and  HIGHWAY  li*  employing  road  patrols,  and  pla¬ 
toon  sized  Eagle  Flights.  The  Battalion  also  initiated  heliborne  assaults  on  small 
LZ's  used  as  short  range  patrol  bases.  At  2118  hours,  A/l/503d  Infantry  engaged 
15  Viet  Ceng  at  XT  686 242  (Location  l).  The  VC  returned  the  fire  before  fleeing 
southwest.  The  action  resulted  in  one  (l)  US  KIA  with  unknown  enemy  casualties. 

The  2d  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  continued  its  operations  in  the  east / 
central  portion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  west  of  the  THI  TINH  RIVER.  At  2010  hours, 

A  2/503J  Infantry  spotted  3  VC  at  XT  742253  (Location  2).  The  enemy  fired  10  - 
12  rounas  of  semi-automatic  fire.  The  7C  subsequently  fled  and  the  pursuit  was 
taken  up  by  elements  of  Alpha  Company,  One  (l)  US  paratrooper  wa3  ki  1  lea  in  the 
process.  The  Dustoff  ship  that  was  summoned  to  the  scene  also  received  fire  du¬ 
ring  its  departure. 

The  A/50qu  Infantry  with  Ccmnany  D/i6th  Armor  and  H/2/lith  ACR  OPCON 
continued  search  and  destroy  operations  through  the  heart  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE, 
linking  uo  with  2 '.>03d  Infantry  6  kiiaaetar3  soutn  of  BEN  CAT,  At  1130  hours,  C/ 
4'503d  Infantry  contacted  3  -  5  VC  at  XT  702267  (Location  3).  Two  of  the  hostiies 
dreonea  when  fired  uoon.  One  body  was  observed  being  dragged  away.  The  other  VC 
was  confirmed  KIA  (BC).  At  1300  hours,  E/i,/503d  Infantry  contacted  two  enemy  per¬ 
sonnel  at  XT  683257  (Location  i).  The  VC  managed  to  escape  after  wounding  one  (l) 
US  trooper. 


The  11th  ACR  (-)  conducted  operations  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
IRON  TRIANGLE  at  the  confluence  of  tne  THI  TINH  and  SAIGON  RIVERS,  At  1245  hours, 
L'j'lith  ACR  detained  3  Viet  Cong  who  stated  that  they  were  influenced  into  sur¬ 
render.  They  addea  that  the  Psy  War  speaker  mission  flown  on  the  20th  of  January 
near  XT  723236  (Location  5'  convinced  them  to  raliy,  F  Troop,  2/lith  ACR  killed 
two  (/)  VC  on  two  separate  occasions  on  this  aay  at  1300  hours  and  at  1600  hours. 
All  four  hostiies  killed  were  clad  in  black  pajamas. 

The  l/i*th  Cavalry  patrolled  the  rubber  D.antation  and  jungle  area 
west  of  BEN  CAT,  thereby  blocking  the  northern  estate  path  of  those  enemy  elements 
trapped  within  the  IRON  TRIANGLE.  In  addition,  the  i/qth  Cavalry  provided  secu¬ 
rity  lor  the  Engineer  work  parties  operating  in  the  northern  sector  of  the  AO, 
Between  1150  and  1200  hours,  C/1/i.th  Cavalry  capturea  x9  detainees  in  the  vicinity 
of  XT  731312  and  XT  7553x5, 

E  Troop,  17th  Cavalry  conducted  platoon  sized  Aero  Rifle  Operations 
a: eng  the  west  bank  of  the  SONG  THI  TINH  being  free  cf  intra-Task  Force  boundaries. 

Of  special  interest  were  the  Psychological  Operations  conducted  in  the 
Area  of  Orerations,  As  a  result  of  t.he  leaflet  drop  on  21  January,  six  (6)  Viet 
Cong  railled.  The  circumstances  behind  this  are  an  Iciiows:  on  the  19th  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  two  VC  ralliea  to  the  GVN  cause.  On  the  following  day.  they  were  photographed 
together  ana  gave  the  names  of  six  of  their  friends  among  the  VC  ranks  The  twe 
ra-'n,  who  happened  to  be  brothers,  composed  a  message  aimed  oirectiy  to  their  six 
fr/eno--.  On  the  same  day,  the  leaflets  were  dropped.  Shortly  thereafter ,  the 
six  V>t  Cong  raixiea,  following  the  good  advise  of  their  comrades  In  addition, 
h  wman  r*lugee  was  permitted  at  her  own  reouest  to  broadcast  a  message  to  her  hus- 
bana  and  brother.  Three  hours  after  her  plea,  both  men  turned  themselves  in  under 
the  Chieu  Hoi  Program  See  TAB  G  for  leaflet  mentioned  above  ana  photographs  of 
P^y  Dos  , 
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AVHE-fiC  25  February  1967 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


r,  D  +  14  (22  January  1967) 

Changes  In  Task  Force  Organization:  2/5036  Inf  became  0PC0N  to 

11th  ACR  f-1 

Operational  Summary:  The  17jd  Airborne  Brigade's  TF  DEANE  continued 
Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  within  the  IRON  TRIANGLE-  The  ist  Battalion,  503d  Infantry 
began  moving  north  along  the  west  flank  of  the  Triangle,  Search  and  destroy  ope 
rations  were  conducted  with  the  three  rifle  companies  deployed  abreast  of  one  ano¬ 
ther,  Ccmnany  A  was  on  the  west  flank,  Company  C  on  the  east  flank  and  Company  B 
was  Located  in  the  center.  At  0913  hours,  at  XT  7*4258,  Charlie  Company  located 
and  destroyed  a  small  t> nnel  containing  explosives  and  detonating  devices.  Later 
that  day.  Alpha  Company  located  and  destroyed  a  500*pound  bomb  at  XT  689245.  Du¬ 
ring  the  day,  tne  Battalion  discovered  26  tons  of  rice,  a  Large  quantity  of  galva¬ 
nized  metal  and  r .iscellaneous  weapons  and  fire  arms.  Four  (4)  Viet  Cong  bodies 
were  also  discovered  by  elemej.ts  of  l/503d  Infantry  during  the  days  sweep.  Con¬ 
tact  resuita  fo  •  the  ciay's  operation  we  •«  negati /e. 

Commencing  at  0700  hours,  The  2d  Battalion,  50dd  Infantry  became 
under  the  Operational  Control  of  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (»),  There 
were  no  contscts  made  with  elements  of  the  2/503d  Infantry  hotever,  several  com 
oany  sized  bas«  camris  were  located  during  the  day's  sweep.  None  of  these  encamp¬ 
ments  showed  indications  of  recent  use.  Tie  Cavalry  Troooa  served  primarily  as 
blocking  forces  for  the  Infantry  maneuvers , 

The  4th  Battalion,  503d  infantry  was  concerned  primarily  with  thr 
destruction  of  tunnels  within  their  Area  of  Ooeration,  At  J.130  hours,  Companies 
C  and  H  began  blowing  tunnels.  At  1615  hours.  Company  A  reported  that  two  men 
hal  entered  a  tunnel  after  it  was  exploded  to  acouire  an  estimate  of  damage.  The 
m-n  then  became  overcoae  by  gas.  One  of  the  troopers  was  unabie  to  escape.  At 
.1 63 0  hou -s  ,  PiC  Ronald  L,  Pendergist  was  recovered  from  the  undergrownd  trap.  He 
died  enroute  to  the  hospital.  It  should  be  mentioned  here  that  the  infantrymen 
who  enter  these  tunnels  are  strictly  volunteers. 

The  i'4th  Cavalry  continued  to  secure  engineer  work  parties  opera¬ 
ting  W“st  of  PEN  CAT  and  south  along  HIGHWAY  lu„  In  addition,  they  continued  to 
black  th?  VC  escaoe  rout  at  the  northern  sector  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  At  1545 
hou;'3 ,  B  i/4th  Cavalry  fired  un  30  VC  at  XT  bbbil-4  (Location  I),  Nine  (9'  of  the 
h  os  tiles  were  caotured,  6  of  whom  were  evacuated  to  the  i.72d  Military  Intelligence 
Detachment,  the  other  three  needing  maoicai  attention, 

a ,  b  -+•  15  (<3  Janua ■  *v  1 96?) 

Chang-  _ »n  Ta.wk_.(,VT<«  Oiganlzatlcn •  Rc^-n  JP it/ l/5Lgo  OPCON  untii  iBOO 

nr*  to  1/ 4th  Cav 

H/2/i.-th  ACR~re  Leased  OPCON  <./503d 

Inf 

(Jcoratiina _ Summary :  The  ±7 id  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate  >  conti nuea 

Operation  CEDAR  FAL..S  within  the  IRON  TRIANGUt,  The  t.st  Bai-talttn  condu  ted  search 
and  -i' a  troy  operations  <n  the  west  i’ian<  of  th*  T-iangie  ast-ide  INTi  Rc'KOViNCIAL 
HIGHWAY  1.,  At.  ,<Qij  hours,  Charlie  Ctorany  i.o,ated  and  uestroyea  a  1  '00  meter  tun- 
na,  at  XT  685275  .  The  Battalion  CP  began  oioDiacement  at  L»fO  hours,  c.oiuig  at 
oT  677^78  it  .55  hours  without  incident. 
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The  4th  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  released  H/2/llth  ACR  from  Opera¬ 
tional  control  at  0700  hours.  The  Battalion  then  swept  north  to  the  east  of  the 
Triangle.  At  0940  hours,  Company  A  located  in  a  tunnel  (vicinity  XT  729270)  one 
(l)  sniper  rifle,  three  (3)  pistols,  one  (l)  Chiccm  carbine,  ten  (10)  French  bolt 
action  rifles,  six  (6)  cans  of  tar  and  fourteen  (14)  rolls  of  roofing  tin.  The 
Battalion  made  no  significant  contact  during  the  day  and  were  primarily  concerned 
with  the  evacuation  and  destruction  of  rice  caches. 

The  11th  ACR  (-)  with  2/503d  Infantry  OPCON  continued  mechanized  and 
foot  operations  in  the  southern  tip  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE.  They  explored  tunnels, 
conducted  patrolling  along  lines  of  casmunication  and  secured  the  Engineer  work 
parties  who  were  clearing  the  area. 

The  l/4th  Cavalry  with  element j  of  E/l7th  Cavalry  patrolled  the  nor¬ 
thern  oortion  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  meeting  with  no  significant  contact  with  the 
enemy.  These  units  were  situated  west  of  BEN  CAT  blocking  escape  routes  and  secu¬ 
ring  Engineer  work  parties  in  the  area, 

t,  D  +  16  (24  January  1967) 

Changes  in  Task  Force  Organizat ion:  B/l/503d  Inf  became  OPCOM  to 

l/4th  Cav 

Operational  Summary:  The  173d  Airborne's  Task  Foret  DEANE  continued 
to  conduct  Search  and  Destroy  Operations  in  the  MON  TRIANGLE  and  began  to  redeploy 
its  forces  to  Base  Camp  in  preparation  for  the  termination  of  Operation  NIAGARA/ 
CEDAR  FALLS.  The  1st  Battalion,  503d  In '.on  try  continued  operations  on  the  weBt 
flank  of  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  proceeding  northward,  At  1057  hours  at  XT  470274,  tne 
Recon  Platoon  of  l/503d  Infantry  located  and  destroyed  3  tons  of  paddy  rice 
Shortly  thereafter,  they  discovered  a  dead  VC  at  XT  667302.  The  unit  continued 
its  movement  and  at  XT  671271  they  located  and  destroyed  25  additional  tms  of 
paddy  rice  and  four  (4)  huts.  Bravo  Company  was  released  from  the  Operational 
Control  of  the  l/4th  Cavalry  and  returned  to  the  Battalion  CP  at  1730  hours. 

The  4th  Battalion  with  D/l6th  Armor  (OPCON)  continued  to  conduct  search 
and  destroy  operations  to  the  north  from  XT  714289  to  XT  720320.  Hie  Battalion  CP 
and  D/4/503d  Infantry  moved  by  track  vehicle  with  D/16th  Armor  beginning  at  0805 
hours.  At  12 !£  hours.  Company  D/l6th  Armor  and  two  (2)  platoons  of  D/4/5Q3d  In¬ 
fantry  were  released  from  Brigade  OPCON. 

The  11th  ACR  (-)  and  2/50[3d  Infantry  departed  the  Area  of  Operation 
at  0930  hours,  clearing  the  IRON  TRIANGLE  at  1229  hours.  The  elements  thon  pro- 
ceded  to  their  respective  base  cam^a  at  XUAN  LOC  and  BIEN  HOA. 

The  l/4th  Cavalry  continued  its  screening  mission  alonf,  the  norths  .1 
nort.i  in  f  the  IRON  TRIANGLE,  with  B/l/503d  Infantry  OPCON.  At  1300  hours,  B/l/ 

503c  Infantry  and  L/Ath  Cavalry  contacted  an  estimated  \/iet  Cong  Squad  at  XT  669- 
32"'  (Location  ll.  The  skirmish  resulted  in  8  VC  KIA  (EC)  and  3  enemy  WIA  who  were 
captured,  Two  (?)  .38  caliber  pistols  were  confiscated.  At  ]i,i0  hours,  as  a  di¬ 
rect  re  uit  of  thi«  action,  three  (3)  additional  Viet  Copg  were  c.v  ured  at  XT 
6493  01 


u  D  *■  i7  (/■*)  January  1967) 

Qi anges  in  Task  F01  cc  Organisation :  Serials  employed  0 1  *ing  rede¬ 
ployment  of  Brigad  1  fol  lows : 


32 


OnNrIOENTIAL 


UUNI*  lUtNI  IAL 

AVBE-SC  25  February  1967 

SUDiDCT:  Combat  Operations  After  Motion  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/ 'CEDAR  FALLS) 


SERIAL  #1 


SERIAL  #2 


SERIAL  #3 


LTC  HEAlY  -  Qndr 


MAJ  WINDSOR  -  Ctodr  LTC  NGRDIN  -  Ctadr 


l/503d  Inf 
4/5 03d  Inf 

HQ  &  A  Btry/3 /319th  A**ty 


D/l6th  Armor 
HHC  (-) 

1  Fit  Engr 

BSOC 


E/l7th  Cav 
B  &  C  Btry 
3/319th  Arty 


The  173<l  Airborne  Brigade  (Separa’ o)  terminated  Operation  NIAGARA/ 
CEDAR  FALLS  at  0700  hours  when  it  was  released  frcw  the  Operational  Control  of 
the  1st  Infantry  Division,,  The  Brigade  returned  to  Base  Camp  in  three  Serials, 
clearing  the  CEDAR  FALLS  AO  at  0945  hours.  The  final  elements  of  the  Brigade 
closed  at  BIEN  HOA  at  132?  hours.  The  movement  was  executed  vdthout  incident. 

15,  Revolutionary  Development 

a.  Civic  Action  Activities : 

(1)  Construction  of  Refugee  Center  (100  meters  x  150  meters  at  lo¬ 
cation  XT  733323,  CAT). 

(a)  A  double  concertina  wire  protective  barrier  was  erected 
around  the  perimeter. 

(*0  Erected  four  (4)  ea  tents,  G?  large. 

(t)  Constructed  two  (2)  ea  latrines,  slit  trench,  8  hole 

(2)  Constructed  a  Boy  Scout  Den/Schoolrocm,  16'  x  24'  using  logs, 

1"  planicing  and  corrugated  metal  roof. 

(3)  Constructed  1  ea  Soccer  Field,  100  meters  x  40  meters, 

(4)  Constructed  3  ea  Volley  Ball  courts, 

(5)  Installed  36'  of  24"  corrugated  metal  culvert  under  access  road 
leading  to  church  vicinity  XT  740329,  BEN  CAT. 

(6)  Distributed  to  BEN  C.*T  District  Advisor  the  following: 

(a)  450'  of  chicken  wire. 

(b)  45'  -  50'  i  'scellaneous  corrugated  metal  culvert. 

(7)  The  above  items  were  accomplished  by  the  173d  Engineer  Company, 
b.  Brigade  S5  Activities: 

(l)  During  Operation  CEDAR  FALIiS,  the  S5  Section  centered  its  acti¬ 
vities  in  the  BEN  CAT  DISTRICT,  BINH  DUONG  PROVINCE.  The  following  are  totals  of 
various  S5  Activities: 

(a)  MEDCAP  and  DENTCAP 
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DATE 

LOCATION 

COORDINATES 

MEDCAP 

DENTCAP 

6  J  an  6  7 

XCK  RACH  NAI 

XT  777185 

67 

18 

9  Jan  67 

AN  DIEN 

XT  727318 

22 

6 

10  Jan  67 

AN  DIEN 

XT  727318 

157 

65 

11  Jan  67 

AN  DIEN 

XT  727318 

154 

34 

12  Jan  67 

MUONG  Cl AO 

XT  730340 

84 

20 

12  Jan  67 

CHU  MU I 

XT  745335 

15 

5 

13  Jan  67 

MUONG  CIAO 

XT  730340 

55 

15 

13  Jan  67 

XCM  XOAI 

XT  755320 

50 

25 

16  Jan  67 

BEN  CAT 

XT  741330 

143 

38 

17  Jan  67 

BEN  CAT 

XT  741330 

198 

44 

18  Jan  67 

MY  THANH 

XT  765304 

117 

31 

18  Jan  67 

BEN  CAT 

XT  745328 

•j6 

33 

10  Jan  67 

BEN  CAT 

XT  740329 

52 

18 

19  Jan  67 

HUONG  DAY 

XT  750325 

67 

12 

20  Jan  67 

LO  THANH 

XT  734334 

82 

21 

20  Jan  67 

CHU  MU I 

XT  745336 

28 

18 

21  Jan  67 

AN  DIEN 

XT  733329 

62 

16 

23  Jan  67 

AN  DIEN 

XT  727318 

87 

12 

TOTAL 

1,49^ 

**30 

(b)  Psychological  Operations: 


1„  Speaker  and  Leaflet  Missions. 


DATE 

MISSION 

THEME 

TIME/ AMOUNT 

9  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"Control  of  Refugees/MEDCAP  Instructions" 

5  Hrs 

10  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"Control  of  Refugees/MEDCAP  Instructions" 

8  Hrs 

11  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"Control  of  Refugees/MEDCAP  Instructions" 

5  Hrs 

12  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"Control  of  Refugees/MEDCAP  Instructions" 

7  Hrs 

13  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"Control  of  Refugees/MEDCAP  Instructions" 

5  Hrs 

14  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"Control  of  Refugees/MEDCAP  Instructions" 

7  Hrs 

16  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"MEDCAP  Instructions" 

it  Hrs 

16  Jan  67 

Handouts 

"Calendars  1967" 

210 

17  Jan  67 

Leaflet 

"Chieu  Hoi/Safe  Conduct" 

95,000 

17  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"MEDCAP  Instructions" 

i  Hr 

17  Jan  67 

Handouts 

"Calendar  1967" 

210 

18  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"MEDCAP  Instructions" 

1  Hr 

18  Jan  67 

Handouts 

"Calendar  1967" 

210 

19  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"MEDCAP" 

l£  Hrs 

20  Jan  67 

Leaflet 

"Chieu  Hoi/Safe  Conduct" 

150,000 

20  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"Chieu  Hoi  Special" 

It  Hrs 

20  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"Why  You  Should  Rally" 

2  Hrs 

20  Jan  67 

speaker 

"Chieu  Hoi/Rally  Nv,w" 

5j  Hrs 

21  Jan  67 

Leaflet 

"Chieu  Hoi/Safe  Conduct" 

79,000 

21  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"Rally  Instructions" 

1  Hr 

22  Jan  67 

Leaflet 

"173d  Good  Guy" 

100,000 

22  Jan  67 

Speaker 

"173d  Power" 

1  Hr 

TOTAL  Leaflets  Dropped 
TOTAL  Air  Sneaker  Hours 
TOTAL  Air  Missions  Flown 
TOTAL  Ground  Speaker  Hours 
TOTAL  Handouts  (Calendars) 


-  424,000 

4,25  Hrs 
5 

51,75  Hrs 
630 
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2.  Most  noticeable  Psychological  Operations  occurred  on 
19  January,  when  two  Vietnamese  brothers  were  united  in  the  Chieu  Hoi  Compound. 

In  an  effort  to  get  other  VC  to  rally,  they  wrote  a  mesaage  on  a  leaflet  that  also 
had  their  picture  on  it  and  the  nairas  of  six  of  the  membr  *s  of  their  militia  squad. 
This  leaflet  was  printed  that  night  and  dropped  the  next  morning.  That  day,  the  6 
members  listed  on  the  leaflet  turned  themselves  in  as  ralliers.  See  TAB  H  for 
leaflet. 


2.*  In  addition,  18  VC  arrived  at  the  Chieu  Hoi  Center  with 
serial  numbered  Safe  Conduct  Fasses  that  were  dropped  by  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade's 
Psy  Ops  Team  during  this  operation, 

4.  The  following  distributions  were  made  during  Operation 

CEDAR  FALLS: 

Rice  (100  lb  Bags)  2,061  bags 

Bubble  Bath ....  •«.  L20  boxes 

Cooking  Oil  .  18  cans 

Keen  Drink  ...............  108  bottles 

Milk,  Dry  »  ,,,,36  boxes 

Bulgar  Wheat  (ICO  lb  Bags)  ..........  6  bags 

C-Rations  (Surplus )  ..........  2  large  boxes 

Ammo  Boxes  (Empty)  ............  235  boxes 

Imprest  Fund  purchases  in  the  amount  of  6,030  $VN  were 
made  to  suoport  Civic  Action  projects  during  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS, 

6,  A  refugee  collection  point  was  operated  by  the  Brigade 
S5  Section  at  BEN  CAT,  BINH  DUONG  PROVINCE.  Refugees  from  the  IRON  TRIANGIE  were 
processed  through  this  point  to  enable  them  to  consolidate  their  personal  belon¬ 
gings,  livestock  and  travel  to  the  main  refugee  collection  point  at  PhJ  "^NG  in 
family  groups.  2,740  refugees  were  processed  by  the  Brigade  S5. 

2*  During  the  final  days  of  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS,  the 
refugee  collection  point  at  BEN  CAT  was  converted  into  an  athletic  field  contai¬ 
ning  a  soccer  field,  a  volleyball  court  and  a  Boy  Scout  Hut,  This  was  named  "Sky 
Soldier  Field"  and  the  facility  built  there  was  dedicated  for  the  use  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  BEN  CAT  District. 

8.  On  Saturday,  21  January,  a  Rice  Passing  Festival  was 
held  at  the  BEN  CAT  District  Headquarters,  During  this  event,  captured  VC  rice  was 
distributed  to  1,128  families  in  the  BIN  CAT  area, 

9,  Amnunition  boxes  from  the  3/3 19th  Artillery  Battalion 
were  taken  daily  to  the  3  permanent  refugee  housing  areas  than  encompass  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  BEN  CAT.  These  boxes  were  used  by  the  Vietnamese  families  for  floors  in 
their  homes  and  for  firewood, 

c.  Summary:  Civil  Affairs  activities  in  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  wer-  the 
most  productive  of  any  operation  conducted  by  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate) 
to  date. 
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16.  Logistics/Administrative  Activities: 

a.  General:  To  support  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS  a  Brigade  Supply 
Office  forward  element  was  established  at  PHU  LOI  for  Operation  NIAGARA  FAlIS,  and 
at  Position  RED  (BEN  CAT)  for  CEDAR  FALLS  along  with  a  Brigade  Supply  Operations 
Center  (BSOC ). 

b.  Supply  and  Transportation:  Resupply  of  the  Brigade  was  accomplished 
daily  by  road  convoy  from  BIEN  HOA,  This  was  supplemented  by  drawing  from  the  1st 
Logistical  Command  stocks  of  Class  V  and  Cl&as  III  from  LIA  KHE,  Thirty  (30)  2jt- 
ton  trucks  of  the  48th  Transportation  Group  moved  elements  of  the  Brigade  to  posi¬ 
tions  at  PHU  LOI  from  the  AO  of  Operation  CANARY/DUCK.  Sixty  (60)  more  2^-ton 
trucks  were  employed  to  move  the  remainder  of  the  maneuver  elements  to  PHU  LOI  for 
airlift  into  an  assembly  area.  A  total  of  90  2A-ton  trucks  from  the  48th  Group  were 
used  to  extract  the  maneuver  elements  from  the  operational  area  at  the  termination 
of  the  operation.  A  total  of  1,322.2  short  tons  of  supplies  were  handled  during 
the  operation.  Of  this  amount,  74  short  tons  were  used  for  Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS 
and  1,248.2  short  tons  for  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS.  A  breakd>jwn  by  Class  of  Supply 
for  each  operation  follows: 


Class  I  .  .  ,  ,  , 
Class  II  &  IV  ,  , 
Class  III  .  .  ,  „ 
Class  V  .  .  .  .  . 

tot  al  .  .  , 


NIAGARA  FALLS 


i*  it  a  •  <t  a  a  a  o  o 

oeAse  <**•»<♦* 


CEDAR  FALLS 
Bien  Hoa 


,  ,  ,  .  19.3  ST 
.  ,  .  ,  .  ,5  ST 
,  ,  .  ,  .  .2  ST 
.  -  ,  .  54.0  ST 

.  ,  .  ..  74,0  ST 


Class  I  . . .  ,  260.07  ST 

Class  II  &  IV  52.75  ST 

Class  III  574,69  ST 

Class  V  .  164,79  ST 

TOTAL  .  ...  1,052.30  ST 

CEDAR  FALLS 
Lai  Khe 

Class  III  8,1  ST 

Class  V  ,  187,9  ST 

TOTAL . . . .  .  .  .  195,9  ST 

A  total  of  739  UH-1D  and  5  CH-47  resupply  sorties  were  flown  from  the  BSOC  to  for¬ 
ward  elements  of  the  Brigade, 
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c.  Maintenance:  A  maintenance  contact  team  consisting  of  two  officers 
and  twenty  enlisted  men  from  Company  "D"  (Maintenance),  173d  Support  Battalion  waa 
located  forward  at  Position  RED  and  provided  direct  support  maintenance  to  Brigade 
elements.  Back  up  support  and  resupply  of  repair  parts  was  accomplished  daily  by 
road  conv >y.  A  breakdown  of  support  provided  follows: 


SECTION 

JOBS  RECEIVED 

JOBS  COMPLETED 

JOBS  UNCOMPLETED 

Mechanical  Maintenance 

37 

37 

0 

Armament 

141 

140 

1 

Signal 

92 

92 

0 

Engineer 

9 

9 

0 

Service  ft  Evacuation 

17 

17 

0 

A  noticeable  imorovement  in  organizational  niaintenance  was  observed, 

d.  Medical:  Company  "B"  (Medical),  173d  Support  Battalion,  provided 
medical  suoport  employing  four  officers  and  thirty-five  enlisted  men,  offering 
full  surgical,  medical  and  dental  support.  The  clearing  station  served  as  the 
primary  evacuation  facility  for  casualties,  Dusuoff  coverage  was  provided  through 
the  1st  Division  Clearing  Station.  Daily  routine  evacuation  was  accomplished  via 
3/4-ton  ambulance  by  road  convoy  and  LOC  helicopters  returning  to  BIEN  HOA  for  the 
night,  A  total  of  382  patients  were  treated.  Casualty  and  patient  breakdown  fol¬ 
lows  (KIA,  WIA  and  Non-Battle  Injuries  will  be  covered  in  Operation  Results). 


FUO  . . 31 

Dermatological  4h 

ENT  .,....,,,,.,14 

Eye  4 

Cardio  Resoiratory  4 

Gastro  Intestinal  ,.,,,«  23 

Genitourinary  77 

Neuro  Psychiatric  .  0 

Other  Medical  9 

Dental  48 

Viet  Cong  Medical  8 


■).  Communications: 

(l)  The  Brigade  CP  moved  directly  from  Operation  CANARY/DUCK  astride 
ROUTE  15  to  PHU  LOI  on  4  January  1967.  The  Brigade  then  passed  from  OPCON  II  FFORCEV 
(Hurricane)  to  the  1st  Infantry  Division  (Danger),  UHF  communications  were  estab¬ 
lished  from  the  Brigade  CP  at  PHU  LOI  to  DANGER  FORWARD  at  LAI  KHE.  The  Brigade  at 
this  time  entered  the  1st  Division  voice  secure  FM  Radio  Net,  This  Net  was  used 
to  oass  classified  traffic  throughout  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS.  Heaviest  usage 
was  mostly  in  the  early  evening  when  plans  for  the  next  day's  operations  were  be¬ 
ing  coordinated.  This  was  the  first  time  the  Brigade  made  use  of  the  FM  Voice  Se¬ 
cure  Radio  Eouipment  and  the  enployment  of  this  equipment  continued  on  a  day  to 
day  basis.  On  8  January  1967,  the  CP  moved  from  PHU  LOI  to  a  location  due  east  of 
BEN  CAT  for  the  commencement  of  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS.  VHF  was  quickly  established 
to  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Forward  at  LAI  KHE,  Although  operational  communica¬ 
tions  as  olanned  were  adenuate  between  the  1st  Infantry  Division  and  the  173d 
Airborne  Brigade  (Separate),  seme  problems  developed  in  circuit  routing  for  tele¬ 
phone  communication  between  BRIGADE  FORWARD  and  BRIGADE  REAR.  Circuits  from  PARACHUTE 
to  BIEN  HOA  ARMY  switchboard  were  routed  frem  BEN  CAT  to  LAI  KHE  to  HURRICANE.  The 


37 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBF-SC  25  February  1967 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


leg  from  LIA  KFE  to  PHU  LOI  was  over  an  Amy  (USARV)  system  and  problems  developed 
in  coordination  and  reation  times.  Several  days  loter,  the  circuits  were  placed 
on  a  1st  Division  system  from  LAI  KHE  to  PHU  LOI  and  this  improved  circuit  stabi¬ 
lity  and  quality  considerably. 

(2)  Communications  within  the  Brigade  were  primarily  by  FM  voice 
radio.  Those  units  within  or  on  the  perimeter  were  fed  into  PARACHUTE  switch¬ 
board  by  wire.  Arrangements  had  been  made  to  provide  4-channel  VHP  system  to  the 
llt.h  ACR  which  had  been  placed  OPCON  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  on 
Operation  CEDAR  FALIS.  The  llt.h  A.CR  (-)  placed  its  main  tactical  CP  at  BEN  CAT 
with  the  Brigade  CP,  The  plan  was  to  displace  from  there  if  necessary,  With 
this  in  mind,  the  4-channel  VHF  system  (AN/MRC-112)  was  established  with  the  BEN 
CAT  perimeter.  It  should  be  noted  that  it  took  2^  days  to  get  this  100  yard  shot 
working  due  to  Droblems  in  frequency  interference.  During  this,  wire  line  was  em¬ 
ployed  between  the  two  CP's,  Once  established,  the  AN  MRC-112  system  proved  to  be 
quite  stable  and  was  utilized  between  the  173d  Brigade  CP  and  the  11th  ACR  (-)  for 
the  duration  of  the  operation, 

(3)  It  was  during  this  operation  that  the  concept  of  commanding  from 
the  air  was  fully  emoloyed.  Upon  direction  of  the  CG,  action  was  initiated  to  pro¬ 
vide  five  command  and  control  (C  &  C)  helicopters  at  any  one  time.  Upon  examina¬ 
tion  of  the  Brigade  resources,  it  was  determined  that  five  FM  Radios,  one  UHF  radio, 
one  AN/ASC-6  modified  to  provide  2  FM  radios  each.  All  the  above  consoles  are  de¬ 
signed  to  orovide  inter-communications  between  the  commander  and  the  pilot.  In 
line  with  this  program,  arrangements  were  made  to  install  an  external  FM  radio  an¬ 
tenna  on  each  of  ihe  six  (6)  OH-13  helicopters  in  Casper  Platoon.  This  would 
facilitate  the  enabling  of  passengers  to  board  the  aircraft  with  their  own  AN/PRC- 
25  and  connect  it  to  the  installed  antenna,  by  using  a  vehicle-type  headset  and 
H-138  handset.  This  system  proved  quite  workable. 

f.  Public  Information  Office: 

(1)  Oi  8  January  1967,  the  PIO  commenced  operation  of  a  Field  Press 
Center  at  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  CP  at  Position  RED,  vicinity  of  EEN  CAT,  The 
center  assisted  9  newsmen  on  the  first  day  of  Operation  CEDAR  FAILS.  These  men 

were: 


Mr.  John  Linzel,  Associated  Press 

Mr.  Bruce  Morton,  and  two  man  crew,  CBS 

Mr,  George  Page,  NBC 

Mr.  Jim  Eury,  NBC 

Mr.  Hans  Peshke,  NBC 

Mr,  Jim  Ccmparo,  United  FVess  International 


Mr.  Ron  Gallager,  a  free  lance  writer/ohotographeo 

(2)  The  reporters  covered  various  aspects  of  the  Operation  such  as 
the  operations  of  the  11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (-),  refugee  evacuation,  and 
tunnel  exploration.  General  Deane  was  interviewed  by  Newsmen  Page,  Eury  and  Peshke. 
Other  news  correspondents  who  covered  the  Brigade's  operation  were: 
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Miss  Henny  Schants,  representing  Dutch  media 

Mr,  Gerald  Forken,  Stars  and  Stripes 

Mr.  Phil  3tit,  Stare  and  Stripes 

Mr,  Carl  Purnell,  representing  Pennsylvania  Papers 

Mr.  John  Sach,  Esquire  Magazine 

Mr.  Everett  Manning,  Newsweek  Magazine 

Mr,  Leon  Daniels,  and  his  crew.  United  Press  International 
SFC  William  Lebua,  Armed  Forces  Radio  and  Television 
1 7.  Special  Equipment/Techniques: 

The  unique  and  revolutionary  characteristics  of  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR 
FALLS  as  a  multi-force  operation  led  to  the  use  of  many  pieces  of  special  equip¬ 
ment  in  addition  to  the  new  techiques  employed  by  Infantry  ana  Support  elements 
within  the  Frigade.  The  following  techniques/equipment  are  considered  to  be  the 
most  significant. 

a.  Aero  Cavalry  Operations  (Sky  Cavalry  Concept):  In  later  September 
1966,  the  E  Troop,  17th  Cavalry  Commander  and  the  Aviation  Officer  of  the  Brigade 
flew  to  the  1st  Cavalry  Division  (Airmobile)  for  a  first  hand  evaluation  of  the 
limits  and  capabilities  of  employing  airmobile  tactics.  They  returned  highly  en¬ 
thusiastic  that  such  a  mission  could  greatly  improve  the  combat  flexibility  of  the 
Brigade . 


The  aero  rifle  platoon  concept  was  adopted  in  October  1966  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  and  support  of  the  Commanding  General.  Extensive  classes  and  training  were 
given  to  each  platoon  of  the  Troop  E/l7th  Cavalry.  Senior  NCO' 3  from  each  of  the 
Cav's  platoon  wer<  sent  to  AN  KHE  for  first  hand  experience  on  the  employment  of 
Aero  Scout  techniques. 

In  order  to  initiate  this  concept,  several  principal  guidelines  were  es¬ 
tablished.  The  personnel  comprising  the  Aero  Rifle  squad  and  observers  for  the 
Aero  Scouts,  along  with  the  platoon  headquarters  element  come  from  the  resources  of 
the  Cavalry  Troop,  Personnel  were  available  within  the  Recon  Platoon  of  E/l7th  Ca¬ 
valry  to  form  3-12  man  squads  in  addition  to  the  platoon  Headquarters  element, 
usually  consisting  of  three  men. 

In  addition,  the  Aero  Scout  section  was  reorganized  utilizing  enlisted 
scout  observers  from  the  Troop  who  had  already  undergone  extensive  training  in 
these  techniques.  The  concept  was  first  employed  on  (deration  ATTLEBORO,  as  a  re¬ 
action  force  for  a  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol  team.  The  mission  was  suc¬ 
cessful,  however,  not  until  Operation  CANARY/DUCK  was  the  Aero  Cavalry  concept 
proven.  During  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS,  this  concept  was  used  extensively 
by  almost  all  Infantry  elements  within  the  Cavalry  Troop. 

The  techniques  employed  are  a3  follows.  The  Aero  Scout  Section  (employ¬ 
ing  CH-13's)  fly  over  a  predesignated  area  in  pairs  (lead  and  chase  ships)  looking 
for  trails,  canals,  or  recently  used  campsites  and  enemy  activity.  After  the  scouts 
have  made  a  significant  discovery,  a  call  is  sent  back  to  the  stand  by  Aero  Riflo 
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platoon  and  they  are  issued  forth  to  a  suitable  landing  position  near  the  location 
by  armed  helicopter.  The  area  is  suppressed  before  the  landing  is  initiated  so 
that  friendly  troops  do  not  run  head  on  into  hostile  elements.  For  further  ana¬ 
lysis  of  this  technique,  see  Small  Unit  Actions  (E/l7th  Cav  -  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS). 

b.  Tunnel  Rat  Teams:  The  Tunnel  Rat  Tsam  consists  of  six  to  ten  men 
incuding  one  OIC  or  NCOIC.  The  individual  in  charge  hao  the  responsibility  of 
drawing  the  sketch  of  the  underground  complex  from  the  information  relayed  from  the 
team  witnin.  The  lead  elements  of  the  Tunnel  Rat  Team  is  armed  with  a  .22  caliber 
pistol  equipped  with  a  silencer,  a  TA-1  telephone  or  skull  mike,  a  flashlight, 
compass  and  probe.  An  azimuth  is  taken,  paces  are  counted  off  and  the  information 
is  relayed  to  administrative  elements  fbove. 

The  major  problem  encountered  during  tunnel  exploration  is  one  of  com¬ 
munications.  The  skull  mike  apparatus  (consisting  of  a  transmitter  strapped  to  the 
back  of  the  skull)  often  becomes  inoperative  after  a  short  period  of  time  neces¬ 
sitating  repair.  In  addition,  WD-1  wire  had  to  be  employed  in  lieu  of  light  weight 
Canadian  Assault  Wire,  which  had  become  scarce.  The  heavier  wire  addeo  a  conside¬ 
rable  amount  of  weight  and  bulk  to  the  Tunnel  Rat  Team, 

c.  Mine  Detecting  Operations:  The  mine  detector  (Aural  Indicating)  was 
ths  primary  piece  ol  equipment  employed  in  this  type  of  operation.  This  aetector 
will  pick  up  any  metallic  object  within  its  area  of  sensitivity.  It  can  detect  ob¬ 
jects  as  small  as  one  strand  of  camno  wire  up  to  four  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
ground.  However,  this  capability  also  proves  to  ue  a  deterrant  to  mine  detecting 
operations  since  the  machine  will  pick  up  tin  foil,  empty  shell  cases,  nails  or  any 
other  thing  containing  metal  as  well  as  mines, 

d.  River  Patrols:  River  Patrols  employed  during  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR 
FAL1S  consisted  of  15  men,  two  of  them  being  Engineers,  with  the  remainder  being 
Infantrymen.  The  craft  utilized  were  15 -man  pneumatic  assault  boat3,  Che  of  the 
Engineers  on  board  was  a  motor  operator  while  the  second  was  in  charge  of  holding 
the  boat  to  the  shore  during  loading  and  unloading  and  also  casting  the  boat  off 
shore.  The  actual  patrol  was  assigned  the  task  of  checking  all  Vietnamese  river 
traffic.  The  boats  were  additionally  employed  in  the  ferrying  of  supplies  to  out¬ 
posts  along  the  river, 

e.  Floating  Mine  Barrier  Techniques:  Floating  mine  barriers  proved  to 
be  the  answer  to  the  problem  of  tidal  effect  on  inland  wate~  -vs.  Cables  are 
stretched  across  the  river  and  are  allowed  to  sag  below  the  v  „er  level.  The 
bridging  timbers  are  then  attached  to  these  cables  so  that  they  float.  When  the 
river  is  under  tidal  influence,  the  floating  barrier  rises  and  falls  with  the  tide. 
Barriers  often  had  to  be  constructed  on  both  sides  of  the  bridge  since  the  tide 
often  causes  the  waterway  to  flow  in  both  directions, 

f.  Efficiency  of  AN/PRC-25 :  The  AN/PRC  radio  with  long  antenna  was  em¬ 
ployed  on  a  command  and  liaison  helicopter  as  a  radio  relay  for  the  Battalion  ope¬ 
rations,  It  proved  to  be  an  extremely  effective  link  between  the  CP  and  the  front 
line  companies. 

g.  Infra-Red :  APC's  with  their  organic  Infra-rod  periscooe3  provided 
augmentation  to  the  use  of  Starlight  Scopes  on  night  oerimeter  defense, 

h.  Mldozers :  Bulldozers  furnished  by  the  1st  Infantry  Division  Engi¬ 
neers  were  of  great  assistance  in  providing  new  avenues  of  approach  to  areas  where 
the  Viet  Cong  had  heavily  mined  existing  aoproaches,  They  were  also  of  invaluable 
assistance  in  preoaring  defensive  Dositions  when  they  cleared  LZ  and  fields  of  fire 
for  Infantry  elements. 
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i,  Employment  of  the  Armor  Vehicle  Launched  Bridge:  An  Armor  Vehicle 
Launched  Bridge  was  employed  to  span  a  section  of  bridge  that  had  collapsed  at 
BEN  CAT,  making  it  possible  to  recommence  road  movement,  and  hence,  normal  ope¬ 
rations,  with  minimum  delay. 

J,  Weapons  Used  at  River  Blocking  Positions;  Twin  4 Cbm  anti-aircraft 
weapons  were  used  in  blocking  positions  along  the  THI  TINH  and  SAIGON  RIVERS  du¬ 
ring  the  operation.  Quad  .50  caliber  machineguns  were  also  used  in  similar  posi¬ 
tions  and  were  mounted  on  Engineer  Boats  to  block  the  river  exits  utilized  by  the 
©nwny , 


k.  The  following  is  a  chronological  sequence  of  the  employment  of  Special 
Tunnel  Clearing  Equipment  (8,500  c.f.m.  BUFFALO  TURBINE)  on  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS, 

(1)  14  January  1967?  Elements  of  Company  M,  3/Hth  ACR  had  earlier 
located  a  tunnel  entrance  within  their  operational  area,  the  first  tunnel  confirmed 
by  a  Brigade  element.  The  Turbine  was  helilifted  by  UH-1D  helicopter  from  the  Bri¬ 
gade  CP  at  Position  RED  with  the  operator  crew  of  the  51»t  Chemical  Detachment 
(Airborne)  to  vicinity  XT  746230.  The  machine  was  mounted  inside  an  APC  of  Mike 
Company  and  was  utilized  to  ventilate  the  tunnel  shaft  for  the  173d  Engineer  Com¬ 
pany's  "Tunnel  Rat"  search  party.  Several  tunnel  entrances  were  discovered  by  the 
party  and  the  APC  was  displaced  several  times  following  their  progress  frcm  entrance 
to  entrance.  The  turbine  and  crew  remained  overnight  with  Company  M„ 

(2)  15  January  1967:  The  turbine  was  displaced  from  the  base  area' of 
M/3 /11th  ACR  by  helicopter  to  support  an  Engineer  Platoon  of  the  173d  Engineer 
Company  searching  a  tunnel  in  the  l/5Q3d  Infantry  area  of  operation.  The  UH-1 
sling  loaded  turbine  was  set  down  into  the  bed  of  an  Engineer  Dump  Truck  and  was 
moved  by  truck  to  tunnel  entrance  vicinity  XT  683271.  Tunnel  smoke  tracing  ope¬ 
rations  were  begun  at  1100  hours  and  continued  until  1430  hours.  M5,  30-pound 
smoke  pots  were  used  as  a  smoke  source  and  were  introduced  into  the  tunnel  en¬ 
trance  with  air  frcm  the  turbine  forcing  the  smoke  down  the  shaft.  A  recon  patrol 
of  E/I7th  Cavalry  was  airborne  in  a  helicopter  for  aerial  observation  of  emitted 
smoke  while  engineer  elements  on  the  ground  moved  to  and  marked  the  smoke  exits. 

A  total  of  eight  (8)  additional  surface  openings  were  located  during  the  operation 
both  north  and  south  of  the  original  location.  The  Engineer  platoon  return:. 1  the 
following  day  and  collapsed  the  tunnel  openings.  The  evening  of  the  15th,  the 
turbine  and  crew  returned  to  the  Brigade  CP  with  the  Engineer  Platoon's  dump  truck. 

(3)  16  January  1967?  The  turbine  and  crew  returned  to  the  l/5Q3d 
Infantry  area  (XT  (>83271 )  still  mounted  on  the  dump  truck  and  was  further  trans¬ 
ported  by  road  to  the  Squadron  CP  of  2/llth  ACR  vicinity  XT  726248.  Movement  was 
delayed  due  to  mine  clearing  operations  on  ROUTE  14  between  tht.  l/503d  Infantry 
and  the  2/llth  ACR.  The  machine  was  scheduled  for  work  at  a  tunnel  opening  vici¬ 
nity  XT  736250  but  did  not  arrive  in  time  to  be  placed  in  operation  and  remained 
overnight  at  the  Snuadron  CP. 

(4)  17  January  1967;  During  the  previous  afternoon  (16  January)  a 
tunnel  search  party  of  Company  M/3/iith  ACR  sustaining  1  KIA  and  1  WIA  frcm  VC 
automatic  weapons  fire  while  proceeding  down  a  tunnel  shaft  vicinity  XT  740221.  On 
the  morning  of  17  January,  the  turbine  and  crew  was  displaced  by  vehicle  frcm  2/llth 
ACR  to  th?  3/  llth  ACR  area  and  loaded  onto  an  APC  attached  to  Company  M  of  the 

3d  Souadran.  The  turbine  was  utilizea  lor  smoke  tracing  at  tho  above  opening. 

Eight  additional  tunnel  openings  were  identified  by  smoke  em-ssions  from  XT  740- 
218  -  XT  740221  -  ST  738222  -  XT  737221.  An  Engineer  Platoon  frcm  the  173d  En¬ 
gineer  Company  collapsed  all  openings  with  demolition  charges  and  detonated  CS-1 
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into  the  shafts  connecting  the  entrances.  A  Recon  Patrol  of  E/l?th  Cavjlry  again 
sootted  from  the  air,  smoke  emission,  however,  no  VC  were  observed  to  exit  during 
smoke  ooerations.  The  crew  and  turbine  remained  with  Company  M  overnight. 

(5)  18  January  1967:  The  turbine  was  moved  by  vehicle  from  3/Hth 
ACR  to  2/llth  ACR  and  conducted  smoke  tracing  operations  from  1400  hours  to  1445 
hours.  They  continued  to  pump  fresh  air  from  1530  to  1700  hours  for  an  engineer 
tunnel  search  party  from  the  173d  Engineer  Company,  At  1800  hours,  the  turbine 
and  crew  were  displaced  by  UH-1  sling  load  to  U/50}d  Infantry's  CP  area  and  were 
mounted  on  an  APC  of  D/l6th  Armor  (0PC0N  4/503d  Inf)  in  preparation  for  support 
of  Company  A/4/503d  Infantry,  Elements  of  Company  A  while  on  security  saw  a 
movement  and  located  a  trap  door  covering  a  tunnel  opening  at  the  vicinity  of 

XT  728265.  Members  of  the  3d  Platoon  entered  the  tunnel  and  encountered  VC  a 
short  distance  from  tne  tunnel  opening,  PFC  Pondergist,  SGT  Spender,  SP4 
Sprague  and  PFC  Walden  were  repeatedly  opposed  by  VC  for  the  remainder  of  the 
afternoon  and  although  they  engaged  the  VC  with  M-79's,  ,38  and  .45  caliber  pi¬ 
stols,  the  VC  continued  to  contest  the  tunnel.  In  the  late  afternoon,  burning 
type  CS  grenades  were  thrown  into  the  shaft  of  the  tunnel  to  flush  the  VC, 

The  4/503d  Infantry  troopers  continued  to  hear  ’  C  activity  and  could  hear  sounds 
believed  to  have  been  respiration  of  individuals  wearing  VC  expedient  "gas  masks". 

(6)  19  January  196"* •  Oi  the  morning  of  19  January,  the  turbine  was 
moved  to  the  tunnel  entrance  by  APC  and  conducted  smoke  flushing  operations  from 
1050  hours  to  1145  hours.  At  1130  hours,  7  VC  (3  males,  4  females)  exited  a 
tunnel  opening  at  vicinity  XT  721259  in  Bravo  Company,  2/503d  Infantry's  AO  and 
were  imnediately  aoprehended.  All  7  VC  were  suffering  effects  of  smoke  inhala¬ 
tion  and  exoerienced  difficulty  in  breathing.  Two  of  the  females  subsequently 
expired  from  unknown  causes.  The  turbine  continued  operation  from  1145  to  1245 
hours  flushing  the  smoke  with  fresh  air.  At  1300  hours,  a  tunnel  search  team  of 
A/4/503d  Infantry  entered  the  opening.  Smoke  was  not  encountered,  however,  a 
concentration  of  CS  gas  (from  the  previous  day's  attempt  to  flush  out  VC)  effused 
from  the  walls  of  the  tunnel  whenever  the  turbine  was  shut  down.  The  concentra¬ 
tion  was  sufficient  to  require  search  personnel  to  remain  masked.  From  1300  hours 
to  1530  hours,  the  search  team  negotiated  the  tunnel,  identified  5  separate  shafts, 
capturing  3  individual  weapons,  and  exited  the  tunnel  in  the  B/2/503d  Infantry's 
area.  They  were  informed  by  members  of  that  unit  of  the  capture  of  7  VC.  At  no 
time  was  VC  opposition  encountered.  In  addition,  several  tunnel  entrances  were 
identified  by  spotting  smoke  300  meters  north  of  the  original  entrance, 

(7)  20  January  1967:  The  turbine  remained  in  the  4/5Q3d  Infantry 
area.  An  element  of  Company  B  escorted  the  equipment  to  the  location  of  the 
previous  day's  operation  and  smoke  operations  were  again  resumed,  HC  smoke  was 
continuously  pumped  into  the  tunnel  frcm  1130  -  1430  hours,  expending  a  total 
of  12  30-lb  smoke  pots  with  the  turbine  running  at  maximum  capacity.  Smoke  was 
observed  at  locations  much  more  distand  and  in  greater  volume  than  the  previous 
day,  largely  as  a  result  of  greatly  extended  operating  time.  This  is  attributed 
to  the  I'a't  that  an  extensive  network  will  require  a  long  period  of  sustained  ope¬ 
ration  1  displace  a  sufficient  volume  of  air  to  fill  the  network  and  build  pres¬ 
sure  sufficient  to  force  the  smoke  out  exits  in  volume  sufficient  to  be  observed 
frcm  the  air.  DurLog  the  two  days  of  operation,  a  total  of  15  VC  harboring  in¬ 
side  the  tunnel  were  captured  while  exiting  or  aoorehended.  by  search  parties  under¬ 
ground,  all  being  taken  by  Company  B/2/503d  Infantry,  Most  VCC  were  attributed  to 
smoke  flushing  operations  in  the  4/5033  Infantry  area  and  all  at  least  partially 
so. 
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(8)  20  Jrnjary  -  22  January  1967:  The  PUFFALO  TURBINE  and  crew  re¬ 

mained  with  4/5Q3d  Infantry  and  was  utilized  to  provide  fresh  air  for  search  par¬ 
ties  from  Company  B,  On  22  January,  the  equipment  was  helilifted  back  to  the 
Brigade  CP  at  Position  RED.  See  TAB  F  for  drawings  of  VC  tunnel  complexes. 

18.  Results  of  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS: 
a.  Friendly  Losses 

Casualties  sustained  by  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  and  OPCON  Units, 
11th  ACR  (-),  l/4th  Cav  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division: 

173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  Casualties: 


1st 

Eh 

2d 

&» 

4th 

fti 

3/3 19th 
Arty 

E/17th 

Cav 

D/I6th 

Armor 

173d 

Engr 

39th  Inf 
SD 

HHC 

(-) 

335th  TOTAL 
AML 

KIA 

3 

3 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

14 

WIA* 

27 

23 

48 

1 

8 

7 

1 

1 

2 

0 

118 

MIA 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NED1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

NBI2 

1 

0 

2 

4 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

1 

12 

“Vo  (2)  WIA  accounted  for  above  died  later  in  the  hospital  as  a  result  of  wounds 
received  in  action.  These  men  were,  SP4  Collins  of  E/l7th  Cavalry  and  SP4  Lonnie 
Flqyd  of  C/4/503d  Infantry. 

1NBD  *  Non-Battle  Dead 

2NBI  -  Non-Battle  Injured 

Of  the  118  WIA  received  by  the  Brigade  during  the  Operation,  21  were  returned  to 
duty,  103  had  minor  injuries  and  6  had  serious  injuries. 

Equipment  Lost  and/or  Damaged  -  None 

11th  Armored  Cavalry  Regiment  (-)  Casualties: 


KIA . 8 

WIA . 57 

MIA . 0 


Non— Battle  Dead  ..................0 

Non-Bettle  Injured  .........  ......0 

Equipment  Damaged  -  11th  ACR  (-) 

A  PCs . . .  8 
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Tanks . 4 

Wheeled  Vehicles  „  .  .  ..........  4 

Equipment  Destroyed  -  11th  ACR  (-) 

APC's . 2 

Tank . 1 

l/4th  Cavalry  (-)  Casualties : 

KIA  . 2 

WIA  . 35 

MIA  .  0 

Non-Battle  Dead . 0 

.Jon-Battle  Injured  ................  0 

Equipment  Destroyed  -  l/4th  Cavalry  (-) 

Tank  Recovery  Vehicle  ...............  1 

Tanks  .  ..................  1 


APC's  ...» .  3 

M42  ..........  .  ...  1 

.  Enemy  Losses:  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS  -  TF  DEANE 

Personnel  Losses  Inflicted  by  Elements  of  the  173d  Abn  Bde  (Sep) 
KIA  (BC) .  .......  185 


KIA  (poss)  . . 10 

Detainees  146 

Ralliers  ......  .  .....  72 

VCC . 65 


Personnel  Losses  Inflicted  by  Elements  of  11th  ACR  (•  ) 

KIA  (BC) . . . 26 

KIA  (poss)  A.J, 

Detainees  ....................  74 


VCC  .  ,  . .  8 

Ralliers  ......  .  12 
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Personnel  Loatee  Inflicted  by  Elements  of  Uk  Cavalry 


KIA . 37 

VCC  . . 65 

Detainees  . . 26 

Ralliers  ..........  .  ..  38 

Weapon.*  Captured  by  Elements  of  the  173d  Atn  Bde  (Sep) 

6Ckmn  Mortars  . . 2 

3.5"  Rocket  Launcher  ...............  2 

B-40  Rocket  Launcher  ...............  1 

M-60  Machineguns  .......  .  ..  2 

Browning  Automatic  Rifles  .............  8 

French  Machineguns  .......  .  .  2 

Thompson  SMG  . . 7 

.45  Caliber  SMG's  .  5 

Russian  AW  .............  .  .  1 

Russian  Carbines . 17 

Russian  Rifles  ....  .  .....  3 

SKS  Rifle .  1 

Chicom  SMG  ....................  1 

Chicom  Bolt  Action  Rifles  .............  65 

Chiccm  Rifles  ...................  6 

Chicom  Carbines  14 

Mossin  Nagart  Rifles  ..........  .  4 

AK-47  Rifles  .  3 

US  M-l  . . 7 

US  M-l  Carbines  ..................  18 

US  M-2  Grease  Gun  .................  1 

US  M-3  SMG  . . 1 

US  Springfield  Rifles  . . 1 
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1917  Eddystone  Rifle  .......  .  1 

US  .45  Caliber  Pistols  ..  .  .....  6 

Corvan  Mauser  Rifles  ................  2 

French  Mas  Rifles  .................  3 

British  Infield  Rifles  ..........  .  1 

Bolt  Action  Rifles  .........  .  ...12 

Carbines  (unk  type)  ........  .  ...  2 

Rifles  (unk  type)  .......  .  2 

Shotguns  ......................  3 

.38  Caliber  Pistols  ........  .  ...  2 

P38  Pistol  ,  . . 1 

Browning  Automatic  Pistol  .......  .  1 

Homemade  Pistols  .......  .  .....  3 

Homemade  cal  .45  Pistol  ..............  1 

Pistols  (Unk  Tyoe) . 4 

Weapons  Parts: 

Rifle  Barrels  .......  .  ......  2 

Rifle  Stock  ....................  1 

Mortar  Aiming  Stakes  .......  .  ...  4 

Magazines  ........  .  ......  5 

Grenade  Launchers  .................24 

M-60  Barrels  .........  .  ......  2 

AA  Gun  Mount  .  .............  1 

6Ctam  Bipod  &  Base  Plate  .  .......  1 

Sub-Mach inegun  Magazines  ..............  2 

.30  Caliber  MG  Barrel . 1 

Bayonet  ...........  .  .  1 
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Ammunition: 

175™  Rounds  . . . . .  2 

155nm  Rounds  ..........  .  2 

105  am  Rounds  . . 38 

81mm  Rounds  ...............  .  8 

bCtam  Rounds  . . . . 50 

4Ctam  Rounds . 1 

Illuminating  Mortar  Rounds  . . 1 

3.5"  Rocket  Launcher  Rounds  .  .......  1 

B-40  Rounds  . . 1 

RP6-2  Rounds  . . 2 

57mm  Rounds  . . 3 

2Ctam  Round  . 1 

ICtam  Round  . . 1 

M-79  Rounds  .  . . 9 

7.92  Rounds  . . 1300 

7-62  Rounds . 114 

5.56mm  Rounds  ..................  50C 

Crimped  Cartridges  ................  385 

Assorted  3A  Hounds  ..........  ......  5030 

.50  cal  Rounds  . . 100 

.45  cal  Rounds  . . 700 

.30  cal  Rounds  . . 6030 

Grenades  . . 282 

Chicom  Grenades  ......  .  .....  264 

Homemade  Grenades  ..  .  ........  127 

M-26  Grenades  ..................  6 

Rifle  Grenades  ..................  18 
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WP  Grenades  .........  .  2 

Grenade  Casings . . . 300 

Grenade  Fusss  . . .  240 

Mines: 

Pressure  Type  Mines  . . .  .  2 

Plastic  AP  Mines  . . .  21 

AP  Mines  . . 68 

AT  Mines . 45 

DH-10  Claymore  Mines  . .  1 

Other  Claymore  Mines  .  .........  10 

VC  Claymore  Mines  .  ..............  4 

Homemade  Mines  ...........  .  .  1 

Mines  (Unk  Type)  . .  5 

Demolitions : 

500  pound  Bombs  . . 3 

250  pound  Bombs  ................  9 

USAF  Rockets .  2 

CBC  Bombs  . . 76 

Plastic  Bombs  . . 1 

Shaped  Charge  ........  .  1 

Blasting  Caps  ..................  4 2 

C4  ...................  27.5  pounds 

Detonating  Cord  . .  24  feet 

TNT  ...........  .  7  pounds 

Carbide  ............  .  55  gallons 

Chiccm  Explosives  ............  300  pounds 

Detonator  ,,,,,  1 

Transportation: 
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Boats . 6 

Canoe  . . 1 

Motor  Bikes . 2 

Bicycles  ...........  .  .  ...  u8 

Sampans . .78 


Installations : 


Foxholes  .........  .  217 

Tunnels  ...........  .  193 

Bunkers  .......  .  313 

Huts  . . 147 

Base  Camps  .  ..........  17 

Bombshelters  . .  13 


Punji  Pits  ..................  90 

Food: 

Rice  . . .  1,307.5  tons 

Salt  .  3.8  tons 

Documents  . . .  20,000  estimated 


Misce llaneous:  200  pieces  of  galvanized  metal,  25  gauze  bandages, 

12  bottles  of  serum,  10  hypodermic  needles,  assorted  medical  supplies,  medical 
kit,  1  lighter,  1  carbon  lamp,  2  gold  rings,  1  fuse,  3  typewriters,  10  pounds  of 
typing  paper,  1  French  map,  assorted  clothing,  55  gallons  of  heavy  oil,  85  gallons 
of  gasoline,  5  gallons  of  tar,  2  trip  flares,  32  washpans,  144  eight  inch  bolts, 

2  cameras,  13  rucksacks.  12  pistol  belts,  20  pair  VN  jungle  boots,  1  oil  skin  map, 

2  mosquito  nets,  1  diary,  1  drafting  set,  1  sewing  machine,  1  300-gallon  fuel  tank, 
6  rolls  of  barbed  wire,  1  lantern,  1  US  bunkbed,  759  -  4.5  volt  batteries,  1  flare 
pistol,  20  flashlights,  1  reloading  press,  100  pneumatic  pillows,  1  bottle  of 
kerosine,  950  pounds  of  nitrogen  fertilizer,  8,050  feet  electrical  wire,  7  outboard 
motors,  1  ammo  pouch,  300  pounds  of  cement,  1  entrenching  tool,  4  pack  harnesses. 

19.  Commander' 3  Analysis  and  Lessons  Learned: 
a.  Cannander1 s  Analysis 

Operation  NIAGARA  FALLS: 

Although  no  major  contact  was  made  with  enemy  elements,  it  was  belie¬ 
ved  that  the  Viet  Cong  are  using  trails  throughout  the  A0  ana  the  waterways  to  in¬ 
filtrate  small  numbers  of  personnel  and  to  transport  food.  Friendly  operations  in 
the  A0  have  also  assisted  in  reducing  the  effectiveness  of  the  Local  VC  infra¬ 
structure  and  disclosed  areas  of  operations  which  can  be  denied  the  enemy  by  a 


49 


CONFIDENTIAL 


i 


CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBE-SC  25  February  1967 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 

program  of  patrols  and  artillery  harassing  and  interdiction.  It  is  recommended 
that  throughout  the  AO  from  time  to  time,  forces  be  introduced  to  harass  the  VC 
and  to  preclude  movement  of  troops  and  supplies  through  the  area. 

Operation  CEDAR  FALLS : 

Judged  bv  all  standards,  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALIE  was  a  major 
success.  The  mission  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  and  OPCON  units 
was  search  and  destroy.  This  was  exactly  what  was  done  with  a  degree  of  thorough¬ 
ness  heretofore  not  achieved.  The  keys  to  this  accomplishment  were  the  saturation 
of  the  IRON  TRIANOIE  which  US  and  Vietnamese  Forces  executed  effectively  owing  to 
large  amount  of  time  made  available  to  these  combat  units.  The  presence  of  highly 
specialized  support  troops  and  equipment  provided  assistance  essential  to  the  com¬ 
bat  battalions  in  accomplishing  their  mission.  This  technical  assistance  included 
the  emoloyment  of  bulldozers  (many  of  them  with  Rome  plows),  CS  turbines,  demo¬ 
lition  teams,  tunnel  exploration  teams,  mechanized  flame  throwers,  tank- dozers  and 
acetylene. 


Coupled  with  the  river  patrols,  the  Aero  Cavalry,  the  anti-aircraft 
artillery,  the  blocking  forces,  .and  the  air  and  artillery  strikes,  the  Infantry 
and  Armor  on  the  ground  applied  tremendous  pressure  on  VC  hiding  in  the  IRON  TRI¬ 
ANGLE  Area,  The  185  VC  who  fell  during  the  days  uf  Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS 
give  mute  testimony  to  the  effectiveness  of  this  pressure.  The  shock  of  relent¬ 
less  attack  and  continuing  military  defeat  resulted  in  tne  rapid  deterioration  of 
VC  morale.  Psychological  Operations  were  employed  to  exploit  every  tactical  and 
psychological  advantage  with  a  highly  effective  program  of  speaker  missions,  leaf¬ 
let  drops,  and  the  delivery  of  personal  messages  ureing  surrender.  Both  hard  core 
and  Local  Force  VC  were  persuaded  to  come  out  of  hiding  and  either  surrender  to 
US  Forces  or  rally  to  the  Government  of  Viet  Nam,  Seventy-two  (72)  POW's  and 
sixty-five  (65)  Chieu  He.'.  Ralliers  taken  is  as  significant  an  achievement  as  the 
VC  body  count,  A  growing  trend  of  dissatisfaction  with  VC  practices  and  VC  life 
in  general  was  evident  in  the  statements  of  the  Ralliers.  A  wealth  of  pertinent 
intelligence  information  was  derived  from  the  interrogation  of  these  VC  and  much 
of  it  was  exploited  by  units  on  the  ground. 

The  IRON  TRIANGLE  had  provided  the  VC  with  more  than  a  military  base 
area  where  he  could  hide,  train,  sto-e  supplies  and  equipment  and  stage  attacks  on 
Allied  Forces  and  installations.  The  area  was  also  a  v C  political  entity,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  any  government  of  Vietnam,  where  the  eneny  nad  complete  control  of  the 
lives  of  the  civilian  populace.  The  VC  grip  on  this  area  had  to  be  broken  before 
any  further  military  operation  in  the  area  could  be  considered  successful. 

To  this  end,  an  ambitious  program  of  evacuating  all  of  the  Vietnamese 
people,  their  livestock  and  possessions  from  the  area  was  undertaken  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Search  and  Destroy  operations.  In  coordination  with  the  1st  Infantry 
Division,  2,740  refugees  were  moved  with  all  they  owned  by  river  assault  group 
boats,  helicopters  and  by  road  march  to  a  Refugee  Village  at  PHU  CONG  which  the 
173d  Engineer  Company  in  coordination  with  the  Brigade  S5  helped  to  construct. 

The  refugees  were  screened  by  the  172d  Military  Intelligence  Detachment  to  insure 
that  no  VC  had  infiltrated  among  the  civilians. 

The  Viet  Cong  contributed  to  this  program  by  providing  1,302  ton3  of 
cartured  rice.  When  the  rice  was  uncovered  by  the  uombat  units  :n  the  fieid,  it 
was  evacuated  (polished  rice  only)  for  the  use  of  the  refugees.  Unpolished  (Padciv) 
rice,  however,  was  destroyed  in  place  to  prevent  its  use  by  the  VC,  This  was  a  t.me 
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consuming  process  but  through  the  use  of  APC's  and  helicopters,  the  refugees 
were  supplied  with  large  quantities  of  the  grain.  It  is  ironic  that  the  rice 
was  probably  grown  by  one  refugees  In  the  first  place. 

The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  Inflicted  a  serious  defeat  on 
the  Viet  Cong  in  the  IRON  TRIANGIE.  Their  hold  on  this  political  and  economic  base 
has  been  greatly  weakened  if  not  broken.  They  have  lost  any  semblance  of  security 
that  this  former  sanctuary  may  have  once  offered,  Over  300  VC  will  never  fight 
again.  However,  the  VC  are  still  in  the  area,  and  the  defeat  remains  les3  than  to¬ 
tal. 


The  stage  has  been  set  for  the  future,  VC  "sanctuaries"  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  the  target  of  ever  increasing  detailed  seal,  search  and  destroy  ope¬ 
rations  in  the  CEDAR  FALLS  mold,  Tlius,  the  concept  of  operations  as  employed  is 
perhaps  the  most  significant  feature  in  terms  of  the  overall  security  of  VIET  NAM, 
The  continued  use  of  this  typo  operation  will  reduce  the  power  of  the  Viet  Cong  to 
the  point  where  the  government  of  this  country  can  again  assume  the  responsibility 
for  its  own  security, 

b.  Lessons  Learned 

Item;  LZ  Assaults 

Discussion;  During  the  massive  heliborne  troop  movements  of  9  Janu¬ 
ary  involving  two  (2)  Battalions  of  the  503d  Infantry  (173d  Abn  Bae  (Sep)),  and 
major  elements  of  the  1st  Infantry'  Division,  problems  were  caused  by  LZ's  being 
in  too  close  nroximity.  Pilots  became  disoriented  in  addition  to  the  artillery 
preparation  mission  sane  LZ's  and  landing  on  other  LZ's  already  occupied  by  US 
Forces,  The  assault  echelons  came  in  so  fast  that  the  first  troop  on  the  ground 
could  not  maneuver  before  the  next  elements  were  on  top  of  them. 

Observation:  During  massive  assaults,  LZ's  should  be  no  closer  than 
500  meters  apart.  All  preparation  should  finish  prior  to  any  landing  on  LZ's, 
to  insure  the  safety  of  the  Infantry  elements  and  aircraft  employed  in  the  assault. 

Item;  Coordination  of  Units 

Discussion;  During  all  operat  ons,  coordination  between  units  is  man¬ 
datory.  This  should  be  accomplished  at  a  pre designated,  easily  recognizeable  point. 
Smoke  grenades,  flare  and  aerial  directions  can  aid  in  the  location  of  the  coordi¬ 
nation  point.  Fire  must  be  controlled  as  well  as  the  movement  of  troops  near  the 
AO  boundaries  separating  units.  Rapid  link  up  of  units  after  a  heliborne  assault 
is  essential  and  should  be  made  prior  to  moving  out  to  a  final  position.  When 
moving  into  a  blocking  position,  gaps  should  be  covered,  especially  near  coordi¬ 
nation  points.  This  may  preclude  the  use  of  unit  perimeters  and  a  "Combat  (Xitpost, 
Line"  system  can  be  employed  with  proper  coordination  for  flank  and  rear  security. 
The  distance  covered  will  be  less  than  "Book"  frontages  because  of  terrain  limi¬ 
tations  and  the  lack  of  barriers. 

Item:  Unit  Boundary  Coordination 

Discussion:  In  order  to  completely  cover  the  territory  involved  in 
this  operation,  all  units  were  given  smaller  than  usual  AO's.  Units  were  at  first 
unable  to  maneuver  or  patrol  accustuned  sized  AO's  and  would  run  into  adjacent 
unit's  areas,,  There  also  arose  the  problem  of  "hot  pursuit"  when  VC  were  disco¬ 
vered  in  the  Brigade  AO  and  attempted  to  escape  into  the  25th  Division  AO  along  the 
SAIGON  RIVER. 
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uoaeivation:  To  properly  sweep  an  AO  clean,  it  must  be  a  small 
area.  Unita  must  intensively  patrol  their  own  area  instead  of  sending  patrols  on 
long  range  but  leas  intensive  clearing  missions.  Units  must  also  take  the  time 
to  closely  coordinate  fire  and  maneuver  plans  to  preclude  accidental  engagements 
with  friendly  troops. 

Item:  Battalion  CP  Locations 

Discussion:  The  AO  of  each  Battalion  on  this  operation  was  small 
enough  so  that  companies  could  be  effectively  controlled  from  a  stationary  CP„ 

The  Battalion  CP  could  be  co-located  wLth  another  unit  thereby  freeing  all  its 
combat  elements  of  security  requirements  thus  increasing  the  actual  strength  of 
the  unit. 


Observation :  Battalion  Command  Posts  should  be  located  where  they 
will  have  organic  security  as  long  as  control  is  maintained. 

Item:  Route  Reconnaissance 

Discussion*  A  route  reconnaissance  should  be  conducted  by  Military 
Police  and  Engineers  at  least  3-5  days  in  advance  of  the  Brigade  Road  march,  and 
again  1  day  prior,  if  possible.  When  routes  were  properly  reconr.ed,  no  last  minute 
route  changes  developed,  whereas,  when  a  route  reconnaissance  wasn't  made,  time  and 
again  routes  were  found  to  be  inadequate  for  certain  vehicles  and  had  to  be  changed 
at  the  last  minute. 

Observation:  A  route  reconnaissance  conducted  in  advance  of  deploy¬ 
ment  tends  to  cut  down  on  delays  which  are  often  encounterd  along  Highways.  It 
also  aids  in  insuring  the  safety  of  vehicles,  equipment  and  personnel  who  are 
often  subjected  to  sabotage  while  enroute. 

Item:  Attached  Units 

Discussion:  When  having  units  attached,  it  is  necessary  to  have 
the  particular  unit  attached  at  least  2-3  days  in  advance  of  the  particular  ope¬ 
ration.  This  allows  ample  time  for  the  unit  being  att '.cited  to  familiarise  them¬ 
selves  with  another  unit's  method  of  operation,  SOI'f  and  particularities  that 
they  may  not  be  familiar  with  in  their  own  unit.  This  period  of  time,  when  pro¬ 
perly  used,  is  well  worth  it  and  both  units  function  better  together. 

Observation:  Ideally,  attached  units  should  be  attached  in  sufficient 
time  to  enable  them  to  go  on  route  reconnaissance  with  the  unit  to  which  they  will 
be  attached.  This  gives  them  a  better  picture  of  what  they  have  in  store  and  ideas 
of  their  own  may  be  incorporated  so  that  both  units  will  be  able  to  cope  with  any 
problems  that  may  arise. 

Item:  First  Aid 

Discussion:  Fjcisting  IXjstoff  procedures  provide  timely  medical  eva¬ 
cuation  allowing  combat  casualties  to  receive  hospitalization  with  minimum  delay 
Once  patients  were  evacuated,  their  treatment  and  care  was  excellent.  In  many 
instance.*,  the  init  aJ  treatment  of  casualties  is  performed  by  Infantrymen  who, 
on  more  ocean. on*  than  one,  saved  the  lives  of  their  wounded  comrades,  During 
Operation  CEDAR  FALLL,  platoon  medics  again  became  swamped  with  casualties  for 
a  short  period  of  time.  Also,  Medics  were  themselves  wounded  or  killed.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  sn  ad  sized  elements  often  operated  alone  without  medics  on  their  patrols. 


52 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBE-SC  25  February  1967 

SUBJECT;  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/CEDAR  FALLS) 


Observation:  Training  in  First  Aid  provided  to  all  individuals 
proved  valuable  on  at  least  one  occasion  when  medical  aid  had  to  administered 
to  combat  casualties  without  help  of  a  medical  corpsman. 

Item:  VC  Boobytraps 

Discussion:  VC  Boobytraps  in  the  AO  were  designed  to  impede  friendly 
attacks  into  enemy  bases.  They  were  of  the  "no-delay"  explosive  type  placed  on 
the  perifery  of  the  lases  so  as  to  give  early  warning  as  well  as  inflict  casualties. 
Tne  VC  did  not  appear  as  concerned  over  boobytrapping  foot  avenues  of  approach  as 
they  did  in  unDeding  vehicular  traffic.  These  approaches  were  trapped  with  com¬ 
mand  detonated  mines  and  boobytraoped  artillery  shells.  The  enemy  also  boobytrap- 
ped  areas  which  they  did  not  use  with  CBU's  and  grenades.  Some  of  these  areas 
were  marked  with  a  skull  and  crossbone  warning  sign. 

Observation:  Personnel  are  warned  to  be  always  on  the  alert  for 
VC  boobytraps  and  claymore  mines  when  travelling  on  or  off  main  routes.  These 
demolitions  accounted  for  the  major  portion  of  friendly  casualties.  When  moving 
into  an  area  of  susoected  mining  and  boobytraps,  maximum  use  should  be  made  of 
TAC  Air,  Artillery  and  recon  by  fire.  Also,  when  possible,  the  reads  and  trails 
should  be  avoided,  and  new  trails  cut.  Culverts  ana  tunnels  beneath  a  roadway 
are  prune  locations  for  large  AT  mines,  and  in  this  respect,  a  bunker  or  foxhole 
next  to  a  roadway  should  be  investigated  as  an  access  to  a  mined  tunnel  beneath 
the  road.  On  one  occasion,  a  sheet  of  tin  foil  was  found  buried  at  a  deoth  of 
several  inches,  probably  to  confuse  the  mine  sweeping  team.  At  a  greater  depth 
in  the  same  location,  an  AT  mine  was  found. 

Item:  Interrogation  Methods 

Discussion:  NGUYEN  VAN  THIET  was  captured  by  the  2/503d  Infantry  on 
j.9  January  1967  at  XT  732259.  Interrogation  was  initially  aimed  at  gaining  his 
confidence  and  realigning  his  allegiance  to  the  GVN.  He  was  persuaded  that  he 
must  hem  to  win  his  country  away  from  communist  domination.  He  was  led  to  re¬ 
veal  information  by  initially  questioning  concerning  the  activities  of  other 
PCW  s  and  then  information  concerning  Viet  Cong  Units.  Once  he  started  to  talk, 
questions  of  tactical  significance  were  answered  along  with  information  regp;- 
ding  hi3  life  and  backround  until  he  had  completely  revealed  his  association  •>nd 
activity  with  the  VC.  His  information  concsming  rice  caches  was  provsn  to  be 
i<XSt  reliable.  He  stated  that  the  VC  were  afraid  to  surrender  because  of  re- 
nrisals  by  the  VC  and  because  they  were  told  that  the  allies  would  not  accept  any 
sur-ender  of  VC,  He  also  gave  information  concerning  the  OB  of  the  PHU  LOI  Bat¬ 
talion  and  activities  of  the  C-6l  Company. 

Observation:  The  questioning  of  VCC  and  Chieu  Hoi  Ralliers  is  per- 
hacs  the  most  effective  means  of  acquiring  information  directly  relating  to  enemy 
activity.  The  willingness  of  captives  to  reveal  this  information  can  be  obtained 
nly  when  they  are  confident  of  the  good  intentions  of  Allied  Forces, 

Item:  VC  Population  Control 

Discussion:  Prior  to  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS  the  VC  had  complete  con¬ 
i'  ^  over  the  peonie  of  the  IRON  TRIANGIE  Area,  Friendly  forces  encountered  people 
whe  were  comcletely  indifferent  towards  the  Republic  of  VIET  NAM  and  they  supported 
ire  VC  as  directed. 
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Observation:  Once  the  VC  were  forced  to  llee  the  area,  the  popu¬ 
lation  vas  left  unguarded  and  was  relocated  by  friendly  agencies.  However,  the 
people  are  still  under  the  influence  of  the  VC  Infrastructure, 

Item:  VC  Tunnel  Clearing  Operations  -  Destruction  and  Exploration 

Discussion:  The  CEDAR  FALLS  experience  illustrates  that  patience  is 
a  primary  weaoon  against  VC  hiding  in  tunnels,  It  is  necessary  to  remain  in  a 
heavily  fortified  VC  Area  for  an  extended  period  of  time  to  force  the  enemy  to 
come  out  of  their  tunnels  as  their  food  is  depleted  and  morale  deteriorates.  To 
cover  these  areas,  a  scries  of  mechanized  patrols  should  be  used  to  apprehend  the 
enemy  when  it  becomes  necessary  for  him  to  go  in  search  of  food  etc,. 

Observation"  Operations  in  VC  tunnel  areas  should  be  prolonged  over 
a  period  of  2  to  4  weeks  to  increase  the  likelihood  of  surrender  of  a  hungry  de¬ 
moralized  enemy. 

Discussion;  There  were  several  instances  during  Operation  CEDAR 
FALLS  when  Engineer  Company  elements  were  sent  to  destroy  tunnels  that  had  been 
explored  by  the  Infantry,  The  infantry  in  most  cases  kept  no  record  or  map  of 
ti.e  tunnels  they  had  explored.  Before  the  Engineers  could  destroy  the  tunnel, 
the  complex  had  to  be  re-explored.  Much  valuable  time  was  lost  due  to  this  re¬ 
exploration. 


Observation:  When  extensive  tunnel  systems  are  found.  Engineer 
"Tunnel  Rat"  teams  should  be  called  to  explore,  map  and  destroy  the  system. 

Discussion:  One  unit  was  in  the  process  of  destroying  a  tunnel  they 
had  explored  when  a  serious  incident  occurred.  Immiediately  after  a  charge  was 
set  off,  a  man  was  sent  back  into  the  tunnel  to  check  out  the  damage.  He  was 
immediately  overcome  by  toxic  fumes  from  the  explosive  and  a  rescue  team  had  to 
be  sent,  after  him.  Tier*  was  a  demolition  expert  in  the  area  that  could  have  pre¬ 
vented  this  had  he  not  been  sent  on  another  mission. 

Observation:  No  one  should  be  allowed  to  handle  explosives  except 
trained  demolition  men  and  they  should  determine  when  the  tunnel  is  safe  lor 
exploration. 


Discussion:  On  several  occasions,  tunnel  exploration  was  carried  on 
by  units  in  the  Brigade  without  the  use  of  any  type  of  communication.  To  state  an 
example ,  two  individuals  were  found  coming  out  of  a  tunnel  by  an  element  of  the 
Engineer  Company.  After  questioning  them,  it  was  discovered  that  they  did  not 
know  where  they  were  or  where  their  unit  was  located.  There  were  other  cases  where 
two  exploration  teams  were  in  a  tunnel  at  the  same  time  with  neither  team  knowing 
of  the  others  presence.  Luckily,  there  was  no  one  shot  by  mistake  in  the  tunnels. 

Observation:  It  is  recommended  that  no  one  be  allowed  to  enter  a 
tunnel  more  than  50  meters  without  proper  ccmmo,  tunnel  exploration  equipment  and 
knowledge  of  tunnel  exploration  techniques. 

Item:  Disrupting  Enemy  Use  of  Base  Areas 

Discussion:  Brigade  Operations  in  the  CAU  DIN1I  JUNGJE  and  the  IRON 
TRIAMGIE  disclosed  that  friendly  activities  in  onemy  base  areas  can  be  efficient 
in  disrupting  the  VC  plan  of  action,  'This  was  accomplished  by  intermittent  inter¬ 
diction  by  artillery  fire  and  air  strikes.  The  use  of  LRRP's  can  measure  the 


C  > 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVBF— SC  25  February  1967 

SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (Operation  NIAGARA/ CEDAR.  FALLS) 


effectiveness  of  these  lires,  direct  fire  and  air  strikes,  and  make  US  presence 
felt  without  necessitating  the  introduction  of  a  large  force. 

Observation:  LRRP's  should  be  introduced  periodically  into  recently 
"cleared"  areas  to  survey  the  effectiveness  of  H  &  I  fires  and  to  report  on  VC 
activities  resulting  fran  previous  US  presence , 

Item:  Coordination  of  Ground  Troops  and  Bulldozers 

Discussions  On  occasion,  bulldozers,  which  can  cut  through  jungle 
much  faster  than  Infantry  elements,  found  themselves  300  meters  to  the  front  of 
the  troops  assigned  to  clear  and  secure  their  work  area. 

Observations  Either  the  bulldozers  need  to  wait  for  their  Infantry 
security,  or  the  Infantry  should  be  mounted  on  APC's  to  keep  up  with  the  Bull- 
dozars. 


Items  Night  Vision  Devices 

Discussion:  Starlight  Scopes  and  Infra-Red  equipment  organic  to  the 
Armor  Company's  APC's  proved  to  be  extremely  effective  on  perimeter  defense  during 
hours  of  darkness.  Infra-red  equipment,  however,  was  limited  by  the  need  to  "crank" 
APC's  to  charge  the  batteries  essential  to  the  night  vision  device. 

Item:  Additional  Training  for  Scout  Dogs 

Discussion:  Recent  Operations  have  indicated  certain  weaknesses  in 
the  training  of  Scout  Dogs  which  must  be  overcome  to  increase  effectiveness. 

Observation:  The  following  are  several  weaknesses  that  should  be 

overcome : 


a.  Dogs  must  be  trained  to  worn  in  spit*-:  of  the  noises  of  ar¬ 
tillery  and  airstrikes, 

b.  Dogs  have  to  be  able  tc.  work  behind  a  point  man  wnen  terrain 
is  such  that  the  SD  team  cannot  maneuver  at  the  point, 

c.  Dogs  must  be  trained  to  further  reduce  the  noises  they  occa¬ 
sionally  make,  Noisey  dogs  hamper  operations, 

d.  Dogs  and  handlers  mu3t  be  prepared  to  be  able  to  work  on  ex¬ 
tended  operations  with  resupply  of  dog  rations  and  equipnent  for  short  periods, 

e.  Handlers  must  have  complete  control  of  their  animals. 

Item:  Dustoff  Support 

Discussion:  During  Operation  CEDAR  FALL5  the  Brigade  experienced  occa¬ 
sional  delays  by  not  having  a  Dustoff  helicopter  attached  tr>  the  Brigade  on  a  standby 
basis.  This  also  caused  some  discrepancies  in  requos  0  procedures » 

Observation.  The  Brigade  shodid  have  its  cwn  Dustoff  heiiambulance  du¬ 
ring  the  day  while  on  combat  operations. 
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Item  •  Generator  Maintenance 

Discussion:  General  maintenance  of  generators  suffered  due  to  two 
oversights:  They  were  placed  too  deeply  in  the  ground  causing  improper  ventila¬ 
tion  and  making  access  for  maintenance  difficult.  In  addition,  units  were  not 
prepared  to  perform  1st  and  2d  Echelon  maintenance,  owing  to  a  lack  of  prepara¬ 
tion  while  in  base  camp. 

Observation:  Generator  positions  should  allow  2  feet  of  clearance 
on  all  sides  for  ventilation  and  servicing.  Unit  must  be  prepared  to  maintain 
their  generators  to  prevent  breakdowns. 

Item:  Evacuation  of  Armored  Personnel  Carriers 

Discussion:  APC's,  in  many  instances,  were  disabled  by  VC  mines. 

This  requires  evacuation  for  repair  which  is,  to  say  the  least,  a  time  consuming 
affair.  In  one  case,  the  Armor  Company  was  delayed  21  hours  from  seizing  their 
objective  due  to  the  evacuation  of  disabled  vehicles. 

Observation:  APC's  can  be  rapidly  stripped  of  equipment  and  totally 
destroyed  on  the  spot  if  the  tactical  situation  prohibits  a  lengthy  evacuation 
process.  This  destruction  can  be  executed  with  thermite  grenades,  demolitions  etc. 
Therefore  it  is  adviseable  to  dispose  of  a  vehicle  that  is  already  destroyed, 
rather  than  taking  time  to  evacuate  it. 

Item:  Aero  Cavalry  Concept 

Discussion:  E  Troop,  17th  Cavalry  deployed  its  forces  as  Infantry 
mounted  in  helicopters  (see  Special.  Equipment/Techniques  and  Small  Unit  Actions, 
E/l7th  Cav).  When  a  target  was  exposed,  the  Aero  Rifle  Platoons  landed  and  at¬ 
tacked  the  VC  objective.  Certain  requirements  became  apparent  and  procedures 
were  developed  as  follows: 

Observations: 

1.  Aircraft  must  be  under  the  control  of  the  Cavalry  Troop  Comman¬ 
der  for  the  duration  of  the  operations, 

2.  The  following  aircraft  must  be  allocated  for  effective  opera¬ 
tions: 

Two  (2)  OH-13  Helicopters  (Aero  Scouts) 

Two  (2)  UH-1B  Helicopters  (Light  Fire  Team  Ships) 

Six  (6)  UH-1D  Helicopters  (Aero  Rifle  Platoon  Ships) 

One  (l)  UH-1B  or  OH-13  Helicopter  (Command  and  Control  Ship) 

3,  The  Aero  Rifle  Platoon  must  be  on  constant  Airborne  Alert 

4,  Occasionally  remove  all  aircraft  from  the  AO  to  dupe  the  VC  into 
a  false  sense  of  safety. 

5,  Organize  ground  elements  into  6  man  helicopter  loads, 

6.  G .ound  elements  must  be  equipped  for  fast  movement  and  carry  no 
excess  equipment  such  as  helmets  or  flack  Jackets, 

The  following  is  a  list  of  equipment  proven  to  be  essertial: 
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a.  Ropes  for  canal  and  river  crossing 

b.  Steel  Probe  Rods 

c.  Marking  Panels 

d.  Smoke  Grenades 

8.  Operations  must  continue  into  the  hours  of  darkness  employing 
the  Stay  Behind  Patrols  and  Ambush  Patrols  of  the  Cavalry  Troop. 

9.  Troop  helicopter  landing  should  never  be  accomplished  without 
proper  preparation  of  the  LZ  by  gunships. 

Item:  Aerial  Observers 

Discussion:  Continuous  air  observer  coverage  of  maneuver  elements  re¬ 
quires  the  alternating  use  of  two  aircraft. 

Observation:  This  requirement  may  be  satisfied  by  either  two  01-E 
fixed  wing  aircraft  or  one  01-E  and  one  OH-13,  The  later  combination  is  preferred 
if  the  fixed  wing  aircraft  are  not  able  to  lanl  near  the  fire  support  base.  Com¬ 
plete  and  detailed  briefing  of  observers  prior  to  artillery  proportions  or  major 
changes  in  operational  plans  greatly  facilitati  accomplishment  of  the  mission  and 
reduce  the  possibility  of  errors  incurred  by  ii  complete  undo rst adding  of  the 
mission  by  the  observer. 

Item:  Ooerational  Control/ Artillei y 

Discussion:  Control  of  more  than  five  firing  batteries  exceeds  the 
personnel  and  equipment  resources  of  a  direct  si  pport  artillery  battalion.  If  more 
than  five  batteries  (Organic,  Attached  or  under  OPCON)  are  placed  in  support  of 
the  Brigade  Operations  it  is  also  necessary  that  a  suitable  headquarters  be  provided 
to  control  the  additional  firing  elements. 

Observation:  The  span  of  Operational  Control  which  can  effectively 
be  exercised  by  a  direct  support  artillery  battalion  headquarters  is  limited  to 
five  firing  batteries. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


$b> ,  ^ 


E.  B.  ROBERSON 
CPT,  AGC 
Asst  AG 
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SUBJECT:  Briefing  Given  by  Brigadier  General  S,  L.  A.  Marshall 

From  27  January  to  1  February  1967,  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  was 
honored  by  the  visit  of  Brigadier  General  S,  L,  A.  Marshall  (Retired),  one  of  the 
world's  most  highly  respected  War  Historians,  The  General's  international  repu¬ 
tation  is  the  product  of  over  twenty-five  years  of  work  and  experience  in  compi¬ 
ling,  editing  and  analysing  enourmous  amounts  of  information  directly  relating  to 
the  role  of  the  individual  in  war,  thereby  discovering  the  practical  lessons 
learned  in  addition  to  preserving  an  accurate  account  of  what  actually  took  place 
during  combat.  The  General  has  written  numerous  books  concerning  the  fighting 
that  took  place  in  the  Pacific  and  European  Theaters  during  World  War  II,  and  the 
Korean  Conflict,  The  purpose  of  his  visit  to  EIEN  HOA  was  to  acquire  information 
directly  related  to  the  War  of  the  60' s,  the  War  in  VIETNAM, 

In  conjunction  with  this  task,  General  Marshall  invited  selected  personnel  from 
the  Historical  Detachments  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate),  the  11th  Ar¬ 
mored  Cavalry  Regiment,  the  9th  Infantry  Division  and  the  1st  Aviation  Brigade  to 
witness  his  combat  interviews  at  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade.  As  a  result  of  this, 
these  personnel  gained  valuable,  firs*  hand  knowledge  on  the  procedures  and  tech¬ 
niques  of  conducting  combat  interviews. 

The  interview  commenced  on  the  29th  of  January  at  "E"  Troop,  l?th  United  States 
Cavalry,  The  General  was  primarily  concerned  with  the  small  unit  patroling  con¬ 
ducted  by  the  Cavalry  troopers  during  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS.  Before  the  men  were 
admitted  to  the  interview  site.  General  Marshall  gave  a  briefing  Orientation  to 
the  Historical  personnel  gathered,  an  account  of  which  follow  , 

The  General's  first  remark  was  that  History  is  not  a  dead  science,  especially 
during  times  of  war.  He  related  how  during  the  Second  World  War  in  the  Pacific, 
information  such  as  "Lessons  Learned"  was  sent  forward  immediately  to  the  comman¬ 
ders  so  that  necessary  changes  in  SOP  could  be  effected,  thereby  increasing  the 
efficiency  of  the  unit. 

In  addition,  the  General  explained  that,  a  step  by  step  methodical  interview 
of  several  participants  in  an  action  is  the  only  way  to  draw  a  true  picture  of 
what  actually  happened.  In  many  instances,  there  will  be  discrepancies  during  an 
account.  This  is  why  it  is  necessary  that  all  personnel  be  placed  on  the  same 
plane  so  that  the  true  picture  may  be  brought  to  light.  Often  the  commander  in 
the  rear  has  little  knowledge  of  what  is  occurring  at  the  front,  and  an  this  res¬ 
pect,  the  PFC  on  the  line  is  as  qualified  to  give  testimony  as  his  superior. 

This  very  important  factor  is  almost  always  overlooked. 

In  addition  to  the  Historical  value  of  such  an  interview,  the  troops  enjoy 
hashing  out  the  operation,  interjecting  incidents  overlooked  into  the  narrative 
thread.  This  also  affords  the  opportunity  for  them  to  actually  identify  with  their 
Nation's  History, 

Each  individual  must  be  treated  as  such.  Therefore  he  must  be  completely 
identified.  The  information  General  Marshall  requires  is  as  follows: 

a.  Full  Name  of  Individual  and  Rank 

b.  Age 

c .  Hometown 

d.  Amount  of  Education 

e.  Job  during  specific  action,  e,  g.  Team  Leader,  M-79  grenadier,  etc. 
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Logiatics  of  t.he  operation  must  also  be  included  to  determine  the  efficiency  of 
special  equipment,  the  effect  of  weapons,  subscribed  and  personal  ammunition  loads 
etc.  This  information  can  seldom  be  obtained  from  higher  headquarters. 

General  Marshall  also  advised  having  a  coffee  break.  This  helps  to  promote 
a  relaxed  atmosphere,  conducive  to  a  lively  interview.  The  Gen*  ral  has  also  found 
that  there  are  invariably  two  or  three  individuals  who  either  have  a  greater  degree 
of  awareness  of  the  situation  or  just  a  plain  old  good  memory  who  will  provide  in¬ 
telligent,  detailed  information.  These  individuals  are  valuable  in  clarifying 
points  of  conjecture. 

General  Marshall  concluded  his  briefing  by  stating  that  a  greater  number  of 
Lessons  Learned  are  obtained  by  taking  a  cross-section  of  a  unit,  in  addition  to 
the  recommendations  provided  by  the  commanders. 

For  the  next  three  days.  General  Marshall  interviewed  nearly  100  officers  and 
enlisted  men  from  the  E/l?th  Cavalry  and  the  2d  Battalion,  503d  Infantry,  The 
first  combat  interview  of  this  Brigade  was  simultaneously  written  by  the  24th  Mili¬ 
tary  History  Detachment  and  appears  in  this  report. 

General  Marshall  departed  BIEN  HOA  on  1  February  1967  and  returned  to  SAIGON, 
terminating  six  months  of  research  in  VIETNAM.  He  was  highly  pleased  with  the  res¬ 
ponse  shown  to  him  by  the  men  interviewed  during  his  stay. 


*  *  * 

SMALL  UNIT  ACTIONS 


The  information  below  was  obtained  through  combat  interviews  conducted  at  E/ 
17th  CavaL*y  and  the  2d  Battalion,  503d  Infantry,  This  report  was  constructed  in 
coordination  with  the  visit  of  Brigadier  General  S,  L.  A,  Marshall,  27  January  -  1 
February  1967.  The  material  relates  to  isolated  small  unit  patrol  activities  and 
ambush  technioues  used  specifically  in  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS. 

E  TROOP,  17TH  CAVALRY 

Initially,  E  Troop,  17th  Cavalry  was  given  the  mission  of  securing  Position 
WHITE  in  support  of  artillery  elements  in  the  AO  of  Operation  Cedar  Falls,  E/17 
Cav  arrived  at  Position  WHITE  on  8  January  (approximately  8  kilometers  southeast 
of  BEN  CAT),  and  remained  there  throughout  the  Operation. 

On  11  January  1967,  the  Troop  Commander,  Major  Bryan  Sutton,  received  a  war¬ 
ning  order  from  higher  headquarters  to  conduct  air-cavalry  activities  in  the  wes¬ 
tern  portion  of  the  AO.  This  area  is  primarily  rice  paddies,  crisscrossed  with 
canals  and  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  SAIGON  RIVER. 

Major  Sutton  employed  two  (2)  OH-13  Aero  Scout  helicopters,  code  named  "Hot 
Stuff"  to  conduct  visual  reconnaissance  missions  in  the  northwest  portion  of  the 
AO,  The  "Hot  Stuff"  choppers  flew  at  tree  top  level,  relaying  intelligent  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  Troop  CP,  An  augmented  rifle  3quad  was  kept  in  the  air  at  all  times 
possible,  serving  as  a  quick  reaction  force  to  the  "Hot  Stuff"  reconnaissanco 
aircraft. 
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On  the  ground,  two  squads  were  generally  employed  consisting  of  9  and  12  men, 
two  RTO's  and  a  lieutenant.  The  subscribed  aninunition  load  for  riflemen  was  11 
magazines,  however,  some  men  carried  as  many  as  25  full  magazines.  In  addition, 
riflenen  were  armed  with  four  (4)  fragmentary  grenades  and  one  (l)  smoke  grenade 
per  man.  M-60  machine  gunners  carried  300  rounds  of  7.62mm  ammunition.  Each 
squad  was  equipped  with  either  3  claymore  mines  or  a  demolition  kit. 

Aside  from  the  ammunition  loads  carried  by  members  of  the  Troop,  several  other 
items  were  employed.  Identification  tags  and  sandbags  were  utilized  in  the  identi¬ 
fication  and  separation  of  all  enemy  documents  confiscated  during  the  Operation. 

The  men  also  carried  snap  links  and  ropes  to  facilitate  the  crossing  of  the  numerous 
canals  encountered. 

During  Operation  CANARY/DUCK,  the  Cavalry  conducted  controlled  experiments  on 
the  use  of  camouflaged  soft  caps  in  relation  to  the  previously  used  steel  helmet. 

It  was  discovered  that  soft  caps  enable  the  men  to  move  much  faster  and  are  loss 
fatiguing  than  steel  pots.  In  addition,  hearing  capabilities  are  increased.  In 
the  jungle,  sound  is  most  often  the  sole  means  of  detecting  enemy  movement.  Conse¬ 
quently,  soft  caps  have  become  SOP  during  the  hours  of  darkness  and  were  utilized 
during  this  Operation, 

On  the  morning  of  12  January  1967,  two  Aero  Scout  helicopters  were  dispatched 
to  reconnoiter  the  area  around  the  tributaries  and  rice  paddies  adjacent  to  the 
SONG  SAIGON.  Tne  procedure  employed  by  "Hot  Stuff"  i3  as  follows: 

a.  OH-13  helicopters  are  employed  in  pairs,  designated  as  Lead  and  Chase  Air¬ 
craft. 

b.  OH-13' s  fly  at  tree-top  level  at  all  times  at  a  speed  of  20  knots,  appro¬ 
ximately  200  meters  apart. 

c.  If  the  lead  ship  is  fired  upon,  the  chase  helicopter  has  the  following 
three  missions : 

(1)  Deliver  suppressive  fire 

(2)  Issue  rrH  smoke  grenades  for  subsequent  Infantry  elements 

(3)  Plot  the  coordinates  of  the  fire  and  relay  this  information  to  the 
Troop  Commander  or  person  responsible  for  initiating  air  assaults. 

At  0757  hours,  "Hot  Stuff"  Aero  Scouts  received  ground  fire  at  XT  687248. 

Major  Sutton  issued  two  squads  of  the  1st  Platoon  to  678264.  1LT  Horace  L.  Rektorik, 
a  native  of  Corpus  Christi,  Texas  was  in  command  of  the  Platoon  (-)»  After  being 
helilifted  to  the  area.  Lieutenant  Rektorik  placed  one  squad  on  each  side  of  the 
tributary  from  which  fire  was  previously  received.  The  terrain  in  this  area  was 
extremely  difficult  and  the  gnarled  roots  and  vegatation  along  the  tributary  bank 
were  such  that  a  sampan  could  be  completely  obscured  with  no  difficulty.  Huts 
were  constructed  directly  over  the  water,  being  supported  by  stilts. 

Almost  immediately  after  movement  was  initiated  by  the  two  squads.  Sergeant 
Carl  Fcbcon,  of  Manhattan  Beach,  California,  observed  two  men  approximately  30 
meters  to  his  front  moving  out  on  a  tree  limb  over  the  water.  Before  effective 
fire  could  be  placed,  they  dove  into  the  tributary.  These  individuals  were  assaul¬ 
ted  with  grenade  fire,  with  negative  results.  They  had  apparently  heard  the  move¬ 
ment  and  made  good  their  escape. 
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The  tw  ...d  come  from  a  straw  hut  with  a  tin  roof  adjacent  to  the  water's 

edge,  Search  of  the  dwelling  revealed  a  small  quantity  of  7.62mm  ammunition,  black 
pajamas  and  assorted  rifle  slings.  LT  Rektorik  directed  the  destruction  of  the  hut 
and  continued  patrolling  along  the  tributary. 

At  0847  hours  at  XT  678282,  a  sampan  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  tributary 
was  discovered  and  subsequently  destroyed.  Further  search  revealed  a  55-gallon 
drum  of  CS  previously  sited  by  an  OH-13  helicopter  and  another  sampan. 

Thorough  screening  of  the  canal  area  was  continued,  with  the  Cavalry  troopers 
keeping  a  sharp  eye  for  anything  out  of  the  ordinary.  The  search  at  this  time  was 
directed  to  a  Daddy  area,  then  sweeping  back  to  the  canal.  During  the  sweep,  PVT 
John  A.  Fischer  noticed  what  at  first  apneared  to  be  a  bundle  wrapped  in  a  poncho. 
Suddenly,  two  black  heads  popped  out  from  behind  the  bundle.  The  20  year  old  RTO 
informed  LT  Rektorik  of  his  sighting  of  the  2  VC  who  were  now  approximately  5  me¬ 
ters  from  the  bundle  heading  towards  the  woodline.  The  Lieutenant  directed  fire 
on  the  VC.  The  men  fired  some  20  rounds  and  threw  grenades.  When  the  firing  had 
ceased,  they  advanced  and  confirmed  the  death  of  one  Viet  Cong.  The  bundle  pre¬ 
viously  used  for  concealment  contained  a  rucksack  with  miscellaneous  documents 
which  were  forwarded  to  the  Brigade  S2  Section. 

Stephen  Miller,  «  Specialist  4th  Class  from  Sonora,  California,  and  a  member 
of  E/17th  Cavalry's  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol  found  numerous  pot  holes  in 
the  banks  of  rice  paddies  and  dikes  throughout  the  AO.  In  many  instances,  these 
pot  holes  lead  to  subterranean  tunnel  complexes.  It  wa3  believed  that  the  second 
VC  escaned  in  this  manner.  These  potholes  are  destroyed  by  grenades  whenever  en¬ 
countered.  Later  in  the  operation,  0P4  Velmon  D.  Phillips,  another  member  of  the 
LRRP,  heard  noises  in  the  same  area,  however  no  movement  could  be  detected  and  no 
VC  were  sited.  He  susnected  that  the  noises  were  in  fact  coming  from  a  subter¬ 
ranean  labyrinthe  below  the  rice  paddies.  Tunnel  entrances  were  almost  invariably 
found  near  huts,  and  in  rice  Daddy  dikes  throughout  the  IRON  TRIANGLE. 

Lieutenant  Rektorik' s  platoon  was  extracted  from  their  area  of  operation  and 
flown  to  Position  WHITE  shortly  after  this  last  contact. 

The  second  Platoon  was  conducting  oatrolling  operations  simultaneously  in 
another  AO.  The  Troop  Commander,  Major  Sutton,  decided  earlier  to  place  the  pla¬ 
toon  in  an  area  where  Falcon  gun  ships  had  previously  received  fire.  The  area  was 
prepared  by  a  bombing  strike  conducted  by  Air  Force  F-100  jet  fighters. 

1LT  Juris  Jaunitis,  a  26  year  old  graduate  of  the  University  of  Nebraska  was 
the  commander  of  the  24  man  strong  2d  Platoon.  Hi3  unit  became  airborne  at  1028 
hours  and  was  drooped  approximately  100  -  200  meters  southwest  of  the  F-100  strike 
zone.  The  terrain  in  this  area  was  characterized  by  dense  bamboo.  All  dwellings 
were  built  underground  and  connected  to  one  another  and  the  surface  by  a  vast  net¬ 
work  of  tunnels.  Patrolling  in  this  area  was  difficult  3ince  the  men  were  forced 
to  remain  within  6  to  8  feet  of  one  another  owing  to  the  thickness  of  the  vegatation 
If  the  troopers  became  separated  by  more  than  ten  feet,  they  lost  visual  contact 
with  one  another.  The  bamboo  shoots  grew  in  thick  bunches  approximately  ID"  in 
diameter.  Screening  of  the  area  revealed  numerous  underground  dwei ’  ings  or  hootches 
however,  only  abcut  half  of  these  showed  signs  of  recent  use.  There  were  no  hoot¬ 
ches  whatsoever  built  above  the  ground. 

Several  documents  were  uncovered,  yet  only  a  few  had  any  military  or  strategic 
value.  A  lar^e  roll  of  overlay  pacer  was  t'.e  only  significant  find  indicative  of 
VC  activity. 
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Major  Sutton,  who  was  then  at  Position  WHITE,  was  anxious  for  the  2d  Platoon 
to  soeed  up  their  movement.  IT  Jaunitis  reported  back  to  the  Troop  Commander  that 
this  was  imoossible,  since  the  tunnels  to  be  searched  were  numerous  and  the  bamboo 
vegetation  was  so  thick  that  movement  was  brought  to  a  near  standstill. 

With  this  information,  Major  Sutton  became  concerned  that  the  2d  Platoon  might 
encounter  an  enemy  force  too  large  to  handle  effecti/ely.  Also,  the  rear  security 
of  this  screening  operation  was  inadequate.  He  therefore  directed  the  men  to  a 
clearing,  100  feet  to  their  front  and  at  1510  hours,  the  2d  Platoon  was  extracted. 

At  1430  hours,  the  1st  Platoon,  E/l?th  Cavalry  was  helilifted  to  the  vicinity 
of  grid  coordinates  XT  677234.  The  area  of  concern  was  a  tributary  near  the  SAIGON 
RIVER.  A  "Hot  Stuff"  0H-13  Observation  Helicopter  previously  spotted  a  woman  and 
a  hut  near  this  area.  Upon  landing,  the  two  fire  teams,  "A"  and  "B"  moved  approxi¬ 
mately  150  -  200  meters  conducting  patrolling  activities  on  both  banks  of  the  tri¬ 
butary,  Staff  Sergeant  Charles  E.  Park,  "B"  fire  team  leader,  directed  hi3  unit 
to  cross  the  water.  Shortly  thereafter,  CPL  Emanuel  Andrews,  a  native  of  Cinnci- 
natti,  Ohio  had  visual  contact  with  one  VC  attempting  to  escape  through  the  waters 
of  the  tributary,  which  was  less  than  30  meters  wide  at  this  point.  At  this  time, 
SGT  Thomas  W.  Mirick  also  observed  the  Viet  Cong  and  followed  him  to  a  bunker  type 
shelter.  A  "Hot  Stuff"  recon  chopper  flew  over  the  bunker  and  pointed  to  if  indi¬ 
cating  that  there  were  VC  inside.  SGT  Mirick  climbed  to  tho  top  of  the  :>h.  ;.er, 
however  he  observed  nothing.  The  M-79  man,  SP4  Fullhart  was  soon  on  the  scene, 
having  already  drawn  his  .45  caliber  pistol.  He  observed  two  arms  in  the  darkness 
and  motioned  to  SGT  Mirick  above.  The  two  men  called  for  the  Viet  Cong  to  came 
out  ("Lai  De" )  and  upon  the  introduction  of  the  muzzle  of  a  12  guage  shotgun,  two 
men  scurried  out  with  their  hands  up. 

The  two  GI's  motioned  to  the  prisoners  that  they  were  about  to  destroy  the 
fortification  with  grenades.  With  this,  one  of  the  prisoners  shouted  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  bunker  and  almost  inmediately,  a  third  prisoner  jumped  from  his  place 
of  concealment  and  surrendered. 

The  first  prisoner  to  come  out  was  apparently  suffering  from  some  typo  f 
skin  disease  for  his  skin  was  scaly  and  sickly.  The  second  prisoner  was  relatively 
healthy  and  the  third,  a  boy  of  about  16  years,  had  a  fresh  wound  in  his  hip. 
Through  an  interpreter,  it  was  learned  that  the  wound  was  inflicted  by  an  OH-13 
helicopter  machinegun.  It  was  further  determined  that  the  man.  Along  with  aDpraxi- 
mately  15  others  was  caught  in  a  B-52  strike,  killing  half  of  the  estimated  party. 

SGT  Park  directed  two  men  to  guard  the  prisoners  while  he  and  three  other  men 
searched  the  west  side  of  the  tributary.  SP4  John  Rutchik,  one  of  the  men  accom¬ 
panying  SGT  Park  and  CPL  Andrews  spotted  a  VC  with  both  feet  already  in  the  water 
attempting  to  escape.  Effective  M-16  fire  was  placed  before  the  VC  had  a  chance 
to  escape.  As  they  advanced  to  confirm  the  KIA,  SP4  Rutchik  observed  another  VC 
on  a  bunker  located  in  the  middle  part  of  the  tributary,  Andrews  and  Rutchik  re¬ 
ceived  permission  to  check  out  the  site  from  SGT  Park,  When  at  close  enoi»gh  range, 
the  men  threw  fragmentary  grenades  into  the  bunker. 

One  VC  was  immediately  catapulted  out  into  the  open.  The  two  men  confirmed 
the  KIA  and  then  CPL  Andrews  entered  the  bunker  alone,  thinking  perhaps  more  VC 
bodies  were  within.  Inside,  he  could  vaguely  distinguish  the  figure  of  a  man  on 
the  floor.  When  he  touched  the  man's  arm,  he  spring  to  his  feet  to  defend  himself. 
The  two  men  struggled  for  only  a  short  time  before  Andrews  succeeded  in  pushing  the 
VC's  head  out  of  the  door.  SP4  Rutchik  took  aim  and  fired  his  weaoon  and  "blew 
his  brains  out".  After  this  incident,  Andrews  and  Rutchik  discovered  a  third  VC 
body,  resulting  from  the  grenades  thrown  earlier. 
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Shortly  thereafter,  another  bunker  was  sighted  in  a  rice  paddy,  Kecon  by 
M-79  fire  was  emoloyed  with  negative  results.  The  subsequent  extraction  of  the  1st 
Platoon  marked  the  end  of  the  day's  activities. 

On  the  following  day,  13  January,  all  three  platoons  were  employed  in  3earcn 
and  destroy  operations  east  of  the  SAIGON  RIVEP.,  At  0842  hours,  the  2d  Platoon  was 
dropped  on  a  canal  from  which  fire  had  prevj.ou3.iy  been  received.  1LT  Jaunitis 
directed  his  two  reinforced  scuads  to  pair<v  the  ban'".'  of  the  canal,  utilizing  a 
squad  on  each  bank.  At  0850  hours,  a  camouflaged  rice  cache  was  located  and  des¬ 
troyed,  The  olatoon  moved  and  estimated  200  meters  down  stream  when  a  hootch 
built  over  the  canal  was  discovered.  Tne  point  man,  PFC  William  J,  Lewis  observed 
movement  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hut.  At  this  time,  the  order  was  given  to  throw 
grenaciss  at  the  structure.  Inside,  unknown  to  the  men  of  the  2d  Platoon,  were  2 
women  and  3  children.  Luckily,  the  grenades  only  caused  minor  injuries  and  LT 
Jaunitis  immediately  requested  a  Dustcff  helicocter .  Nothing  else  was  found  within 
the  hut. 

In  the  meantime,  CPL  Van  Hook,  a  22  year  old  -quad  leader,  observed  red  smoke 
on  the  oooosite  side  of  the  canal.  He  and  his  squad  preceded  to  ford  the  stream 
and  discovered  the  location  of  another  hootch,  CPL  Van  Hock  set  up  a  fire  support 
base  and  prepared  to  issue  an  assault.  Suddenly,  a  VC  was  observed  making  an  attempt 
to  hide  within  the  dwelling,  however,  he  soon  realized  the  futility  of  this  maneu¬ 
ver  and  willingly  surrendered. 

The  squad  with  their  prisoner  recrossed  the  waist  deep  stream  and  continued 
movement  along  the  bank,  resulting  in  the  discovery  of  two  additional  crude  water¬ 
side  dwellings  and  an  outloard  cowered  samoan  The  river  craft  contained  fire 
wood  and  some  500  eggs.  Shortly  after  the  destruction  of  the  hootches  and  sam¬ 
pans,  the  prisoner  was  evacuated  and  the  squad  continued  to  patrol  the  bank  of  the 
stream. 

At  1103  hours,  a  UH-1B  helicooter  reported  seeing  several  VC  in  black  pajamas 
in  tho  vicinity  of  XT  69822^,  LT  Rextorik  with  the  1st  squad  of  his  platoon  were 
airborne  at  this  time  and  were  directed  by  the  Troop  Commander  to  initiate  search 
and  destroy  operations  ir.  this  area.  This  platoon  landed  shortly  thereafter.  Upon 
landing,  the  squad  was  Lmmediately  separated  into  two  fire  teams,  one  on  each  side 
of  a  small  tributary  of  the  SONG  SAIGON.  The  Headquarters  element,  consisting  of 
two  RTO's,  a  Medic  and  LT  Rektorik,  spotted  a  bunker  at  the  junction  of  the  tribu¬ 
tary  and  a  small  stream.  The  Lieutenant  summoned  anyone  who  might  be  within  to 
came  out.  Receiving  no  response,  the  four  men  entered  the  bunker,  finding  a  wounded 
VC.  He  had  been  wounde.d  in  the  back  and  aoneared  to  be  totally  paralyzed. 

At  thx"  time,  S?L  Selbon  of  the  headquarters  element  commenced  firing  at  a 
hootch  75  meters  to  his  front,  Selbon  had  spotted  a  VC  attempting  to  seek  refuge 
within  the  hut.  Lieutenant  Rektcrik  with  the  first  squad  following  moved  in  the 
direction  of  th»  siting,  When  at  close  range,  the  VC  bolted  fran  the  hootch  heading 
towards  the  heavily  foliates  area  covering  c,he  bank.  The  subsequent  ooen  fire 
nroduced  negative  results  hoover,  further  search  of  th°  area  was  successful,  i/T 
Rektorik  found  him  hiding  in  the  underbrush  and  then  shot  him.  Search  of  the  VC's 
personal  items  revealed  severa1  documents  and  cma'A  arms  ammunition. 

Subsequently,  the  building  was  destroyed  .and  the  squad  continued  screening 
to  the  south.  At  this  time,  an  over  zea  ous  VC,  wh~  had  apparently  just  witnessed 
the  Previous  incident,  stepped  into  the  -cen  gladiy  surrendering. 
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The  3d  Platoon,  which  had  remained  at  Position  WHITE  until  now,  was  lifted 
to  XT  706212  on  the  SONG  SAIGON.  The  Platoon  was  divided  into  three  elements, 
two  moving  north  along  the  canal,  and  a  third  s  uad  approximately  790  meters  north 
serving  as  a  blocklrg  force. 

The  platoon  had  not  moved  far  before  noises  «ere  heard  by  the  point  man,  SP4 
Harry  J.  Holmes,  The  alerted  squad  precede q  f  r/ird  with  '-aution  since  the  foliage 
along  the  canal  was  well  suited  for  enemy  conztsa  mr>nt,  A  VC  then  darted  out  of  the 
underbrush,  surrendering.  The  troopers  advanced  to  check  out  the  VC's  place  of  con¬ 
cealment.  From  the  brush,  another  VC  sped  away  bei<  re  contact  could  be  made,  how¬ 
ever,  1  Chican  P-34  machlnegun,  miscellaneous  documents  and  equijsmont  were  found 
wrapped  in  a  poncho. 

The  captured  VC  commenced  to  call  his  comrades  into  the  o;x;n  and  surrender. 

Che  did  come  out,  however,  another  VC  eho3e  to  run.  His  choice  proved  to  be  fatal 
as  he  was  killed  by  SP4  Donald  Brown,  the  RTO  for  the  fire  te;im  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  canal. 

At  this  time,  a  curious  incident  occurred.  Floating  nonchalantly  down  the 
canal  came  a  rather  large  clumo  of  matted  grass.  The  men  of  the  id  Platoon  ob¬ 
served  this  for  ouite  seme  distance.  It  passed  right  between  the  two  fire  teams. 

SP4  Donald  Underwood  noticed  something  susnic lou3  and  fired  M-79's  into  the  mass. 

As  one  would  exnect,  a  dead  Viet  C<ng  floated  up  from  b-neath  the  brush. 

SFC  Allen,  the  3d  Platoon  leader,  suspecting  more  VC  wore  either  hiding  or 
attempting  to  eeoane,  intensified  the  saturation  of  this  immediate  area.  The  search 
revealed  a  crude  bunker  containing  severaL  maps.  Further  along  the  woodline,  SP4 
Richard  Albertson  discovered  a  hootch  with  a  sizeable  quantity  of  rice  a  few  me¬ 
ters  away.  The  rear  security  element  of  Albertson's  team  entered  the  hootch  dis¬ 
covering  a  .45  caliber  pistol,  pistol  belt  and  one  magazine. 

After  the  hootch  and  rice  were  destroyed,  the  fire  team  pushed  on  towards 

the  adjacent  rice  paddies.  They  had  moved  approximately  100  meters  when  a  hut 

with  attached  bunker  was  found  very  near  a  dike.  Subsequent  search  of  the  dwelling 

revealed  nothing,  however,  a  catwalk  crossing  the  canal  was  spotted.  The  fire 
team  set  uo  security  and  three  men,  SPi.  MeD.nald,  PFC  Gardner  and  PFC  Chester  volun¬ 
teered  to  check  out  the  catwalk. 

They  crossed  the  canal  cautiously  and  found  3  trails  issuing  from  the  water 
crossing.  As  SP4  McDonald  probed  one  of  the  trails,  he  spotted  a  sniper's  nest 
6  feet  above  the  water.  The  site  showed  signs  of  recent  use,  for  a  bowl  of  rice 
was  found  which  had  been  prepared  approximately  2  days  previous  to  the  platoon's 
entry.  Just  a  few  feet  further  down  the  trail,  an  American  made  12  guage  shotgun 
was  reeting  In  the  fork  of  a  tree.  SP:.  McDonald,  fearing  the  weapon  may  be  booby- 
trapped,  proceded  with  extreme  caution.  After  th  r  ugh  examination,  McDonald  found 
that  the  weapon  was  olaced  there  only  thr  ugh  the  negligence  of  some  V'J  and  was 
not  boobytrapoed  in  any  way.  The  three  men  then  regr^uced  with  the  rear  security 
element  on  the  other  side  of  the  canal.  Ucon  the .  r  return,  it  was  discovered 
that  the  immediate  ares  ju3t  screened  was  highly  bobytranped  indicating  that  these 
trails  were  heavily  used  by  the  Viet  Cong. 

SGT  Albert  English  was  at  this  time  in  •har’e  of  the  2d  Squad  of  the  3d  Pla¬ 
toon.  He  was  given  the  mission  of  searching  th*  wooded  area  adjacent  to  the  rice 
paddies.  The  two  point  men  of  the  scua.i,  SPi  James  A,  Thompson  and  PFC  Gary  De 
Sarno  being  the  first  to  enter  the  area,  .  Lte-i  i  ammflagea  h  etch,  unobservable 
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from  ti,9  air.  As  the  point  men  approached  the  hootch  frcm  the  left  side,  they 
observed  wires  running  along  the  length  of  the  roof  and  terminating  a  rew  meters 
from  the  bamboo  and  straw  structure.  The  men  pulled  back  and  informed  their 
pquad  leader.  SFC  English  then  threw  a  hand  grenade  resulting  in  an  initial  and 
secondary  explosion,  confirming  their  suspicion  that  the  hut  wa3  boobytrapped. 

The  explosion  blew  off  the  roof  of  the  hut  completely  off  and  formed  a  hole  five 
feet  in  diameter  in  the  floor. 

Investigation  of  the  gutted  hootch  revealed  that  it  wa3  apparently  a  squad 
sir.ed  CP  or  supply  station.  A  container,  housing  several  documents  and  booby- 
trapped  with  a  fragmentary  grenade  was  found  and  disarmed.  Burled  in  the  mud  be¬ 
hind  the  hut,  several  claymore  mines  and  assorted  hand  grenades  were  also  found. 

At  1128  hours,  two  UH-1D  helicopters  were  flying  an  extraction  mission  from 
XT  700226  to  716212.  One  of  the  two  helicopters  noticed  a  sampan  in  the  canal 
below.  The  airship  veered  sharply  to  make  a  pass  at  the  sampan,  however  the  ship 
flared  out  too  sharply  and  crashed  on  its  side.  Luckily,  injuries  were  restricted 
to  minor  cuts  and  bruises.  The  crew  quickly  stripped  the  ship  of  its  guns  and 
they  were  soon  evacuated. 

At  "I3I5  hours,  one  "Hot  Stuff"  and  one  "Falcon"  gunship  sited  3  VC  at  XT  710- 
322,  The  Falcon  ship  fired  on  the  VC  killing  two  of  the  enemy.  The  third  VC  waved 
hia  hands  desparately,  indicating  his  desire  to  surrender.  He  was  picked  up  short! 
thereafter  by  a  Command  and  Control  helicopter.  The  two  VC  KIA  were  armed  with 
.45  caliber  pistols  at  the  time  of  their  death.  The  prisoner  was  subsequently 
escorted  to  Military  Intelligence  and  shortly  after  his  interrogation  was  comple¬ 
ted,  he  managed  to  steal  a  weapon  and  shot  his  AKVN  guard.  He  then  bolted  from 
hie  place  of  captivity  only  to  be  shot  and  killed  by  a  trooper  of  the  11th  Armored 
Cavalry  Regiment. 

In  the  meantime,  elements  of  the  1st  Platoon  were  given  the  task  of  securing 
the  previously  wrecked  helicopter.  This  wa3  accomplished  successfully  and  the 
aircraft  was  evacuated  by  CH-47  at  1350  hours.  Five  minutes  later,  the  1st  Platoon 
was  also  picked  up  and  returned  to  Position  WHITE. 

A  "Hot  Stuff"  reconnaissance  helicopter  reported  seeing  enemy  movement  at  XT 
708228.  SGT  Samuel  Haynes  of  Sanford,  North  Carolina  and  SGT  MrLaurea  deployed  to 
this  area  with  a  twelve  man  squad  and  dropped  aoproximately  100  meters  from  a  canal. 
The  men  proceded  south  on  the  east  side  of  the  canal.  After  having  gone  150  meters, 
movement  was  detected  in  the  grass,  a  camouflaged  VC  was  crawling  through  the 
rice  paddy,  however,  he  was  out  of  range  of  small  arms  fire.  When  the  squad  had 
finally  maneuvered  to  a  oosltion  where  fire  could  be  effectively  placed,  the  depth 
of  the  rice  paddy  offered  the  VC  adequate  cover.  The  squad's  RT0  radioed  to  a  near¬ 
by  gunship  which  subsequently  suppressed  the  area.  The  squad  advanced  finding 
documents,  and  the  VC's  weapon,  however,  no  body  was  found. 

The  squad's  point  man,  PFC  Ronny  D.  Wagner  then  crossed  the  canal,  having  ob¬ 
served  a  hootch  on  the  other  side.  Two  transistor-type  radios  were  found  in  the 
hut,  but  aside  from  this,  nothing  of  value  wa3  discovered,  so  the  search  of  the 
canal  was  continued.  The  sharp  vision  of  the  Point  Man  paid  off  again  as  he 
spotted  a  head  pop  out  momentarily  from  the  water  of  the  canal.  He  fired  one  round 
at  the  submerged  man,  plunged  into  the  water  and  dragged  out  his  captive.  The 
squad  had  an  interpreter  with  them  who  interrogated  the  frightened  PCM.  He  was 
asked  if  there  were  other  VC  in  the  area  and  replied  that  his  comrades  had  all 
fled  to  the  west.  A  gunship  was  immediately  called  into  the  area  in  question. 

The  PCM' 3  information  was  quite  true  as  the  gunships  from  the  335th  Aviation  Com¬ 
pany  soon  spotted  and  killed  3  VC,  The  KIA  were  later  verified  by  a  C  &  C  ship. 
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It  was  now  approximately  1400  hours  and  the  sound  departed  from  the  area  where 
the  VC  was  captured,  They  moved  south  and  then  west,  once  a"aip  crossing  the  wood- 
line  searching  out  any  remaining  VC.  PFC  Wagner  proved  himself  once  more  to  be 
an  excellent  Point  man.  75  net, err,  to  his  front,  he  observed  the  movement  of  three 
VC  approaching  a  hootch  near  tho  woodline.  Vagner  allerted  the  squad  nd  fire  was 
directed  on  the  enemy  targets.  The  snuad  advanced  forward  to  find  3  VC  K1A,  Sub¬ 
sequent  search  of  the  huts  revealed  several  North  Vietnamese  flag3  indicating  the 
allegiance  of  the  inhat itants. 

The  335th  Aviation  Company,  who  provided  helicopter  support  for  the  E/l^th 
Cavalry,  was  suffering  frcm  a  shortage  of  aircraft  and  it  was  imperative  that  all 
shiDS  be  free  by  1600  hours.  With  this  in  mind,  the  Cav  made  preparations  for  the 
extraction  of  all  elements.  The  squads  began  tc  convene  on  the  predetermined  points 
of  extraction. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  canal,  Squai  Leader  SOT  Carnes  was  located  on  a 
dike,  scanning  a  rice  paddy  to  see  if  the  area  was  safe  for  extraction.  He  thought 
he  detected  movement  to  his  front.  The  RTO,  PFC  Warren  Archibald,  provided  secu¬ 
rity  by  jumping  into  the  canal  so  that  he  could  observe  activity  to  the  front  and 
cover  the  advancement  of  SGT  Carnes.  The  NCO  fired  in  the  direction  o,  tne  move¬ 
ment  and  then  Droceded  to  check  out  the  results:  one  dead  camouflaged  VC.  The 
squad  was  almost  immediately  extracted  after  this  incident  and  returned  to  Position 
WHITE. 


The  final  incident  cf  the  day  occurred  when  elements  led  by  SGT  Welch  anc  SGT 
Allen  encountered  several  dwellings  and  sampans  along  the  canal  on  which  their  ope¬ 
rations  were  centered.  The  area  was  subsequently  searched  and  both  sampans  and  huts 
were  destroyed.  SGT  Allen's  team  then  crossed  the  canal  since  several  more  hootches 
were  spotted  there.  One  VC  was  killed  vncn  he  attempted  to  escape  this  area  by  the 
fire  team  crossing  the  canal. 

Shortly  after  the  team  arrived  on  the  opposite  side,  SPh  Holmes,  the  point  man 
for  the  team,  heard  movement  as  he  approached  one  dwelling.  He  hesitated  out¬ 
side,  then  entered  emptying  one  full  magazine  inside  the  hootch.  As  it  turned  out, 
two  VC  were  hiding  within  and  were  killed  by  Specialist  Holmes'  assault. 

In  another  hootch,  20  meters  away,  noises  were  again  heard.  The  people  inside 
were  summoned  to  cane  out  by  SGT  Alien,  This  they  did.  ail  eight  of  them  consis¬ 
ting  of  an  old  woman,  a  ten  year  old  girl  and  six  men.  The  VC  suspects  were  all 
evacuated  with  the  fire  team  shortly  thereafter,  terminating  the  days  aciivities. 

At  0752  hours,  14  January,  CH-13  Aero  Scouts  once  again  went  airborne  to  re¬ 
con  an  area  whore  a  tributary  bridge  was  sited  on  the  previous  day's  activities 
(XT  715228),  At  0801  hours,  the  2d  Platoon  u.-.der  the  command  of  1LT  Jaunitis  was 
drooped  at  XT  719221.  The  third  squad  acted  as  a  blocking  force  northwest  of  the 
bridge.  The  first  and  second  snuads  were  placed  on  the  west  and  east  side  of  the 
tributary  respectively, 

SGT  Carnes,  souad  leader  of  the  2d  Squad,  first  observed  red  smoke  15  meters 
from  the  oolnt  they  were  drcooed.  The  red  snrne  was  placed  by  0H-13's  denoting 
that  "Charlie"  had  been  sited  in  the  area.  The  souad  was  30  meters  frcm  the 
woodline  when  they  received  4-5  rour.os  cf  small  arms  fire.  They  returned  appro¬ 
ximately  15  rounds,  however,  caution  in  firing  was  observed  since  the  1st  squad 
was  operating  on  the  vest  side  of  the  tributary.  As  tne  second  squad  moved  towards 
the  woodline,  SGT  Wright  observed  one  VC  hiding  in  the  water  holding  on  to  one  of 
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the  gnarled  roots  nlcny  thr  bank.  When  at  a  5  meter  range,  Wright  fired  hie  M-16 
at  the  enemy.  As  he  and  SGT  Carnes  advanced  to  confirm  the  KIA,  they  found  another 
dead  VC  hanging  in  a  tree.  The  VC,  who  was  shot  in  the  face,  was  armed  with  a 
Russian  7.62mm  carbine.  Also  in  hio  possession  was  a  plastic  bag  containing  clo¬ 
thing,  ammunition  and  an  inner  tube  for  floating  in  the  water.  A  crude  bunker  was 
found  near  the  scene.  Strangely  enough,  no  one  could  accept  credit  for  the  second 
KIA,  since  he  was  apparently  struck  by  a  wild  round  during  the  landing  skirmish. 

On  the  west  side  of  the  stream,  1LT  Jaunitis  and  the  1st  squad  received  seve¬ 
ral  rounds  of  small  arms  fire  resulting  in  the  first  casualty  of  the  Cavalry  Troop 
since  the  beginning  of  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS.  Twenty  year  old  SPz.  Patrick  L. 

S  .rmuir  was  wounded  in  action  while  meving  along  a  dike  shortly  after  landing.  He 
observed  the  fire  coming  from  the  wocdline  and  quickly  got  down  into  firing  posi¬ 
tion,  however,  he  then  noticed  a  strange  sensation  in  his  leg.  He  looked  down  to 
discover  that  a  bullet  was  lodged  below  his  kneecap.  A  Dustoff  ship  was  immedi¬ 
ately  summoned  and  Sirmuir  was  evacuated  only  10  minutes  after  sustaining  the  wound. 

The  1st  sauad  continued  movement  after  the  Dustoff  was  accomplished.  As  they 
searched  along  the  woodline,  the  last  man  in  the  column,  PFC  Larry  E.  Smith  of 
Parsons,  Kansas,  shotted  an  arm  and  a  leg  wrapped  around  a  tree  trunk.  The  con¬ 
trast  of  the  light  skin  against  the  murky  water  caught  his  eye  for  the  undergrowth 
was  thick  along  the  water's  edge.  He  fired  5  rounds  at  the  semi-submerged  figure. 
SGT  Carnes,  who  was  on  the  east  o'de  of  the  tributary,  confirmed  the  KIA. 

As  the  Is t  and  2d  Squads  moved  further  north  towards  the  bridge  and  location 
of  the  3d  Squad,  a  corpse  was  found  floating  in  the  stream.  PFC  Archibald,  being 
a  strong  swimmer,  volunteered  to  check  out  the  body.  He  fought  his  way  through 
the  muddy  stream  and  tangled  underbrush  until  he  reached  the  opposite  bank  where 
the  body  was  lodged.  Archibald  determined,  as  best  he  could,  that  this  VC  had 
been  killed  recently,  probably  by  an  OH-13  helicopter.  The  danger  involved  in  this 
tyoe  of  mission  is  great,  since  the  waterways  in  this  region  are  clogged  with 
treacherous  vines  and  roots ,  in  alditi  cn  to  the  strong  tidal  effect  on  the  tribu¬ 
taries. 

The  two  squads  pushed  on  opposite  sides  of  the  tributary,  destroying  several 
samoans,  huts  and  uncovering  a  10,000  pound,  well  camouflaged  r'ce  cache.  The 
men  found  that  the  destruction  of  such  large  ouantitibs  of  rice  is  highly  time 
consuming. 

After  several  hours  of  search,  the  men  approached  the  bridge.  It  was  evident 
that  it  was  not  a  temporary  structure  as  is  often  the  case.  The  bridge  was  thirty 
feet  long  and  solidly  constructed  with  logs  12"  in  diameter.  Major  Sutton  made 
the  decision  at  this  time  not  to  destroy  the  structure  and  directed  that  the  bridge 
remain  in  tact  since  it  presented  an  excellent  ambush  site  for  future  night  patrols, 
(See  Night  Ambush,  16  -  17  January  1967,  page  14  to  15), 

The  3d  Sauad  blocking  force,  which  was  until  now  situated  10G  meters  nerth  of 
the  bridge,  rejoinec  the  1st  and  2d  squads  oi-eoaring  for  subsequent  extraction.  In 
order  to  accomplish  this,  several  of  the  troopers  had  to  cross  the  river.  Two  non¬ 
swimmers  accidently  droned  their  veaoons  in  the  process.  The  M-16'3  would  be  a  fine 
prize  for  the  VC,  therefore,  Sergeants  Carnes  and  Kright  dove  into  the  murky  water 
at  no  small  risk  to  their  own  safety.  A  moment  or  two  later,  the  two  men  returned 
to  the  surface  having  success fui-y  retrieved  the  two  weapons. 
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The  jcl  Platoon,  E/17th  Cavalry  was  operating  net  far  from  the  2d  Platoon. 

The  1st  Sou  ad  was  on  the  northeast  bank  of  a  stream  and  the  3d  squad  (led  by  SFC 
Allen)  served  as  a  blocking  forco  approximately  1,000  meters  from  the  1st  squad. 

The  2d  squad  <as  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream,  thereby  employing  the  same 
tactic  of  two  squads  moving  parallel  towards  their  3d  Squad  blocking  force. 

As  the  2d  Squad  moved  north,  SGI  James  Russel  broke  his  unit  into  two  fire 
teams.  SPi,  George  Carrillo,  the  pointman  on  the  left  aide  of  the  canal,  moved 
along  the  dike  and  spotted  almost  directly  in  front  of  him,  the  hand  and  arm  of  a 
VC  concealed  in  a  pot  hole.  Carrillo  opened  fire,  however,  his  weapon  malfunctioned 
after  a  few  rounds  were  expended.  The  wounded  VC  jumped  out  and  surrendered  before 
the  point  man  could  clear  his  weapon. 

Shortly  thereafter,  Carrillo's  weapon  redeemed  itself.  The  point,  man  along 
with  PFC  Radburn  had  Just  completed  the  search  of  a  nearby  hut  when  Carrillo  spot¬ 
ted  the  head  of  a  VC  in  a  canal  sane  200  meters  away.  He  fired  several  rounds  at 
the  minute  target.  SGT  Edward  Armstrong  reported  back  that  the  VJ  was  hit  several 
timss  in  the  head.  The  M-16  once  again  had  proven  to  be  a  highly  effective  weapon. 

After  confirming  this  KIA,  SGT  Armstrong  checked  out  another  hootch  in  the 
eaae  vicinity,  discovering  3,000  pounds  of  bagged  paddy  rice.  The  rice  wa3  subse¬ 
quently  destroyed  by  cutting  the  begs  and  throwing  it  into  the  canal,  making  later 
retrlevement  impossible. 

At  this  time.  Major  Sutton  directed  the  platoon  to  back  track  the  area  Just 
ocreened  since  it  is  a  chara  teristic  of  the  Viet  Cong  to  return  to  an  area  imme¬ 
diately  after  American  troops  and  helicopters  depart. 

This  proved  to  be  a  wise  tactic,  for  as  soon  as  they  returned  to  the  area,  two 
VC  were  spotted  with  their  heads  above  the  water  by  point  man  SPi  Holmes.  A  call 
was  made  for  the  men  to  surrender,  yet  they  refused  and  attempted  tc  reach  a  clump 
of  brush  on  the  bank  of  the  stream.  Holmes  fired  and  the  VC  ducked  underneath  the 
water.  He  then  threw  a  grenade  to  interu-t  their  escape.  °FC  Earl  Westmark  joined 
Hemes  in  the  search  for  the  "Charlies",  Holmes,  who  was  now  a  few  feet  off  shore, 
searched  the  bank  of  the  stream  for  the  enemy,  only  to  have  one  of  them  swim  direc¬ 
tly  between  his  legs,  the  VC  having  having  apparently  lost  hi?  sense  of  direction. 
The  surprised  Holmes  fired  at  the  figure  at  point  blank  range  with  obvious  results, 
PFC  Westmark  discovered  the  second  body  shortly  thereafter. 

A  search  of  the  immediate  area  was  continued  for  approximately  30  minutes. 
Westmark  and  Holmes  found  a  PK-i*  sub-raachinegun,  pistol  belt  and  various  personal 
items  belonging  to  the  two  men  previously  killed.  The  equipment  was  located  in  the 
hollow  of  a  tree  on  the  water's  edge.  It  was  believed  that  the  VC  were  trying  to 
reach  this  point  at  the  time  fire  was  placed  upon  them, 

Ao  this  time,  SGT  Welch  received  an  intelligence  report  from  "Hot  Stuff"  that 
a  sampan  was  traveling  in  their  direction.  The  "B"  fire  team  was  dispatched  to 
check  the  movement  of  the  rivei  craft,  however,  on  the  way  they  discovered  2  per¬ 
sonnel  hiding  along  the  water's  edge.  SPi»  Albertson,  the  team  leader  first  heard 
movement  in  the  area.  The  team  immediately  set  up  a  rear  security  and  advanced 
around  the  bend  in  the  strew.  1SGT  Roy  Haynes  then  heard  a  noise  in  the  brush. 

He  observed  a  small  opening  in  the  undergrowth  heading  toward  the  canal  which  he 
followed  to  the  water's  edge.  His  vision  was  still  obstructed  so  he  waded  appro¬ 
ximately  7  -  2  feet  into  the  stream.  The  vegatation  was  so  thick  that  SGT  Haynes 
could  not  see  the  team  leader  who  was  only  a  few  meters  away  at  this  time.  Sud¬ 
denly,  he  spotted  a  VC  in  the  water  nearby,  Haynes  placed  seveial  rounds  on  the 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


25  February  196? 


/M 


AVEE-SC 

SUBJECT:  Small  Unit  Actions  -  E/l7th  Cavalry 


eneny  target.  Then,  as  he  moved  through  the  water  to  confirm  the  KIA,  he  spotted 
a  second  VC,  10  meters  away.  Again  SGT  Haynes  placed  effective  fire  bringing  his 
total  to  two  VC. 

The  sampan  previously  reported  was  located  not  far  from  the  scene  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  action.  3P4  Holmes  made  use  of  the  craft  in  crossing  the  stream  for  although 
the  stream  was  narrow  at  this  point,  the  water  was  still  quite  deep.  Holmes  encoun¬ 
tered  sor.ie  difficulty  in  the  execution  of  this  maneuver  since  the  sampan  was  18' 
long  and  the  streak  was  only  15'  wide,  IXjring  the  process,  he  heard  the  sounds  of 
a  man  running  on  the  far  side  of  the  stream,  Holmes  did  not  fire  however,  since 
the  Cav's  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol  was  operating  on  that  side  of  the  stream. 

It  was  later  learned  that  the  LRRP  collected  the  KIA. 

The  squad  regrouped  shortly  thereafter  and  the  unit  was  extracted  at  1355  hours, 
owing  to  the  shortage  of  helicopters. 

The  1st  Platoon  had  no  actual  close  contact  with  the  enemy  on  this  day,  how¬ 
ever,  the  search  and  destroy  operations  were  not  without  significance.  Three  squads 
of  the  platoon  were  lifted  from  Position  WHITE  to  a  canal  (vicinity  XT  676234)  at 
0940  hours.  Upon  arrival  in  the  AO,  1LT  Rektorik  directed  2  squads  along  the  canal 
banks,  one  on  each  side  moving  parallel.  A  third  squad  was  working  nearby  and  soon 
discovered  a  hut  containing  a  sizeable  amount  of  M-l  annunition.  The  Platoon  en¬ 
countered  several  hootches  with  large  quantities  of  rice,  all  of  which  were  destroyed. 

They  had  moved  approximately  600  meters  north  when  they  began  to  receive  spo- 
ratic  small  arms  fire.  The  source,  however,  could  not  be  determined.  Therefore, 

1LT  Rektorik  was  anxious  to  move  out  of  the  area  since  there  were  friendly  troops 
operating  nearby.  In  fact,  he  felt  that  the  fire  might  have  come  from  the  friendly 
forces  engaging  in  a  fire  fight.  The  Lieutenant  decided  to  establish  a  blocking 
force  and  continue  movement. 

At  1008  hours,  the  elements  on  the  southeast  side  of  the  canal  discovered  a 
camouflaged  storage  cache  containing  69  -  100  pound  bags  of  rice,  M-26  hand  gre¬ 
nades  and  a  hootch,  all  of  which  was  destroyed  in  place.  At  1047  hours,  15 1-100 
pound  bags  of  fertilizer  were  discovered. 

Throughout  the  day,  the  1st  Platoon  continued  to  uncover  VC  storage  caches 
yielding  75  M-l  rounds,  4  sticks  of  TNT,  800  more  pounds  of  rice,  1  Chicom  rifle 
and  1  Chicom  grenade. 

Shortly  after  noon,  the  1st  Platoon  started  receiving  fire  from  600  -  700  me¬ 
ters  across  a  rice  naddy.  LT  Rektorik  called  in  a  Falcon  gun  ship  who  suppressed 
the  area  so  that  extraction  could  be  initiated.  By  1330  hours,  the  platoon  had 
returned  by  helicopter  to  Position  WHITE. 

LONG  RANGE  REC0NNAIcl~  *NCE  PATROL  -  E/17TH  CAVALRY 

The  Long  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrol  (IURP)  of  E/17th  Cavalry  consists  of  61 
crack  paratroopers  whose  mission  is  to  scout  15  to  20  '  loraeters  forward  of  the 

CP,  thereby  obtaining  and  relaying  intelligent  information  concerning  terrain, 
enemy  strength  etc.  to  the  ccnmanders.  Nearly  all  LRhPu  are  made  up  of  graduates 
of  either  MACV  School,  Ranger  School  or  Recondo  School  and  are  highly  skilled  in 
the  techniaues  of  jungl«  survival  and  guerrilla  warfare. 
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The  Patrol  is  commanded  by  CPT  Allan  B,  Phillips,  a  graduate  of  West  Point 
Military  Academy  and  a  native  of  North  Borwi'-k,  Maine,  The  men,  while  on  patrol 
wear  camouflaged  fatigues  and  soft  hats.  They  are  armed  with  M-l6'a  and  M-3 
grease  guna  equipped  with  home-made  silencers.  They  also  carry  a  blood  expansion 
unit  as  all  the  men  have  had  1st  Aid  experience  and  training. 

The  Patrols  themselves  are  made  up  t  f  6  man  team3  consisting  of  1  patrol 
leader,  an  assistant  patrol  leader,  1  P.TO,  1  senior  scout  and  2  additional  scouts. 
They  rely  almost  solely  on  helicopters  for  deployment  since  they  are  usually  placed 
in  areas  of  unknown  VC  strength.  These  small  well  rounded  patrolling/ reconnaissance 
units  perform  an  invaluable  service  to  the  Cavalry  Troop  and  the  Brigade  as  a  whole 
in  supplying  information  necessary  for  the  introduction  of  larger  Infantry  elements. 

During  the  first  part  of  Operation  CEDAR  FALLS,  the  LRRP  remained  airborne 
almost  constantly,  making  bomb  strike  assessments.  On  the  12th  and  13th  they  were 
involved  in  tunnel  search  missions.  CPT  Phillips  asked  for  and  was  subsequently 
granted  permission  to  rejoin  the  Cavalry  Troop.  They  conducted  operations  with 
the  Cav  on  the  14th  of  January,  this  time,  however,  their  mission  was  the  sane  as 
the  other  platoons. 

At  1029  hours,  the  LRRF  was  dropped  at  XT  680321  with  the  mission  of  searching 
along  the  canal  heading  northeast.  One  element  of  the  LRRP  moved  in  from  the  north¬ 
west  and  commenced  patrolling  along  the  canal  bank.  They  soon  ran  across  three 
elderly  men  (50  -  60  years  of  age).  The  men  displayed  their  ID  cards  and  bowed 
respectfully,  SP4  Edmond  D.  Smith  had  them  evacuated  immediately  and  movement  was 
continued  down  the  canal.  The  11th  ACR  was  working  on  the  opposite  ■.ide  at  this 
time. 


Along  the  way,  SP4  Smith's  element  observed  a  Vietnamese  off  to  their  left 
working  in  a  rice  ^addy.  They  called  out  to  the  man  just  a3  he  dove  into  the  rice 
paddy.  The  moment  fire  was  placed  on  him,  a  secondary  explosion  occurred.  It 
appeared  as  though  the  VC  were  about  to  tos3  the  grenade  into  the  midst  of  tne 
patrol,  however,  his  attempt  was  aborted.  The  scouts  entered  the  rice  field  to 
confirm  the  KIA.  The  water  in  the  paddy  was  chest  deep  in  some  places  and  made 
navigation  extremely  difficult.  The  search  was  then  directed  to  the  woodlune. 

Shortly  thereafter,  the  p  .trol  linked  up  with  another  LRRP  element  at  XT  693238  which 
reported  negative  contact,  however,  they  did  discover  one  VC  body,  who  had  apparently 
been  killed  a  day  or  two  earlier. 

At  1041  hours,  a  twelve  man  patrol  at  XT  721222  found  an  extremely  large  cache 
of  polished  rice  while  moving  north  along  a  canal.  After  the  destruction  was  com¬ 
pleted,  they  moved  400  meters  toward  the  SONG  SAIGON.  "Hot  Stuff"  had  reported 
seeing  a  55  gallon  drum  in  this  area.  The  drum  was  easily  found,  along  with  a 
hootch  built  on  stilts  over  the  canal,  a  rice  cache,  a  30'  sampan  with  an  inboard 
diesel  engine  and  3  smaller  sampans.  It  took  30  minutes  to  destroy  the  225  -  TOO 
pound  bags  of  paddy  rice  and  the  40  -  100  pound  bags  of  polished  rice. 

At  1256  hours,  the  patrol  became  airborne  to  coordinates  XV  ?  .5213 -  A  "Hot 
Stuff"  report  perpetrated  this  movement,  yet  nothing  was  discovered  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  area.  The  patrol  then  crossed  two  canal  s  and  at  XT  /j.22i2  they  discovered 
15  samoans,  an  outboard  motor  and  a  half  dozen  hootches,  ail.  of  which  were  de¬ 
stroyed,  The  natrol3  were  ail  extracted  by  1507  hour.-  completing  the  day's  acti¬ 
vities  . 
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On  lb  January,  the  LRRP  worked  with  the  Chemica*  Detachments  in  tunnel  search 
and  destruction.  The  following  day.  Major  Sutton  received  the  order  to  conduct 
both  day  time  search  and  destroy  operations  in  addition  to  night  time  amb  ;sh  pa¬ 
trols.  On  the  nights  of  the  16th  and  17th  of  January,  the  Cav’s  LRRP  set  ambush 
patrols  near  the  bridge  encountered  two  days  Dreviously  by  the  2d  Platoon  (XT  715- 
?  2ft). 


NIGHT  AMBUSH  -  16  JANUARY  1967 

At  1438  hours,  a  twelve  man  patrol  led  by  SGT  Michael  J,  Howard  iniiltrated 
the  area  (XT  715228)  where  a  heavily  used  footbridge  was  located,  Tne  ambush  was 
set  uo  in  such  a  manner  that  both  the  trail  and  the  canal  could  be  covered  thoroughly. 
The  patrol  was  armed  with  claymore  mines,  M-60  machineguns,  M-16  rifles  and  han l 
grenades.  The  ambush  site  itself  stretched  over  a  one  hundred  meter  area  (see 
Annex  1  for  ambush  positions). 

By  1500  hours,  the  ambush  was  ready.  The  men  therefore  lay  motionless,  ob¬ 
serving  strict  silence  while  waiting  for  nightfall.  At  1919  hours,  a  VC  was  seen 
approaching  the  bridge  from  the  northwest.  Ail  was  still  until  the  man  *aikea 
into  the  killing  zone  and  the  squad  opened  up,  killing  the  VC  instantly. 

At  201?  hours,  another  VC  approached  the  ambush  using  the  same  route  as  his 
unfortunate  predecessor,  however,  owing  to  the  darkness,  he  was  undetected  until  he 
was  in  the  center  of  the  killing  zone.  Several  rounds  rang  out  at  the  VC  but  with 
negative  effect.  He  then  brandished  a  fragmentary  grenade,  but  before  he  could 
through  it,  another  burst  of  fire  rang  out.  The  VC  dropped  out  of  sight  moaning 
in  pain.  His  pain  cea3ed  when  his  own  grenade  exploded  beneath  him. 

Between  the  first  rnd  second  encounter,  several  lights  were  observed  flashing 
on  and  off,  apparently  some  sort  of  3ignal.  This  second  VC  was  more  than  likely  a 
scout  sent  to  check  out  the  situation  at  the  bridge,  imp.ying  that  perhaps  a  larger 
force  was  anxious  to  use  the  crossing. 

It  was  not  long  after  the  second  VC  was  killed  than  neire3  were  heard  followed 
by  heavy  enemv  fire,  seemingly  from  all  directions.  An  estimated  15  "C  were  in¬ 
volved  in  the  fire  fight.  They  had  seemingly  infiltrated  through  the  3ame  route 
across  the  bridge. 

At  this  time,  SP4  Collins,  on  the  southern  side  of  the  canal,  was  hit  by  ene&y 
fire.  All  patrol  members  were  virtually  pinned  down  to  their  positions  and  the 
brush  was  too  thick  to  move  without  being  detected.  Grenades  were  thrown  to  hamper 
the  enemy  fire  temoorarily  so  that  SP4  Phillips  and  SPi.  Mcye  could  regroup  in  order 
to  reach  the  wounded  man.  As  their  ammunition  was  beginning  to  run  seriously  low, 
the  fire  died  down  and  communication  was  made  to  the  elements  0:1  the  north  side  of 
the  canal  informing  them  of  the  casualty.  SGT  Howard  crossed  the  canax  to  give 
assistance  to  the  two  men  as  fire  ceased  altogether  on  the  other  side. 

When  he  reached  Phillips  and  Moye,  he  gave  them  a  pocket-type  flashlight  to 
aid  the  wounded  Collins.  He  then  radioed  back  to  SGT  Bolen  that  two  men  were 
needed  for  security  while  First  Aid  was  being  administered .  SPa  Taylor  and  SPi. 

Curtis  immediately  crossed  the  canal. 

Initially,  Phillips  detected  only  one  sraa-cl  wound  in  SP4  Collin's  cheek,  yet 
he  appeared  to  be  in  shock.  The  wounded  man  was  iifted  onto  the  dike  where  Phillips 
performed  mouth  to  mouth  resuscitation  until  the  Dustcff  shio  arrived  10  minutes 
liter,  A  trip  flare  was  employed  tc  guide  the  evacuation  ship  into  the  area,  SGT 
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Howard  and  Specialists  Curtis  and  Phillips  carried  the  wounded  man  across  the  rice 
paddy  to  the  waiting  helicopter.  The  chest  high  mud,  the  darkness  and  wet  .. ia.de  the 
task  near  impossible  yet  they  managed  to  maneuver  to  tiie  .‘hip  and  the  wounded  man 
was  evacuated. 

The  men  then  returned  to  their  positions  where  all  was  quiet  until  2237  hours 
vhc.n  2  VC  wandered  directly  in  front  of  SP4  McDonald's  M-60  machinegun.  Detecting 
something  wrong,  the  two  VC  stopped  and  exchanged  a  few  words  before  McDonald  fired 
but  tha  weapon  jammed.  SGT  Howard,  a  few  meters  away,  immediately  fired  his  M-16 
however,  it  too  malfunctioned  due  to  the  mud  acquired  during  the  evacuation  of  SP4 
Collins.  Seeing  this,  SGT  Bolen  opened  up  with  his  M-16  killing  one  VC  instantly. 
The  second  VC  was  wounded  and  tried  to  escape  ove^  the  dike,  down  the  canal.  SGT 
Bolen  left  his  position  and  pursued  the  enemy  to  the  brush  at  the  water' 3  edge  and 
completed  the  job.  The  VC  were  armed  with  one  carbine  and  one  (’hicom  sub-machine- 
gun.  After  this,  there  were  no  more  contacts,  however  movement  was  heard  until 
around  0400  hours.  Five  hours  later,  the  platoon  was  extracted  without  incident. 

SP4  Collins  died  in  the  hospit.il  7  days  later.  The  bullet  he  received  pierced 
his  cheek  and  lodged  in  his  brain.  The  19  year  old  native  of  Houston,  Texas  had 
soent  the  last  19  months  in  Vietnam. 

NIGHT  AMBUSH  -  17  JANUARY  1967 

A  12-man  ambush  patrol  led  by  SGT  Harold  Kaiama  of  Honolulu,  Hawaii,  infiltra¬ 
ted  to  XT  717227  at  181*8  hours  on  17  January.  SGT  Kaiama  positioned  hi3  unit  north 
of  a  bridge  on  the  west  side  of  the  canal.  This  was  essentially  the  same  site 
employed  in  the  previous  night's  ambush,  however,  on  the  night  of  the  sixteenth, 
the  ambush  was  located  south  and  west  of  the  bridge,  with  a  security  element  across 
the  canal  to  the  south. 

On  the  ambush  of  the  17th  of  January,  there  was  a  mi3understandiiig  between  SGT 
K.iama  and  assistant  team  leader  SSG  Vigo.  Sergeant  Vigo  was  under  the  mis-jneep- 
tion  that  he,  along  with  SP4  Smith  (M-16)  and  SP4  Wilkinson  (M-16)  were  to  be  posi¬ 
tioned  south  of  the  bridge.  Once  the  ambush  was  set,  no  corrective  action  could 
be  teken  since  strict  silence  measures  had  to  be  observed.  Claymore  mines  were 
employed  to  the  southwest  and  north  of  their  position  owing  to  tho  lack  cf  rear 
security  (s^e  Annex  2). 

All  was  still  until  2030  hours  when  SP4  Smith  on  the  left  flank  security 
spotted  7  VC,  20  to  30  meters  from  the  bridge.  When  the  VC  reached  the  bank,  SGT 
Vigo  and  SP4  Smith  opened  fire  on  the  unsuspecting  enemy.  The  VC  were  unable  to 
determine  the  direction  of  fire  and  in  the  confusion,  one  VC  was  killed  and  a 
second  was  wounded,  falling  from  the  dike  out  of  sight. 

Later  that  night,  SGT  Kaiama,  utilizing  a  starlight  scope,  spotted  2  VC  ap¬ 
proximately  10  meters  free  SP4  Miller's  light  machinegun  position.  He  radioed 
the  information  to  the  gunner,  who  immediately  opened  fi  r»  The  results  were 
undetermined  at  this  time  due  to  the  darkness,  however,  two  VC  KIA  were  found  while 
searching  the  area  the  next  morning. 

The  last  incident  occurred  between  1920  and  2000  hours  when  SGT  Kaiama  again 
spotted  an  undetermined  number  of  people  to  his  front  with  the  starlight  scope, 

SP4  Rosson  and  SP4  Dapello  fired  6  volleys  of  M-79's  toward  the  people,  the  sigh¬ 
ting  being  provided  by  SGT  Kaiama.  In  the  morning,  4  VC  dead  were  found  in  the 
area  of  fire. 
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The  ambush  patrol  met  with  no  opposition  throughout  the  night.  One  M-79  or 
possibly  a  6Qan  mortar  round  was  received  at  one  time,  however,  it  produced  nega¬ 
tive  results.  The  ambush  patrol  was  highly  successful,  having  a  total  of  5  VC 
KIA  (BC)  and  an  estimated  2  more  KIA  with  friendly  forces  sustaining  no  casual¬ 
ties.  The  patrol  was  extracted  frcn  this  position  at  1000  hours,  18  January. 


RESULTS 

OF  OPERATION 

JEDAR  FALLS  -  E/I7th  CAVALRY 

12  January  1967 

13  January  1967 

VC  Killed  by  Body  Count  . 

0  0  0  0  6 

VC  Killed  by  Body  Count  . 

000 

17 

VC  Captured  ....... 

....  3 

VC  Captured  . 

000 

33 

Huts/Bunkers  Destroyed  . 

....  4 

Huts/Bunkars  Destroyed  . 

0  0  0 

1 

Sampans  Destroyed  .... 

....  2 

Weapons  Captured  .  .  .  . 

0  0  0 

5 

Weapons  Captured  .... 

0  0  0  0  1 

Ammo  Captured  (sm  arms)  . 

150  mds 

Anno  Captured  (om  arms)  . 

,  53  mds 

Rice  Destroyed  ..... 

.  900 

lbs 

Rice  Destroyed  . 

.  1500  lbs 

Claymores  Captured  .  .  . 

000 

3 

Grenades  Captured  .  .  . 

000 

1 

Rucksacks  Captured  .  .  . 

000 

7 

Medical  Supplies  Captured 

.  .  5 

lbs 

Weapons  Captured  .... 

0  0  0 

4 

14  January  1967 

15  January  1967 

VC  Killed  by  Body  Count  . 

.  ...  12 

VC  Killed  by  Body  Count  . 

0  0  0 

1 

VC  Captured  ....... 

.  ...  9 

Huts/Bunkers  Destroyed  . 

0  0  0 

16 

Huts /Bunkers  Destroyed  . 

0*00  6 

Sampans  Destroyed  .... 

0  0  0 

11 

Sampans  Destroyed  .... 

....  22 

Sampan  Motors  Captured  . 

0  0  0 

1 

Weaoons  Captured  .... 

....  2 

Rice  Destroyed  ..... 

.  7t  tons 

Anno  Captured  ...... 

,  150  mds 

Rucksacks  Captured  .  .  . 

•  •  • 

1 

Rice  Destroyed  ..... 

41.5  tons 

Claymores  Captured  ,  .  . 

000 

8 

Sampan  Outboard  motors  . 

0000  A 

Gasoline  Destroyed  .  .  . 

.  50 

gal 

Rucksacks  Captured  .  .  , 

...»  8 

Grenades  Captured  .  .  , 

....  2 

TNT  Captured  ...... 

.  .  15  lbs 

Fertilizer  Destroyed  .  . 

.  1150  lbs 

Documents  ........ 

.  .  Many 

16  January  1967 

17  January  1967 

VC  Killed  by  Body  Count  . 

....  9 

VC  Killed  by  Body  Count  . 

000 

12 

VC  Captured  . 

....  2 

VC  Captured  ....... 

000 

2 

Huts/Bunkers  Destroyed  . 

0000  3 

Huts/Bunkers  Destroyed  . 

000 

5 

Sampans  Destroyed  .... 

0000  6 

Sampans  Destroyed  .... 

000 

3 

Sampan  Motors  Captured  . 

....  2 

Weapons  Captured  .... 

0  0  0 

5 

Rucksacks  Captured  .  .  . 

0  0  0  0  1 

Sampan  Motors  Captured  . 

0  0  0 

1 

Rice  Destroyed  ..... 

.  .  5  tons 

Rice  Destroyed  . 

5700 

lbs 

Medical  Supplies  Captured 

.  .  5  lbs 

Medical  Supplies  Captured 

.  .15 

lbs 

Rucksacks  Captured  .  .  , 

0  0  0 

2 

TNT  Captured  ...... 

.  25 

lbs 

Base  Camp  (Sqd  Size)  .  . 

0  0  0 

1 

16 
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IS  January  1967 


VC  Killed  by  Body  Count  ......  8 

VC  KIA  by  Arty  Called  by  E/l7th  .  .  5 

Huts/Bunkers  Destroyed  .  2 

Sampans  Destroyed  .  6 

Weapons  Captured  .  2 

Anno  Captured  (sm  arms)  ...  25  rnds 

20  January  1967 

VC  Killed  by  Body  Count  ......  9 

Sampans  Destroyed  .........  1 

Weaoons  Captured  ......  .  .  2 

Anno  Captured  (sm  arms)  .  .  .  200  rnds 
Grenades  Captured  .........  2 


25  February  1967 


19  January  1967 


VC  Killed  by  Body  Count . 9 

VC  Captured  . . 4 

Huts/Bunkers  Destroyed  .....  2 

Weapons  Captured  ........  2 

Rice  Destroyed  ......  1200  lbs 

21  January  1967 

VC  Killed  by  Body  Count . 1 

Huts/Bunkers  Destroyed . 24 

Sampans  Destroyed  ,  .  .  6 

Weapons  Captured . .  1 

Claymores  Captured  . . 1 

TNT  Captured . 15  lbs 

Documents . Many 


TOTALS 

VC  KIA:  E/l7th  Cavalry  4  Supporting  Aircraft 

Aero  Scouts  ........  .  5 

Gun  Ships . . .  5 


Ground  Elements  .  .  .  . 

TOTAL 

Enemy  Captured  .  , 

Suspects  Detained  .  .  . 
Weapons  Captured  .  .  . 
Sampans  Destroyed  .  .  .  , 
Huts  Destroyed  .  .  .  .  , 
Rice  Destroyed  .  .  .  .  , 
Documents  ........ 

Sampan  Engines  .  .  .  .  , 


. 73 

. 25 

. 13 

. 21 

. 22 

. 38 

132  tons  (approx) 
.  40  lbs  (a,  prox) 
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AVBE-SC  25  February  1967 

/  SUBJECT:  Small  Unit  Actions  -  2/5031  Infant-/ 


»C"  C  CMP  ANY ,  2D  BATTALION,  503P  INFANTRY 

On  8  January  1967,  the  2d  Battalion,  503d  Infantry  was  deployed  from  Camp 
Zinn  at  the  1731  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  base  camp  at  BIEN  HOA  to  a  staging 
area  at  PHU  LOI.  Fran  this  point,  the  Battalion  was  lifted  to  the  forward  assem¬ 
bly  area  at  Point  BLUE  (XT  828829)  employing  30  helicopters.  They  remained  there 
until  0930  hours  on  9  January  1967.  The  troops  were  given  a  general  orientation 
as  to  their  mission  prior  to  their  departing  BIEN  HOA. 

On  9  January,  the  Battalion  landed  at  two  LZ's  (XT  6737  &  XT  6736)  and  the 
seoarate  companies  were  arranged  as  shown  in  Annex  3.  The  Companies  were  given 
the  mission  of  patrolling,  forming  blocking  positions  and  setting  up  night  am¬ 
bushes. 

Logistically,  ComDany  "C"  was  f.rmed  as  follcera:  each  rifleman  was  armed  with 
an  M-16  rifle  with  400  rounds  of  ammunition  as  a  basic  load,  2  smoke  grenades  and 
2  fragmentary  grenades.  There  were  two  M-60  machineguns  per  platoon,  each  gunner 
carrying  a  total  of  1,500  rounds  of  7.62ran  ammunition.  In  addition,  each  3quad  had 
2  M-79's  with  45  rounds  per  grenadier  and  generally  2  claymore  mines,  depending 
uoon  the  mission.  The  compsrv  as  a  whole  was  equipped  with  three  (3 )  81imn  mortars 
with  30  rounds  per  mortar.  Each  individual  carried  three  C-Ration  meals  while  on 
operations. 

At  1115  hours,  9  January,  Company  C  landed  at  the  LZ  and  immediately  estab¬ 
lished  a  blocking  position.  Captain  Thomas  P.  Carney,  Company  Commander,  moved 
to  the  right  flank  to  make  coordination  with  the  CO  of  B/.l/l6th  Infantry  which  was 
operating  to  the  north.  After  this  was  completed,  the  3  platoons  established  de¬ 
fense  positions  along  an  ox  cart  road  west  of  the  SONG  TH1  TIEN.  The  AO  was  pri¬ 
marily  Jungle  with  the  exception  of  an  area  which  had  been  defoliated  within  the 
last  year.  B/l/l6th  Infantry,  located  200  meters  to  tl  e  north  of  the  coordination 
point,  had  established  a  defense  perimeter,  whereas  C/2/5Q3d  Infantry  was  on  a  line 
defense.  CPT  Carney  and  CPT  Wilson  (B/l/l6th  Infantry  CO)  decided  that  ambush  pa¬ 
trols  would  be  placed  on  the  overgrown  trail  in  the  western  portion  of  the  2d 
Battalion  A0.  See  Annex  3. 

Shortly  after  the  3  platoons  had  established  a  defense  perimeter,  patrolo 
were  sent  out  to  search  the  imnediate  area  for  signs  of  the  VC  and  likely  ambush 
sites.  The  3d  Platoon  soon  discovered  a  hut  with  a  small  tunnel/bomb  shelter 
attached.  The  hootch  had  been  inhabited  very  recently,  for  freshly  cooked  rice 
was  found.  Further  search  of  the  area  revealed  a  hole  containing  12  bicycles  and  a 
concrete  platform  with  200  pounds  of  polished  rice.  Everything  was  destroyed,  with 
the  exception  of  the  bicycles  which  now  provide  transportation  to  the  men  of  "Charlie" 
Company  while  in  base  camp. 

The  weapons  platoon,  consisting  of  33  men,  screened  the  rear  of  the  Ccmpapy 
CP  finding  nothing  save  one  small  hootch.  After  it  was  destroyed,  the  platoon 
moved  further  east  towards  the  THI  TINH  River,  running  into  an  unfordable  stream. 

They  then  returned  to  the  company  base  area. 

In  addition,  each  of  the  3  Platoons  sent  out  squad  sized  patrols  to  recon- 
noiter  the  front  of  the  perimeter  since  there  was  a  100  meter  gap  between  platoons. 

The  Companies  also  employed  thr^e  man  observation  posts  during  the  hours  of  dark¬ 
ness. 


SGT  Nathaniel  King,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  was  in  charge  of  the  patrol  from 
the  1st  Platoon.  When  they  returned  to  tre  CP,  SGT  King  reported  finding  2  fox¬ 
holes  showing  no  signs  of  recent  use.  He  also  reported  finding  a  footpath  running 
parallel  to  the  overgrown  trail  in  the  western  portion  of  the  A0,  Although  the  trail 
displayed  no  signs  of  recent  use,  the  small  foot  path  to  the  right  was  heavily  tra¬ 
veled,  probably  because  it  could  not  be  observed  fran  the  air,  SGT  King's  patrol 
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followed  the  Dath  back  to  the  CP  where  he  relayed  this  information. 

All  patrols  returned  to  the  CP  by  1630  hours.  A-Rations  and  a  .50  caliber 
■achinegun  were  brought  in  at  this  time  and  the  company  settled  down  to  warn  chow. 
At  1500  hours,  1LT  Mllip  Hayden  was  told  to  conduct  a  night  ambush  300  meters 
south  of  the  Company's  position.  SGT  Julius  Brown  was  to  be  in  charge  of  the  pa¬ 
trol. 


At  apnroximate ly  1940  hours,  an  outpost  located  between  the  2d  and  3d  platoon 
positions  made  enemy  contact.  SGT  Frank  Bothwell,  SP4  Walter  Johnson  and  PFC  Joseph 
Russo  were  the  three  men  at  the  post.  They  moved  into  position  shortly  after  night¬ 
fall,  situating  themselves  3  meten  from  one  another  in  a  triangular  position,  there¬ 
by  facilitating  easy  cocmunicatior  in  addition  to  360°observation.  The  terrain  was 
flat,  consisting  of  elephant  gras 3  and  bamboo. 

The  men  lay  quietly  in  the  prone  position,  until  they  detected  movement  50 
meters  to  their  front  right  flank,  seemingly  approaching  the  OP.  Their  vision  was 
obstructed  by  the  elephant  grass  and  being  in  the  prone  position,  they  could  nop 
move  withoi  t  being  detected.  XT  Bothwell  could  not  get  to  his  hi— 2.6  since  he  was 
in  a  position  that  any  movement  whatsoever  couta  be  fatal.  He  therefore  prepared 
to  throw  a  fragmentary  grenade  in  the  direction  of  the  approaching  VC. 

SP4  Johnson  was  in  such  peeitioa  to  obebnre  the  VC,  however  he  knew  that  he 
must  come  to  a  sitting  position  to  tire,  thereby  exposing  himself.  The  SOP  for 
the  outpost  was  not  to  fire  unless  absolutely  necessary.  As  the  enemy  came  closer, 
Johnson  realized  that  there  could  be  no  time  more  necessary  than  now. 

lis  darted  up  into  a  sitting  position  and  fired  approximately  5  rounds  before 
his  weapon  janmed.  As  he  applied  immediate  action,  a  grenade  exploded  and  Johnson 
took  a  fragment  in  the  neck.  At  this  time,  SGT  Bothwell  let  loose  with  his  grenade, 
which  he  had  been  holding  with  the  pin  out  for  3  seconds,  hoping  the  grenade  would 
explode  upon  imoact.  Unfortunately,  tne  grenade  went  off  while  in  flight,  raining 
fragments  back  to  the  OP.  PFC  Rus30  caught  a  fragment  in  the  hand  and  was  unable 
to  fire  his  M-79.  Bothwell  radioed  back  to  the  CP  informing  them  of  the  casualties, 
then  SDrayed  the  area  with  M-16  fire  and  made  a  rapid  retreat  aiding  Johnson  and 
Russo. 

Upon  returning  to  the  CP,  the  two  wounded  men  were  evacuated  at  the  advise  of 
the  Company  Medic.  The  wound  in  Johnson's  neck,  although  not  serious,  was  very  close 
to  the  juglar  vein.  The  Dustoff  ship  arrived  and  picked  up  the  men  25  minutes  later. 

By  this  time,  the  ambush  oatrcl  was  in  position,  CPT  Carney  had  received 
reports  from  A./2/5Q3d  Infantry  and  B/l/l6th  Infantry  that  movement  was  detected  near 
their  Company  CP's.  With  this  in  mind,  he  warned  SGT  Brown's  ambush  to  keep  on  the 
alert  for  infiltrating  Viet  Cong. 

The  ambush  oatrol  had  left  the  CP  at  1900  hours  and  moved  south  along  the  foot 
path.  They  passed  their  ambush  site  and  backtracked  tc  it,  thereby  confusing  any 
enemy  element?  that  might  be  following  their  trail.  The  site  was  chosen  because  of 
the  cover  available  and  the  indications  that  the  path  was  ireouently  traveled  at 
this  ooint.  There  were  nine  men  on  the  patroi,  6  armed  with  M-16's,  2  armed  with 
M-79'a  and  one  (l)  M-60  machinegun  (see  Annex  3).  The  patrol  maintained  radio  si- 
xence,  however,  a  predesignated  break  souelch  system  was  employed  as  follows:  1 
break  -  negative  contact,  2  breaks  -  involved  in  action,  3  breaks  -  enemy  casualties, 
4  breaks  -  friendly  casualties1,  5  breaks  -  numerous  VC  in  the  area. 
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At  1945  hours,  the  patrol  heard  fire  issuing  from  SGT  Bothwell's  G.1  pre¬ 
viously  mentioned.  Another  warning  was  issued  shortly  thereafter.  The  patrol, 
on  full  alert,  lay  in  anticipation  of  enemy  movement. 

At  2045  hours,  several  sounds  of  movement  were  heart  to  the  northeast  of 
the  ambush  site.  PFC  Gary  Gaura  became  anxious  when  hearing  the  movement  and 
crawled  to  SGT  Brown's  position  a  few  meters  away  to  ask  him  what  should  be  done. 
SGT  Brcwn  told  him  to  do  nothing  and  be  still.  When  Baura  crawled  back  to  his 
position,  he  coughed,  and  the  enemy  movement,  which  was  now  only  15  nsters  away, 
halted  sharply.  The  VC  remained  motionless  for  approximately  10  minutes,  and  then 
moved  on  around  the  patrol's  killing  zone.  PFC  Baura  counted  IS  silhouettes.  They 
crossed  the  trail,  avoiding  the  ambush,  yet  they  still  remained  in  the  immediate 
area. 


At  2230  hours,  the  column  of  men  moved  further  to  the  west,  out  of  range 
and  sight.  15  minutes  later,  machinegun  fire  was  heard;  apparently  B/l/l6th  In¬ 
fantry  elements  had  encountered  the  VC.  At  2300  nours,  a  straggler  wandered  di¬ 
rectly  into  the  ambush  site.  Again  someone  coughed,  alerting  the  VC.  This  time 
however,  there  was  no  chance  for  escape.  PFC  Michael  Farmer,  an  M-16  man  on  the 
southeast  portion  of  the  ambush  observed  the  silhouette  and  cut  loose  with  5 
rounds,  wounding  the  VC.  He  lay  on  the  ground  moaning  and  shrieking  in  pain. 

At  this  time,  another  Viet  Cong  straggler  wandered  into  the  ambush.  He  took 
one  look  at  his  wounded  comrade  and  decided  he  wanted  no  part  of  him,  Ab  he 
turned  to  leave,  the  wounded  man  cried  out  once  again.  The  other  VC  decided  to  be 
a  good  Samaritan  and  turned  about  (almost  tripping  over  an  M-60  machinegun)  retur¬ 
ning  to  the  wounded  man.  He  then  sprayed  the  area  with  AK-47  fire,  having  a  nega¬ 
tive  effect  on  the  patrol. 

The  VC  then  leaned  over  his  wounded  comrade  and  lit  a  candle  which  brilliantly 
illuminated  both  men.  Immediately  after  this  was  done,  PFC  Michael  Hill  cut  loose 
with  his  M-60,  however,  the  machinegun  malfunctioned.  Simultaneously,  PFC  Martin 
C,  Norman  bore  down  on  the  two  VC  with  his  M-16.  The  candle  went  out  and  all  was 
quiet . 


Silence  was  maintained  until  the  morning  when  the  two  KIA  were  confirmed. 

Two  AK-47  weapons  were  found  with  the  bodies,  and  among  their  personal  items  was 
found  a  document  containing  the  crypto  for  the  Military  Region  4  Headquarters. 

This  document  proved  to  be  extremely  important  and  directly  led  to  the  capture  ol' 
a  high  official  in  the  MR-4.  The  second  VC  was  obviously  a  courier  whose  job  was 
to  transport  important  documents. 

At  0630  hours,  the  ambush  patrol  moved  out  of  the  area  and  proceded  by  foot 
to  the  Company  CP.  The  documents  captured  frem  the  Viet  Cong  courier  turned  out  to 
be  one  of  the  most  significant  finds  of  the  Operation, 

NIGHT  AMBUSH  -  1ST  PLATOON  -  B/2/503P  INFANTRY  -  15  JANUARY  1967 

1LT  Donald  B.  Feedham,  the  1st  Platoon  Leader  received  a  mission  from  the 
Ccmoany  Commander,  CPT  Ken  Aaplal',  to  establish  2  ambush  sites  along  HIGHWAY  14 
on  the  night  of  15  January  1967.  After  due  consideration  was  made  to  likely  am¬ 
bush  sites,  Lieutenant  Feedham  decided  to  Diace  the  two  ambushes  at  XT  706251  and 
XT  712248.  He  then  divided  his  31  man  platoon  into  two  groups  of  16  and  15  men. 

The  ambushes  will  be  covered  seDarately  and  will  be  denoted  as  SITE  I  and  SITE  II. 
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SUBJECT:  Small  Unit  Actions  -  2/5Q3d  Infantry 

SITE  I 


Staff  Sergeant  J.  Marlow  was  the  NCO  in  charge  of  the  first  ambush  which 
went  into  Dosition  500  -  6C0  meters  from  the  Battalion  CP  along  HIGHWAY  14.  There 
were  four  fighting  positions  in  the  patrol  (See  Annex  4). 

Tho  first  position  was  located  furtiest  north  and  was  equipped  with  an  M-60 
machinegun.  SGT  Mark  Peterson  was  in  charge  of  this  team  which  consited  of  him¬ 
self,  PFC  Malvin  Tomlin  (Machinegunner)  and  PFC  Raymond  S.  Cassidy.  There  was  also 
a  radio  at  this  point. 

The  second  position  was  located  30  -  40  meters  southeast  of  the  first  posi¬ 
tion  and  consisted  of  4  men,  3  or  them  being  armed  with  M-16's  and  1  man  armed 
with  an  M-79.  SP4  Bly  was  in  charge  of  this  position. 

The  thirf*  position  consisted  of  5  men,  located  approximately  40  meters  south¬ 
east  of  the  second  position,  SGT  Marlow  was  in  charge  of  this  group  and  was  armed 
with  an  M-16  rifle.  The  RTO  for  the  patrol,  PFC  Fred  Scerola  was  also  at  this 
point  in  addition  to  SGT  Clarence  Blackshear  (M-16),  PFC  Tommy  Amos  (M-16  and  Star¬ 
light  Scope)  and  the  M-79  grenadier,  SP4  Thomas  Hatcher.  The  4th  Position  was  lo¬ 
cated  40  meters  southeast  of  the  3d  position,  very  near  the  Junction  of  HICHWAY  14 
«nd  a  small  heavily  traveled  footpath. 

The  patrol  was  in  position  by  1920  hours,  observing  strict  silence.  Each 
fighting  position  remained  on  full  alert  through*,  the  night.  On  several  occa¬ 
sions,  the  men  thought  they  heard  voices,  however,  it  was  hard  to  distinguish 
whether  or  not  it  was  in  fact  voices  or  the  wind,  which  .as  blowing  at  20  to  30 
knots.  There  was  no  actual  contact  until  early  the  next  morning. 

At  0630  hours,  SGT  Routt,  at  Position  4,  spotted  3  VC  at  the  trail/road  junc¬ 
tion,  beginning  to  cross  the  Highway.  It  was  still  ^uite  dark  at  this  time  and  vi¬ 
sibility  was  poor,  so  rather  than  fire  immediately  at  the  indastinct  figures,  SGT 
Routt  olew  his  claymore  mine  which  was  located  at  the  base  of  the  trail.  Then,  the 
entire  patrol  fired  at  tn«  VC  employing  every  weapon  available.  As  it  turned  out, 
the  VC  were  not  detected  earlier  since  the  trip  flare  placed  across  the  trail 
failed  to  function. 

As  it  was  now  becoming  light,  the  patrol  members  took  up  the  pursuit  of  the 
VC,  following  the  trail  on  the  east  side  of  HIGHWAY  14,  The  search  disclosed  one 
Chicoa  B-40,  3.5"  rocket  launcher  and  2  hand  grenades.  The  VC  were  not  found, 
however,  a  significant  blood  trail  was  observed  from  the  point  of  fire  to  150  meters 
down  the  path  where  it  vanished  in  a  field  of  high  grass.  The  patrol  had  by  now 
ventured  into  a  dense  area,  therefore  it  was  decided  to  return  to  the  Battalion 
CP  rather  than  continue  the  pursuit. 

The  patrol  met  with  only  this  one  contact  owing  to  the  fact  the  H  4  I  fires 
were  landing  within  200  meters  of  the  site  throughout  the  night,  keeping  enemy 
elements  out  of  the  area. 


SITE  II 


Ambush  Site  II  was  located  approximately  1400  meters  south  of  Site  I  along 
HIGHWAY  14,  directly  north  of  the  Junction  of  the  Highway  and  a  small  road  running 
at  a  right  angle  (See  Annex  4).  Around  1900  hours,  while  enroute  to  the  ambush 
site,  the  patrol  noticed  several  people  darting  across  the  highway.  Later  they 
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found  an  anti-tank  mine  which  they  disarmed  on  the  spot.  Shortly  thereafter,  a 
hole  was  discovered  off  to  the  side  of  the  Highway  where  someone  had  made  prepa¬ 
rations  for  another  AT  mine.  All  indications  were  that  the  hole  had  been  aban¬ 
doned  only  minutes  earlier,  for  the  earth  was  freshly  dug  and  an  entrenching  tool 
was  left  behind. 

The  patrol  parsed  their  predetermineu  ambush  site,  and  then  backtracked  t-o 
the  rosit.on  as  is  often  done  to  waylay  the  enemy  into  an  ambush  killing  zcne. 

They  established  a  fighting  positions  ind  one  Administrative  position  to  the  rear 
where  Lieutenant  Keedham,  the  Platoon  Sergeant,  Harold  B.  Rowell,  a  medic,  Spi. 
Ernest  Hoover  and  PFC  John  Hayward,  the  RTO  were  .Located,  A  second  radio  was 
located  at  Position  i. 

Between  21.5  ana  2i.'30  hours,  SDa  Leamo.n  Perry  ana  SPt,  Joseph  Carussc  at  Posi¬ 
tion  i  observed  2  VC  heading  in  their  direction.  When  inside  the  killing  zone. 
Specialist  Perry  gave  the  word  to  open  lire.  Three  minutes  after  the  fire  had 
ceased,  a  Darty  cf  three  volunteers,  consisting  of  SGT  Thompson,  S ?U  Carusso  and 
PVT  Williams  advanced  to  check  out  the  results. 

They  found  no  bodies  on  the  Highway  where  they  expseted,  so  they  elected  to 
search  the  clearing  cn  the  other  side  of  the  road.  The  three  men  had  covered 
approximate. y  50  meters  when  from  out  of  the  brush,  one  of  the  VC  Jumced  out  to 
assault.  All  three  troope-s  orened  fire  at  almost  point  blank  range,  killing  the 
enemy  instantly. 

The  VC's  body  was  dragged  onto  the  road  where  it  couid  serve  as  a  decoy  for 
apy  others  who  might  happen  by.  The  three  men  then  continued  the  search  of  the 
area  where  the  VC  were  originally  fired  uocn,  discovering  8  bundles  cf  per-  onal 
items  and  several  documents.  They  also  found  a  ,u5  caliber  pistol  and  an  M3  type 
sub-machinegun. 

There  were  no  further  contacts  during  the  night,  however,  on  one  oecassion, 

3  or  L  hana  grenades  were  receive!.  The  fire  was  returned  with  apparent  negative 
results  and  no  friendly  ca-ualties. 

In  the  morning,  the  ambush  patrols  frar.  both  SITE  I  and  SITE  II  linked  up 
and  conducted  a  search  of  the  area.  They  discovered  numerous  bundles  of  personal 
items  indicative  that  a  great  number  of  either  Viet  Cong  cr  Refugees  were  moving 
through  this  area  before  the  introduction  of  the  2d  Battalion,  503d  Infantry. 
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Chieu  Hoi  Aids  Paratroopers 

A  "Chieu  Hoi"  Returnee  who  volunteered  to  heln  the  paratroopers  encourage  VC 
to  take  advantage  of  the  amnesty  broadcast  his  aupeal  during  Operation  CEDAR  FALIE 
He  and  his  brother,  both  former  VC,  reunited  under  the  amnest  program,  voluntarily 
aided  the  Americans  and  were  directly  or  indirectly  responsible  for  the  return  of 
35  Viet  Cong  to  the  Government  cause  during  the  Operations  in  the  IRON  TRIANGLE, 
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The  U>n g  Grey  Lira* 

Four  former  Viet  Cong  walk  through  the  thick  jungle  just  minutes  aft'T  they 
emerged  from  a  tunnel  and  turned  themselves  over  to  the  American  Pur#  t  root  err.  of  the 
173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate),  The  three  women  and  one  man  surrendered  under  the 
Government  of  South  Vietnam's  amnesty  program  of  "Chieu  Hoi"  or  "Open  Arm r." 
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"Chieu  Hoi" 

A  former  Viet  Cong  turned  "Chieu  Hoi"  takes  advantage  of  an  offer  of  clean  clothes, 
soap  and  water  from  paratroopers  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate),  The  Viet¬ 
namese  man  emerged  from  a  tunnel  and  turned  himself  in  to  the  Americans  under  the 
South  Vietnamese  Government's  amnesty  program  of  "Open  Arms",  He  then  volunteered 
to  lead  the  paratroopers  to  a  supply  cache  hidden  deep  withiu  a  tunnel  complex  in  the 
IRON  TRIANGLE  during  Operation  CEDAR  KALIS. 
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"Come  m  Out" 

A  Chieu  Hoi  calls  for  his  comrades  to  cotae  out  of  their  tunnel.  The  Viet.  Cong 
turned  himself  in  to  the  17’d  Airborne  Brigade  (Separate)  under  the  "Chieu  Hoi" 
policy-  The  smo<e  is  used  to  locate  air  vents  and  other  entrances  to  the  intricate 
tunnel  systems. 
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SAFE  CONDUCT  PASS  WRITTEN  IN  THERR  LANGUAGES,  (VIETNAMESE,  ENGLISH,  AND  KOREAN) 


•Ay  tAm  giAy  th&ng  hAnh  c6  giA  tr|  v<ri  tAt  cA  co-quan 

QUAN  CHiNH  VIET.  NAM  CONG  -  H6A  VA  ll/C  -  IIT^NO  »6nG  .  MINH. 
Mn-CONOUCT  nut  TO  M  HOOMIO  BY  AU  VWTMAUIM  OOVtOWCHT  Ml  AC  Its  AND  AUIID  roocit 

oi  ets£39i£fe  as  emso<  siai  ejsb  m mc\. 


•SAFE-CONDUCT  PASS  TO  3E  HONORED  BY  ALL  VIETNAMESE  CCL’£RN:JENT  AGENCIES  AND  ALUED  FORCES 
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THE  MOTHERS  AND  WIVES  WHO  HAVE  CHILDREN  AND  HUSBANDS  AT  THE  VC.  KEEPING  THESE 
PASSES  ISSUED  BY  THE  GOVERNMENT  WITH  PICTURES  ON  THEM  UKE  THIS  LEAFLET.  EACH 
PASS  IS  A  DOCUMENT  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT,  EACH  PASS  HAD  A  REFERENCE  NUMBER.  THESE 
PASSES  ARE  GOOD  FOR  THE  VIET  CONG  WHEN  THEY  WANT  TO  RETURN  TO  THE  GVN,  KEEP  THESE 
PASSES  TO  SAVE  YOUR  CHILDREN  *»*n  YOUR  HUSBANDS  OR  YOUR  COUSIN'S  LIFE.  THESE  SMALL 
PASSES  ARE  BETTER  THAN  GOLD  BECAUSE  l'HET  CAN  SAVE  YOUR  COUSIN'S  LIFE, 

BACK 

THESE  PASSES  ARE  BETTER  THAN  GOLD  BECAUSE  THEY  CAN  SAVE  YOUR  COUSIN'S  LIFE. 

nh an  odi  cic  bA  Mf  vA  vgr  c 6  ch£Tno 
TRONO  hAnO  NOU  Vl|T-C$NO 

H.Ty  cat  uhtfng  tcF  giay  thong  hanh  do  Chinh-ohu  phpn  phat  c6  nhftng  tSfn  hinh  nhd  trong  tcf* 
truyen  ^dn  nfcv.  Mfli  mSl  td  thong  hanh  la  tai  lifu  chinh  thtfc  cua  Chinh -phu,  M6*i  lot  rtddr  drfnh 
so' vi  chinh-thtfc  ghi  v3o  so.  Nhufrrg  gia£  thong  hanh  nay  se  c 6  g;a  tn  oho  nhihig  oan*b6  Vlct- 
Cong  khi  mu5n  dung  de*tr<*f  ve'phia  C’hinh  *phu  Quoc -gia.  Ha>  cSl  gi36  th?t  nhi£\i  glS>  lh3ng  hanh 
d£*ci>u  chfing,  con  ho$c  bgn  be  ma  cac  bit  mu8n  eifu  sar.h-mang  cua  hp.  Hay  cida  cho  h9,  khi  ho 
v£  nha  th5m  vi^rig.  Neu  co  the*  ha>  cam  d£n  cho  I19  Nhifng  U!  gia>  thdng  hanh  be  nh&  nay  co  gia 
tri  hdn  vang  vi'  m£i  tcf  co  th^  iC/u  chf^Jc  sunb-m^ng  ci*a  nhtfng  nguldj  thSn  y?u. 


^£’4  •*»  4  «f»  Ha  0*r  vf 

TWA,  MM.  c4  *4  *, 

.W*4M1M.CU.  F 

»  OM  V*  Hmm  Cft  ! 


It  c< 

|pi  W  >  ?I|  »>>  *A 
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1 


Nhifngtd  GiayThong-Hanh 
cogiatrjhon  vang , 

vfno  co  the zdu  sinhmang  nhungngifbi  than  yea 
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WE  COME  AS  FRIENDS,  WE  ARE  A  MEMBER  OF  THE  US  FORCES  WHO  HAVE  COME  TO  VIETNAM 
TO  HELP  YOU  DEFEAT  THE  VC  AWAY  FROM  YOUR  COUNTRY.  WE  WANT  TO  HELP  YOU  HAVE  A  BETTER 
WAY  OF  LIFE  AND  THE  VC  CAN  NOT  THREATEN  YOU.  YOU  MUST  KELP  US  TO  GET  INFORMATION 
ABOUT  THE  VIET  CONG. 

BACK 

WE  ARE  THE  173D  AIRBORNE  BRIGADE  SOLDIERS.  WE  AND  THE  ARVN  FORCES  HAVE  THE 
ACTIVITY  IN  THIS  AREA,  WITH  ALLIED  FORCES  TO  DESTROY  THE  VC  AND  THEIR  BASE  CAMPS. 
WHEN  OUR  UNIT  IS  DESTROYING  THE  VC  FORCES  THE  OTHER  UNITS  WILL  HELP  YOU  REBUILD  YOUR 
VILLAGE. 


- - 


Cliunq  foi  tdi  day  la  nhjng  ngi/Oi  ban.  Chung  (5>i  la  mot  phdn 
cua  Life  LdOng  Hoa  Ky  tdi  Viet  Num  dd  giup  Jd  cac  ban  chien 
thong  bon  Cong  San  x8m  long  xi i  id  cua  cue  ban.  Chung  toi  muon 
duoc  giup  dd  cac  ban  dd  co  mot  dati  song  tot  dgp  hdn  va  kli£ng  bi 
Viet  CAng  khung  bd.  Xin  cac  bon  hoy  giap  dd  chong  *oi  b'et  nhdng 
tin  tde  ve  Viet  Cong. 


Chung  fdi  lo  binh  si  thuic  LD  Doan  173 

Nhfiy  Du  Hoa  Ky.  Don  vi  chung  foi  hien  dang 

hoof  dong  vdi  cac  d<Jn  vi  fhuoc  Quan  Ldc  Vi$t 
Nam  C4ng  Ho'a  vd  Udng  Minh  frong  vung  nay  db 
fieu  diet  Vief  CSng  vd  cac  can  cJ  c5o  chung. 

*  *  *  r»  \ 

Trong  khi  ddn  v’i  chung  foi  tilu  trd  Yi£t  C&ng 

thi  ede  drfn  vi  khoc  lo  kidn  fhiet  34  giup  def 
cac  ban. 
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THESE  ARE  THE  DIRECTIONS  ON  HOW  TO  RETURN  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT . 

1  TAKE  ONE  PASS  OF  GVN  AND  KiEP  IT  tr.ITil  YjU  UNTL  YoU  HAVE  A  CHANGE  TO  RETURN  To 
THE  GVN. 

2.  WHEN  YOU  nRE  WAIT  INC  FUR  A  CHANCE  To  RETURN,  '  ;  NOT  L.  T  THE  VC  KNOW  YlUii  IDEA 

3.  WHEN  YOU  HAVE  A  CHANCE  TO  FiCAP.-.  aT  NIGHT,  YoU  MUST  FIND  A  PLACE  T  HUE  AND 

REPORT  TO  A  GOVERNMENT  SERVICEMAN  DURING  THE  HjUIiS  OF  DAYLIGHT.  HIDINC  YOUR 
WEARJN  BEFORE  YOU  REPORT  AFTER  vOt  HAVE  k!  PORT.-J)  AND  HAVE  SHOWN  THE  SERVICE¬ 
MAN  WHERE  YOU  HAVE  HIDDEN  YOUR  WEAPON  YOU  Gl.T  THE  MONEY. 

A.  WHEN  YOU  HAVE  A  CHANCE  TO  ESCAPE,  DO  SO  RIGHT  AWAY  AND  GO  BACK  TO  YOUR  FAMILY 

5,  KEEP  THE  PASS  ON  YOU  AT  ALL  TIMES  WHITE  WAITING  FOR  A  CHANCE  TO  ESCAPE  OR  WHEN 

SOMEBODY  CAPTURES  YOU,  YOU  COULD  SHOW  THT1  THAT  PASS  AND  EXPLAIN  TO  THEM  YOU 
WERE  GOINC  TO  RETURN  TO  THE  GVN  BIT  DID  NOT  HAVK  A  CHANCE. 

6,  DAYTIME  OR  NIGHT  TIME  BUT  YOU  HAVE  THE  PASS,  W?  WELCOME  YOU. 

BACK 

ATTENTION  VC 

GVN  WILL  PAY  AND  HELP  YoU  WHEN  YOU  COM'  BACK. 

2 4  $VN  for  rice  per  day. 

24  :JVN  for  your  wife 

12  $VN  for  each  child. 

and  some  for  the  other  things  and  we  pay  for  weapons  you  bring  back. 


amc  esc  Ban  Tftcno  nano  w,i7i/u>r  coat. 


Chmh  Phu  V.ftCH  4*  tU4rujthU<)ng  oa  <jtup  ,*••• 

Khi  han  Ird  ve. 

*  24*  hiin  met  ntjay 
*24* mot  nqoy  cho  Od  han 
+  12* cho met  cortcua  /ban 

*  &e  them  cac  Khcan  Khac 

hb»tj  KHI  O/d!  -dan.  t/fj 

4*  etude  t/uidncj  tuy  tfitc  foal . 


V.OI 

E,,  £') 
tap?’  fpr*. 


CLJNG  CAC  BAN  TRONG  flAiNG  NGU  VlfT  CONG 

E3y  la  nhv/ng  lot  kl;uy4n  c3'n  this)  d/  giup  bpn  tr&  ve  v<Ji  Chihh  NghTa  QuSc  ga 

!  Hay  Ifiy  id  thing  hdnh  cua  Chmb  Pbij  Ouoc  G*a  vd  gi!>  c5n  -ihgn  de  cbd 
Cd-h$i  IrcJ  ve 

.  2  'Trcrg  luc  ktin  nhon  end  mgf  cdhft  ft*,  ciJ  t<5  ro  trong  thdnh  voi  bgn  Vift  C^ng  d# 
J  ,r^n^  m9’  H*  n0^'  pC^  cv°  ^9°  c^n3 

^  ;^3/  Khi  cd  d^x  Id  trflh  ngoy  trd  vtf  vdi  g:o  -dinh 

4/  Ne’u  bgn  chi’ cd  iWfron  di  ben  dem,  Itoy  *  m  mpt  ndi  ii  (In  m.nh  Hoy  den  trinh  d-£n  v<Ji  Chihh-quyen  vao  ben 
ngay  Ddu  vu  Vh/m$t  c ho” frt/efe  kb,  rtj  Irir.h  dien  Sou  khi  tnfih  di$n  fcgn  cd  tHi^  ch*  cbo  Chifth  qoylrt  cb6~bgn 
d6u  k Hi  gicti  di  lanh  fh Jc'rg 

5/  lofin  lofin  dou  ky  id  ibfing  hdr.b  frong  ngv/tfi  bgn  di  khi  b3f  ngd  g$p  d,p  co'  fb / tref  v?  v&i  Chtfib  NghTa  hojc  fbtnh 
Irnh  bi  bai  bgn  c6  lb^  ch^‘"g  n-  Id  fcen  ed  ihifn  cb^lrdve  vd'*  g  s  <f.in  \6  Cbinb  f.gb  a  Qu^c  G'O 

6  E3l  lugn  trong  trt/6'ng  K^P  ncdy  cCrg  nhi/dem  nio  cd  »cf  fbSng  VdnS 
Id  c6  ibl' diA/c  hep  d6n  rb>y  rr*f  ngtfcfi  bgn 
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WHEN  YbU  RETURN  TO  THE  GVN,  THE  GVN  GUARANTEES  YOU  A  WARM  WELCGM,  YOU  WILL  BE 
ABLE  TO  RETURN  TO  YoLR  FAMILY.  IF  YOU  OR  YOlK  FAMILY  NEED  MEDICAL  CARE  OR  OTHER  HELI 
THE  GVN  WILL  GIVE  YOU  A  SPECIAL  HELP.  YOU  WILL  HAVE  MONEY  FROM  BOO  $VN  to  20,000  $VN 
DEPENDING  UPON  THE  WEAPONS  YOU  BRING  BACK  WITH  YOU. 

BACK 

YOU  MUST  DO  THIS  TO  RETIRN  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT  SIDE.  YOU  CAN  REPORT  TO  ANY  GVN 
SERVICEMAN  OR  AN  ARVN  OUTPOST.  YOU  ALSO  CAN  REPORT  TO  AN  ARVN  SOLDIER  OR  AN  ALLIED 
FORCES  SERVICEMAN,  THEY  WILL  WELCOME  LdU. 

YOU  MUST  FOLLOW  THE  FOLLOWING  DIRECTIONS  FOR  YOUR  SAFETY : 

1.  HIDE  YOUR  WEAPON  BEFORE  YOU  REPORT,  AE7ER  THAT  YOU  SHOW  ARVN  SOLDIERS  THE  LOCATION 
OF  YOUR  WEAPON  TO  GET  YOUR  REWARD. 

2.  YOU  ALSO  CAN  RETURN  TO  AN  ALLIED  FORCES  SERVICEMAN,  IT  IS  BETTER  FOR  YOU  TO  COME 
DURING  THE  DAYTIME,  PUT  YOUR  HANDS  ON  YOUR  HEAD,  IF  YOU  HAVE  THE  PASS  OR  A  LEAFLET 
THEN  SHOW  THEM. 

3.  YOU  CAN  ALSO  RETURN  WITHOUT  A  PASS  OR  LEAFLET,  YOU  ONLY  NEED  TO  PUT  YuUR  HANDS 
ON  YOUR  HEAD.  LET  ARVN  SOLDIERS  OR  THE  ALLIED  FORCES  SERVICEMAN  KNOW  THAT  YOU  WANT 
TO  RETURN  TO  THE  GVN. 


C UNG  CAC  BAN  TRONG 
HANG  NGU  VilT  C 6NG 

Kni  cae  ban  ir&  ve  von  Chmh  Nghia  Quo’c- 
Gia,  Chmh  Phu  Vi<»t  Nam  Cpng  Hoa  cam  ket  se 
tl2p  Cion  ear  ban  mot  each  nong  hau,  va  se  doi 
xi/  tu-  Ban  se  fli/cfc  tra  ve  doan  ty  vefi  gia- 
dinh.  Neu  ban  va  gia  dinh  can  thuoc  men  hay 
mpt  so  trp  giup  nao  khac  U/ilnh  Phu  se  dac  biet 
giup  da.  Cac  ban  se  di/ac  lanh  thdefng  tu*800  den 
20  ngan  dong  tiiv  theo  loai  vu  khi’ban  mang  ve 

SI1- 1 389 


Hay  theo  nhung  krt  chi  dan  sau  flay  Aef  tra  vol  hang  ngu  Quoc  Gia.  Ban  co  the*flen 
tiep  x(ic  v<5ri  m<3t  vien  chi/c  hay  1  fl6n  bot  Chinh  Phu  Vi£t  Nam  Cong  Hoa.  B^n  cung  co  the* 
ii£n  l^c  v&i  binh  si  Chinh  Phu  Viet  Nam  C<?ng  Hoa  hay  f)ong  Minh.  Ho  se  s5r  sang  Qc.i 


tiep  b^n. 

Trong  rroi  trt/dng  hop,  vi  ly  do  an  ninh,  ban  nen  theo  nhtrng  loi  chi7  dan  stu  flay; 

I  Giau  vu  khi#  mot  chcT  Ha  trinh  dien,  sau  se  dan  binh  sT  Chinh  Phu  Viet  Nam  Cpng 
Hoa  tro»l$i  chS*  giau  fle*  lanh  thu'ung 


2.  Khi  fieri  tiep  xuc  tai  mgt  flon  vi  hay  voi  m$t  vien  churc  co  vo  trang,  n£n  flea  ban 
ngay.  nen  gio  tay  len  ti  thien  chi' cua  ban.  Neu  co  gily  th8ng  hanh  hay  truyen  Cion  eda 
Chmh  Phu  Quoc  Gia  hay  xuat  trinh 

3.  Dau  kh8ng  co  truyen  flon  b^n  van  co  the*tro‘  ve  veri  Chinh  F’hu  Quoc  Gia  Ban  chi* 
can  flu*  hai  tay  len  giup  binh  si  Chmh  Phu  Vi$t  Nam  Cong  Hda  va  Dong  Minh  hieu  ro  / 
mudn  tra  ve'  cua  o^n 
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THE  VC  HAS  BEEN  REDUCED  TO  FORCEFUL  TAXATION  IN  ORDER  TO  EXIST  .  .  .  DESPARATE 
FOR  FOOD  AND  MONEY  THEY  NOW  HAVE  TO  RESORT  TO  TAKING  FOOD  FROM  YOUR  FAMILIES  . 

YOU  AND  YOUR  CHILDREN  MUST  SUFFER  .  .  .  PROTECT  Y'  .  LOVED  ONES  .  .  .  NOTIE7  A  ONCE, 
YOUR  NEAREST  GVN  OR  ALLIED  OFFICIAL  OF  ANY  ATTEMPTED  TAXATION  BY  THE  VC. 

BACK 

ILLUSTRATION  OF  GIANT  VC  BEING  FED  BY  PEASANTS,  (ROBBERY) 
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CONG  BAO  CHU  •  y'  I  DONG  BAO  CHU  •  Y  ! 

B#1  t$n  tqi,  bon  Viol  CSng  3a  phoi  coMng  bo'ch  S4ng  boo 
Song  thoi  cbo  chung.  ...  Vf  QUA  CAN  San  Ijfing  thdc  yo" 
tiSn,  chung  So  ph3i  cJ dp  bSc  IdSng  thJc  cJo  SSng  bffo.  .  .  . 
d6*NG  BAO  VA  GtA  BINH  PHZl  CHIU  cd  Cl/C.  Bo’bJo  v$ 
chinh  quyen  Idi  cSa  SSng  bao.  Song  ba’o  hoy  thSng  boo  ngay  cbo 
cSc  cS  quan  cbinh  quySn  Sia  phding  ho$c  I Jc  Udng  BSng  Mloh 
gdn  nhat  bi«*  ngay  khi  Vlot  CSng  Sin  cdSp  Soot  iuo  gqo  hay 
tiSn  boc  coo  Song  Pno. 

24*  AH 
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YOLR  FAMILIES  NffiD  YOU,  THEY  WORRY  ABOUT  YOUR  HEALTH.  THEY  KNOW  YOU  Will.  DIF. 
IF  YOL  DO  NOT  BELCEVE  THEM.  GOVERN Mhrti  IS  HOPING  FOR  YOUR  RETURN  TOO.  REPORTING 
TO  THE  NEAREST  AR7N  OUTPOST  OR. GOVERNMENT  SERVICEMAN.  WE  WILL  WELCOME  YOU.  WE 
HELP  YOU  AND  YOUR  FAMILIES  TOO,  WHEN  YOU  RETURN  Tn  THE  OVN .  DON'T  BE  LATE,  RETURN 
RIGHT  NOW! 

BAC* 

LETS  GO  BACK  TO  YOUR  FAMILY. 

THEY  MLSS  Y''l'  AND  NEED  YOU. 


CAC  BAN  VI^T-CdNG  -  HAY  TRO  VE  ! 

1 

(•ia-Jiiih  hail  dang  can  ban.  lip  In  cho  sue  klioi  va  hanh  phuc  ciia  bpn. 
lip  bici  rang  cac  ban  so  diet  ncu  khong  nghe  loi  ken  g  yi  cua  hp.  Climb  phu 
eung  uoc  mong  han  iro  ve.  Hay  lien  lac  vui  binli-sT  Cp  ig-Hoa  va  chihh-q uven 
nai  gan  nhat.  i  se  dupe  dbi  tu  te.  Bpn  va  ca  gi.i-dinli  sedupc  giup  do 
ugay  kbi  bpn  l  ve  Cbinli-nghTa  Quoc-Gia.  sp-o:~ 

DlfNG  TRI  HOAN  NUA  .  VE  4GAY  «l  II 
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EVERYTIME  YOUR  FAMILY  IS  READY  FOR  DINNER  THEY  MISS  YOU,  THEY  KNEW  YOU  HAD  A  LOT  OF 
HARD  TIMES  AND  DON'T  KNOW  HOW  YOU  ARF  MISSION  A  SON  IN  THE  FAMILY.  THEY  FKEi.  VERY 
LONELY.  WE  SENT  THIS  BY  BIRTH,  BY  WAITING  /DID  HOPING  IT  WILL  COMr  T  UR  HANDS,  ALO 
HOPINC  Y<>U  WILL  RJTTURN  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT  To  ’  IVE  WITH  YOUR  FAMILY. 


NHAN  601  ANH  CAN  BINH 
TRONG  HANG  NGU  Vl|T  CQNG 

Moi  lan  quay  quan  quanh  chiec  ban  5n,  gia-dinh  iai  boi  hoi  thddng 
nhd.  Nhtf  den  anh  da  tilng  chiu  nhieu  kiio*  ciic  va  hieh  gid  khong 
biet  anh  ra  sao.  Thieu  ngu’di  trai  cpt-tru,  gia-dinh  cam  thay  hiu- 
quanh  hon  bao  gid  het. 

Nhan  chim,  nhdn  gio,  nhan  may,  mong  rSng  thif  nay  den  tan 
tay  anh,  de?  anh  sdm  ve  doan-tu  cung  gia-dinh  theo  Chanh-sach 
Chi£u-Hoi  cua  Chinh-Pnu  V.  N.  C.  H.  SP-952 
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VC  YOU  WILL  DIE! 

THE  SKY  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  17 jU  AIRBORNE  BRIGADE  COME  FROM  THE  SKY  TO  DESTROY  YOU. 
ffi  WILL  KILL  HUNDRED. 3  OF  VC,  YOUR  FRIENDS  BY  BOMBS,  BY  ARTILLERY,  AND  BY  THE  GOOD 
FIGHTING  INFANTRYMAN.  IF  YOU  WANT  TO  SAVE  YOUR  LIFE,  COME  BACK  TO  THE  GVN.  IF 
NOT,  YOU  WILL  DIE  A  USELESS  DEATH,  YOUR  BODY  WILL  BE  THROWN  INTO  THE  JUNGLE, 
NOBODY  WILL  KNOW  WHERE  YOU  ARE.  DON'T  BE  LATE,  RALLY  RIGHT  NOW. 

BACK 

VC  YOU  WILL  DIE! 

THE  SKY  SOLDIERS'  OF  THE  17VD  AIRBORNE  BRIGADE  COME  FROM  THE  SKY  TO  DESTROY  YOU. 

WE  WILL  KILL  HUNDREDS  OF  VC,  YOUR  FRIENDS  BY  BOMBS,  BY  ARTILLERY  AND  BY  THE  GOOD 
FIGHTING  INFANTRYMAN.  IF  YOU  WANT  TO  SAVE  YOUR  LIFE,  COME  BACK  TO  THE  GOVERNMEhTT 
SIDE.  YOUR  FAMILY  AND  YOUR  COUSINS  ARE  WAITING  FOR  YOU.  YOU  SHOULD  RALLY  NOW  TO 
HAVE  A  GOOD  LIFE  WITH  YOUR  FAMILY  OR  DO  YOU  WANT  TO  EVER  SEE  THEM  AGAIN? 


CAN  BINH  V.  C.  CAI  CH»:  f  '•£  -OR!  Vf  ji  SAN: 

OAC  CHiEN  Si  THlEN  CHifTi  0'\  ■  00 AN  1 71  NHAY 

DU  HOA  KY  XUaV  HiEN  TU'  TijLH  ,  RJi  0>i‘  ( !EU  Dl'fT 
CAC  BAN.  CHUNG  TO  I  Oa’tIG<!  OIL)'  HMA;  TRAM  / 
DONG  CHI  CUA  CAC  BAN  GANG  GO.M  ,HOA  U/C  PHAO. 
BINH,  VA'  Ll/C  Ll/CiNG  SO  Si  IH  fHlf-N  CilLiN.  MiG N 
SOHC^SOT,  CAC  BAN  HAY  ’NY  •  :&]  CHANH. 

NGHiA  OUOC  Gi  A,  NPJ  X’TY 
MOT  CACH  VO  ICH,  THAN  iLL 
LAP  TRONG  NAM  MO  VO  i  iU 

s-Jhg  tre*h<Jn  ni?.\  ,uv 

CAC  BAN  !  ! 


C  \C  SAM  SC  CHET 
AO  BAM  S'."  Bj  VIJI- 

}:  >;<;’! ;v/v;g  >au. 

f  .G-.r'NH  AG' AY  01 


CAM  BINH  V.  C.  CAi  CHET  SE  DEN  i’di  CAC  BAN: 

CAC  CHiEN  sf  THIEN  CHIEN  CUA  LlJivOAH,173  NHAY 
DU  HOA  XY  XUaT  HIEN  TU’TREN  Ji  cTl  OE  Tifu  Dlf- 
CAC  BAN.,  CHUNG  T0I  DA  TiEU  DIET'  HANG  TR2M  . 
■DONG  CHI  CUA  CAC  BAN  BANG  BOM,  HOA  LU’C  PHaO 
BiMH  VA'  Ll/C  Ll/dNG  B§  BINH  THIEN  CHIEN.  MUON 
SONG^SOT,  CAC  BAN  HAY  RA  QUY  CHANH  v6i  CHAN  - 
NGHiA  QUOC  GIA.  NHUVlG  NGlfc?i  THAN  YEU  DANG 
THAN-KHO9  MONG  MOI  NGAY  VE'cUA  CAC  BAN. QUY. 
CHANH  DE  Ol/dC  GAP  LAI  GiA  BINH  HAY  CAC  BAN 
SE  KriONG  BAO  Gitf  $%?  LAi  HO  Nl?A? 


V  v  y"'-  ' 

C\JvV 
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